THE PATH OF THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT

Learning Objectives: The student will
1. Identify the accomplishments of women who contributed to society in the area of women’s
rights.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of major events that led to the ratification of the 19th
Amendment, which extended voting rights to women.
3. Understand the cause and effect in the events of the women’s suffrage movement.
TEKS: US.5 A&B; US.22 A &B; US.25A
Materials Needed: Image of Suffrage Photograph; 1 set of Women’s Suffrage Event Cards; copies of
model of Fortunately, Unfortunately statements for each group
Teaching Strategy:
1. Begin the lesson by projecting the image of the Suffrage Photograph. Ask the students the
following questions after they have viewing the image:
a. Which object, person, or action first caught your attention? Why do you think you were
drawn to this photograph?
b. When do you think this photo was taken? How do you know?
c. Why do you think this photo was taken?
d. What would be a good title for this photo?
e. What question would you like to ask one of the women in the photo?
2. Remind students that when our country was founded, women didn’t have the right to vote, to
keep any wages they earned, or to own property. They were also often denied educational
and employment opportunities.
3. Explain that they are now going to trace the women’s suffrage movement by creating a special
timeline depicting the important women and events along the path.

4. Divide the class into 11 groups. Give each group one of the Women’s Suffrage Event Cards
and a copy of the model of a Fortunately, Unfortunately Statement. Have them analyze the
event card and write their Fortunately, Unfortunately statement about the event depicted on
their suffrage card. If necessary, students may want to do some additional research to gain
information to complete the required sentences.
Explanation:
• Sentence One—Describes the time period and a defining characteristic of the era
• Sentence Two—Describes an unfortunate aspect of the event depicted
• Sentence Three—Describes a fortunate aspect of the event
• Sentence Four—Describes an unfortunate aspect of the event
• Sentence Five—Concludes with a statement that explains the effect of this era on
American history
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Model: Picture of Women’s Protest in front of the White House
• Women in the early 20th century period of reform grew tired of waiting for the right to vote
and began to actively protest.
• Unfortunately, President Wilson would not actively support their request for suffrage.
• Fortunately, the women were not afraid of exercising their right of freedom of expression by
conducting parades, pickets, and protests outside the White House.
• Unfortunately, thirty-three women were arrested for picketing outside the White House on
November, 1917 and had to endure trauma which included beatings, forced feeding, and
humiliation when they were sent to the Occoquan Workhouse.
• Therefore, because of the media’s coverage of the suffragettes’ trauma which was called
the “Night of Terror,” President Wilson agreed to support the 19th Amendment.
5. Once the Fortunately/Unfortunately statements are completed, have the students post them
along with their event in chronological order. Allow each group to present their event and
Fortunately/Unfortunately statements. After the first group has presented Abigail Adams, ask
them why they think it took 72 years before the first women’s right convention was held. After
each of the other presentations, ask the group to explain a connection between their event and
the one preceding. Example—the group that analyzed the Seneca Falls Convention should
explain the connection they see between the letter from Abigail Adams and the convention.
6. After the timeline has been completed, ask the students to answer the following questions
either as a group or individually for a formative assessment:
a. What do you think was the most significant event in the women’s suffrage movement?
Why did you select this event?
b. Explain the possible impact of the passage of the 19th Amendment on life in America.
Enrichment Activity: Show the class YouTube video, Bad Romance: Women’s Suffrage, which
depicts Harry Burn voting for ratification of the 19th Amendment in the Tennessee State Legislature.
Have the students watch the video looking for historical examples of the movement as depicted in the
video. Examples might include—role of women before the movement, the significance of the yellow
and red roses on the day of the vote in the Tennessee legislature, the struggle of President Wilson
with the proposed amendment, etc.

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org

Attachment 1

ABIGAIL ADAMS
(1744-1818)

ABIGAIL ADAMS was the wife of John Adams, second
president of the United States, and mother of John
Quincy Adams, the sixth U.S. President. Abigail was not
only a mother, but a competent Massachusetts farmer
and manager of the household finances.
When her husband served as delegate at the First Continental Congress
in Philadelphia, Abigail and John began communicating through letters.
While the Declaration of Independence was being written and debated,
Abigail’s letters included advice concerning the need for equal rights for
women and views about slavery. Some of the earliest known writings
calling for women's equal rights were written by Abigail Adams. This was
72 years before the first women’s rights convention was even held .
On March 31, 1776, Abigail wrote,
"I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the
way, in the new code of laws which I suppose it will be necessary for
you to make, I desire you would remember the ladies and be more
generous and favorable to them than your ancestors.
"Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands.
"Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and
attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a
rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we
have no voice or representation.”
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SENECA FALLS CONVENTION
July 19-20, 1848
In 1848 five women, including Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, had tea together. As they visited,
their conversation turned to a discussion
about women’s rights in America. The group
decided to hold the First Women’s Rights
Convention in Seneca Falls, New York. They
placed an ad in the local paper announcing
when the convention would be held.
About 300 men and women attend the twoday convention. Stanton wrote
“The
Declaration of Sentiments,” which was
debated and then signed by 68 women and 32
men. The document was modeled after the
Declaration of Independence and included
complaints about how men had deprived
women of the right to vote as well as women’s
lack of property rights, opportunities for an
education, and legal rights to their wages or
owning property.

Seventy-two years would pass before women
were granted the right to vote. Sadly, only one
of the original signers of “The Declaration of
Sentiments” lived long enough to vote in the
1920 national election.
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1868
Congress passed the 14th Amendment to the Constitution. The
amendment defined what it meant to be a United States citizen. It
granted all citizens the right to vote, but for the first time in the
Constitution, “citizens” and “voters” are defined as “male.”

AMENDMENT XIV
Section 1.
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state
wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.
Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number
of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right
to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice
President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the
Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State,
being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any
way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis
of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.
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OHIO WOMEN’S RIGHTS CONVENTION
1851
SOJOURNER TRUTH was originally named Isabella Baumfree.
She was a slave the first 30 years of her life. Isabella wanted to
become a traveling preacher, so she changed her name to
Sojourner (traveler) Truth. She become a powerful speaker
even though she never learned to read or write. She spoke out
against slavery, and after the Civil War, helped newly freed
slaves find homes. She spoke before Congress, met with
President Lincoln and in 1851, Sojourner Truth spoke at the
Ohio Women’s Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio. Her short and
simple speech caused the crowd to stand and applaud. The title
of her speech was “Ain’t I A Woman?” She said,

Photograph from Library of
Congress

“…That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted
over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into
carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain't I a woman? Look
at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no
man could head me! And ain't I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a
man - when I could get it - and bear the lash as well! And ain't I a woman? I have borne
thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out with my
mother's grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain't I a woman?
“Then they talk about this thing in the head; what's this they call it? [member of
audience whispers, "intellect"] That's it, honey. What's that got to do with women's
rights or negroes' rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint, and yours holds a quart,
wouldn't you be mean not to let me have my little half measure full?
“…If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down
all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back , and get it right side
up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them.
Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain't got nothing more to say.”
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1869
NATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE
ASSOCIATION

Elizabeth Cady Stanton &
Susan B. Anthony

Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
formed the National Woman Suffrage
Association (NWSA).
The goal of the
organization was to achieve voting rights for
women through a Congressional amendment to
the Constitution. The group strongly disapproved
of the 14th and 15th amendments as being totally
unfair to women. The NWSA also supported
other issues such as ending discrimination in
employment and pay.

AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE
ASSOCIATION

Lucy Stone with her
daughter, Alice

During the same year, the American Woman
Suffrage Association (AWSA) was formed by
Lucy Stone and others to try to gain voting rights
for women through amendments to individual
state constitutions.
The group was only
concerned about women’s right to vote and not
other women’s issues.
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1872-1873
SUSAN B. ANTHONY and over 40 other
women registered to vote in the 1872
election. Anthony voted in Rochester,
New York, for Ulysses S. Grant on
election day, November 5, 1872. (At the
same time, Sojouner Truth appeared at
a polling booth in Michigan and
demanded a ballot. Truth was turned
away.) Three weeks later Susan B.
Anthony was arrested for “criminal
voting.”
In June of 1873, Anthony was tried in
court, found guilty of voting illegally, and
fined $100. Upon being found guilty,
Susan B. Anthony refused to pay the
fine and said, “May it please your honor.
I will never pay a dollar for your unjust
penalty.” The fine was never paid.
Anthony spent over 50 years of her life
for the cause of equal rights for women
and died before the 19th Amendment
was adopted.
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1890

Realizing that it was important for them to combine their efforts,
the NWSA and AWSA joined to form the National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) in 1890. The NAWSA
kept the suffrage movement alive and represented millions of
women. It was also the parent organization to hundreds of smaller
local and state groups.
The new group organized state-by-state campaigns to gain
women’s right to vote. The national organization also hosted and
took part in large elaborate suffrage parades and held annual
conventions. The group sponsored several newspapers along
with a suffrage press that published suffrage pamphlets and
books.
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SUFFRAGE PARADES – EARLY 1900’S
At the turn of the century, suffrage parades became popular even though
there were some women who refused to march in public. The parades were
one way to publicize women’s suffrage even if the publicity was negative. The
women dressed in white. Purple and gold were also colors used by the
suffrage movement. Women often carried pennants that were gold with nine
stars. The stars represented the nine states that had already given women
voting rights.

Suffrage parade in New York City,
May 6, 1912

Suffrage parade in New York City,
1913

The suffrage parade in Washington, DC on March 13, 1913, was not
peaceful. Some people watching the parade became angry and spit at the
suffragists, insulted them, and some women were attacked.
Source: Photographs from Library of Congress.
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JUNE 4, 1919
The
woman
suffrage
amendment, originally written
by Susan B. Anthony, in
1878, was passed by the
House of Representatives
(304 to 89) and the Senate
(56 to 25). (The amendment
was also called the Susan
Anthony Amendment.) It was
then sent to the states for
ratification (approval).
To become a law, threefourths of the states must
approve the amendment.
Within 6 days, Illinois,
Michigan and Wisconsin
each ratified the amendment.
By March of 1920 thirty-five
states had approved the
amendment. Only one more
state was needed for the
required ratification.

Source: The U.S. National Archives & Records
Administration
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - August 18, 1920
When the 19th Amendment came before the Tennessee State Legislature,
the amendment needed the approval of just one more state. Without the the
approval of the Tennessee State Legislature, the law might have died.
Many reporters and suffrage leaders such as Carrie Chapman Catt came to
Nashville. Tennessee women worked together to write letters, send telegrams
to legislators, and make speeches for ratification of the 19th Amendment.
Suffragists (those who supported women having the right to vote) wore yellow
roses, and anti-suffragists wore red roses. Legislators also displayed roses
on their lapels indicating how they would vote.

When the Tennessee Legislature met on August 18, 1920, a motion to table
or postpone the vote on the 19th Amendment was a tie vote – 48 to 48. A
second role call resulted in another tie. The Speaker of the House then
moved that a vote for the amendment be held. The vote for approving the
amendment was taken, and Harry Burn, who was wearing a red rose, voted in
favor of the amendment instead of against it. Many observers thought Harry
had made a mistake, but he didn’t. The amendment was approved 49-47
based on his vote.
No one knew that Harry Burn had a letter in his pocket from his mother, Febb
Burn. In the letter she said, “Dear son,…Hurray and vote for Suffrage and
don’t keep them in doubt. I noticed Chandlers’ speech, it was very bitter.
I’ve been waiting to see how you stood but have not seen anything
yet….Don’t forget the be a good boy and help Mrs. Catt with her ‘Rats.’
Is she the one that put rat in ratification, Ha! No more from mama this
time. With lots of love, Mama.”
Tennessee provided the needed ratification for the amendment to be passed.
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AUGUST 26, 1920
The 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, granting women the right
to vote, was signed into law by
Secretary of State, Bainbridge Colby.

AMENDMENT XIX
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex.
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.”
The 19th Amendment granted 26 million women the right to vote, which
was one-half of the population of the United States, at that time. On
November 2, 1920, more than 8 million women across America voted in
elections for the very first time.
It still took over 60 more years for the remaining 12 states to ratify the 19th
Amendment. The state of Mississippi was the last state to ratify the
amendment on March 22, 1984.

Source: Library of Congress.

