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General Session Key Note 
Justin Driver, University of Chicago Constitutional Law Scholar, Author 
Justin Driver will present a talk based on his recently-published book, The Schoolhouse Gate: Public Education, the 
Supreme Court, and the Battle for the American Mind.  Judicial decisions assessing the constitutional rights of 
students in the nation’s public schools have consistently generated bitter controversy. From racial segregation to 
unauthorized immigration, from antiwar protests to compulsory flag salutes, from economic inequality to teacher-led 
prayer—these are but a few of the cultural anxieties dividing American society that the Supreme Court has addressed 
in elementary and secondary schools. The Schoolhouse Gate gives a fresh, lucid, and provocative account of the 
historic legal battles waged over education and illuminates contemporary disputes that continue to fracture the 
nation.  The book has garnered enthusiastic reviews, with The New York Times calling it "indispensable" and the 
Washington Post deeming it "masterful."  
 

Breakout Session 1 
How has Free Speech Changed Over Time?       
Jerry Perry 
In this session participants will learn about Landmark Supreme Court cases dealing with free speech over 
time.  Beginning with the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts and their impact on the election of 1800 to present 
day cases involving the internet.  They will make connections between cases and apply that learning to present day 
situations. 

Texas History Event Cards       
Meridith Manis and Barbara Vrana 
Starting with an introduction to the eras of Texas history, teachers will explore how to use the new Texas History event 
cards to stimulate student thinking.  See how to preview a unit of study, make connections within the unit of study, and 

use the cards as a review strategy. 

Economics and Labor       
Susan Kizer, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
Political and social movements often center on access to jobs, but the underlying tension can often be better 
understood when we look at the economics. Let’s discuss the impacts of changes to supply and demand for labor and 
how these decisions ripple through our communities. Was it a rational decision in 1920 not to spend resources 
educating women?  

Breakout Session 2 
The Role of a Free Press in a Democracy 
Mel Hailey and Jim Calvi, LRE Scholars 
Explore the role of the free press from a comparative perspective by examining how authoritarian regimes and 
dictators control the press. 
 
Religion and Revolution 
Buck Cole, General Land Office 
Americans poured into Mexican Texas in the 1820s and 30s and conflict began almost from the beginning. This 
session will examine the impact American and Mexican religious differences played in aggravating political tensions 
between American colonists and the Mexican government. 

 
Fiscal and Monetary Policy 
Susan Kizer, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
I love all the new tax laws but where should I send my thank you note? Is that a monetary or fiscal decision? Who is in 
charge of this? Do the institutions making these decisions talk to each other? How do they create policy if they have 
different goals? A deeper look fiscal and monetary policy and the way they impact our lives. . 
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General Session Key Note 
Congress Creates the Bill of Rights 
Dr. Charles Flanagan, Outreach Supervisor, The Center for Legislative Archives, The National Archives 
Explore primary sources and lessons to teach the Constitution along with a new app created by the Center for 
Legislative archives. 
 
Breakout Session 3 
A History of Gerrymandering: Understanding How Representative Government Is A cornerstone of Free 
Society 
Jerry Polinard 
How has gerrymandering impacted the role of representative government in our country?  Join us as we look at the 
history behind the practice along with more recent applications and controversies. 
 
Economics and Literature 
Susan Kizer, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
“If You Give a Moose a Muffin” is not just a story for kids, it is an introduction to scarcity, needs and wants and 

decision-making. Using literature to engage our students in social studies, economics and personal financial 

literacy provides a holistic approach to learning that benefits elementary students of all ages and simplifies 

classroom lessons. Join us as we discuss your favorite book and its connections across the curriculum.  

 

Using Supreme Court Cases to Teach about Elections 
Kim Grosenbacher 
The Supreme Court has recently dealt with several issues—apparel in the polls, partisan gerrymandering, and 
voting restrictions—that all have the potential to impact elections. To help teachers make these cases accessible 
to students, Street Law has developed seven strategies to use with the hundreds of case summaries available in 
its free resource library. In this session, you will learn about the strategies and participate in two of them using 
elections-themed cases. The session will conclude with an overview of Street Law’s free online resources, 
including those recently developed to address the AP US Government and Politics curriculum redesign.  

 

Breakout Session 4 
Mercantilism 
Susan Kizer, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
What was true about mercantilism during the colonial period and why did our views change over time? Economic 
systems vary across a wide spectrum, what factors influence a countries decisions around the system they 
choose? How do these choices impact us on a day to day basis? And how difficult is it to change our beliefs about 
how we use our resources? 

 
Civic Education Mini Books for Elementary 
Stacey Kochler 
Helping students make meaning of our Constitution and different levels of government through the use of mini 
books.  Using mini books as a public service announcement to engage parents in civic education. 
. 
 Oyez Update 
Jerry Perry, Mel Hailey, Jerry Polinard, Jim Calvi 
What new cases should we be looking at during this current term of the U.S. Supreme Court?  Join the Law-
Related Education scholars to hear more about their “must watch” cases from the 2018-19 term of the Court.  
 

 


