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US Becomes a World Power
This guide is designed to walk you through the U.S. Becomes a World Power unit. As you read about this
era you will be answering questions, completing activities, and making connections. It is important to keep
in mind that this era of U.S. history concerns foreign affairs and is happening simultaneously with the
domestic changes that occurred in the Gilded and Progressive eras.
To illustrate this, let’s begin by creating a timeline of key events from 1870 to 1920 from
the list below. If the event is a domestic event, place it on the left side of the timeline; if the
event concerns foreign affairs, place it on the right side of the timeline.
Spanish American War- April 1898
U.S. Enters World War I- 1917
World War I -1914-1917

Annexation of Hawaii -August 1898
Progressive Era Reforms-1900 to 1920
Gilded Age -1870 1900 (industrialization, big
business, and urbanization)

1870

1920
After plotting the events on the timeline, what inferences can you make concerning the
connections between the domestic and foreign events?

Preview of the U.S. Becomes a World Power
Read the preview of this era and highlight the vocabulary term, isolationism. As you read,
consider the pros and cons of following a policy of isolationism.
During the last of the 19 century, the United States experienced tremendous change and growth primarily
due to industrialization. Industrialization led to major political, social, and economic changes at the turn of
the century. At the same time, the United States continued to limit its involvement in foreign affairs,
preferring to follow a policy of isolationism by staying out of world affairs, particularly conflicts in
Europe. However, in the last two years of the 19 century, this began to change as the U.S. became a
major player in world affairs.
th
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Before we begin to look at the specifics of this unit, express your opinion regarding U.S.
foreign policy. On the continuum below, place an X on the line that represents your opinion
on the statement about foreign policy. Underneath, justify your position which cannot be in
the middle.

The U.S. should follow a policy of isolationism in foreign affairs and conflicts.

Strongly
Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Collage Interpretation: Scan the pictures on the collage below and select one picture by
circling it. Answer the following questions about the picture you circled.

If you were in this picture…
1. What would you see around
you?

2. What would you be thinking
about?

3.

What would happen next?

Characteristics of the U.S. Becomes a World Power 1898-1920
Read the characteristics of the era and highlight three key facts.
As industrialization spurred the need for more resources and markets, the United States became more
involved in world affairs from 1898-1920. It was widely believed that the U.S. needed to gain access to
world markets and expand their navy to successfully compete in the global economy. This led to the
annexation of Hawaii in 1898. That same year the U.S. went to war with Spain over their colonial
possessions of the islands of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. All these areas were vital
access points to world markets and key locations for military bases. The result of the Spanish-American
War was independence for Cuba under U.S. protection and the acquisition of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines as U.S. territories. The latter part of this era ended with the world engulfed in a war that
touched all continents. Causes of this war included a growing spirit of nationalism, the desire to build a
colonial empire, a race to build the strongest military, and entangling alliances. The war began between
Austria and Serbia in 1914 but quickly spread to involve all of Europe. Later as a result of European
colonial possessions, the rest of the world became involved. First the U.S. tried to stay isolated and
neutral. However, in 1917, the entry of the U.S. on the side of the Allies broke the stalemate and led to an
Allied victory.
For each highlighted fact, draw an inference that might explain why this fact is significant.
Example: Fact—At first the U.S. tried to stay isolated and neutral.
Inference—Both sides involved in the war wanted the U.S. to enter the war on their side.

1. Fact-

Inference

2.Fact-

Inference

3.Fact-

Inference

U.S. Expansion Vocabulary
Review each of the key terms and definitions from the U.S. Becomes a World Power era
found in columns 1 and 2. After reviewing the definitions, complete column 3 by writing
either a comparison OR a contrast sentence for each term:
 Compare ______________ is similar to ______________ in that both___________
Example— A Populist is similar to a Progressive in that both believed in economic, social, and
political reforms.
 Contrast _______________is different from ______________ in that ______________
Example—Ida Tarbell is different from John D. Rockefeller in that she opposed the monopoly
Rockefeller held in the oil industry.

Vocabulary

Definition

Annexation

Action of adding territory Example-Adding Hawaii as a territory to the United
States

Canal

Artificial man-made waterway
constructed to move boats/ships from a
large body of water to another large body
of water
Example—Panama Canal connecting the
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean

Dollar Diplomacy President Taft's economic policy that
encouraged investment by U.S. banks
and businesses abroad to build U.S.
world power.

Open Door Policy Economic policy of President McKinley
and Secretary of State John
Hay promoting equal trading for all
nations with China

Compare/Contrast Sentence

U.S. Expansion Vocabulary
Review each of the key terms and definitions from the U.S. Becomes a World Power era
found in columns 1 and 2. After reviewing the definitions, complete column 3 by writing
either a comparison OR a contrast sentence for each term:

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Colonial
Possessions

A country or areas in the world under
economic and/or political control of a
stronger nation; sometimes under the
protection of a nation in return for markets
and military bases, other times under the
government of the stronger nation as well

Missionaries

People whose mission was to spread
Christian beliefs; often supported
imperialism because of the opportunity it
gave them to spread Christianity

Expansionism

Policy to spread a nation’s influence
abroad through colonial possessions
thereby gaining raw materials, markets,
and naval bases

“New
Imperialism”

Type of imperialism which emerged in late
19 century in which stronger nations
(primarily European) maintained economic
and political authority over weaker nations
to build and maintain status as a world
power

Roosevelt’s
Corollary

President Roosevelt’s application of the
Monroe Doctrine which had closed the
western hemisphere to further colonization
in 1823; rather than allowing Europe to
intervene in Latin America’s financial
problems, the U.S. in charge; led to what
became known as the “Big Stick Policy”

th

Compare/Contrast Sentence

Conflicts Vocabulary
With the terms related to the conflicts the U.S. was involved in during this era, create your
own personal interpretation of the meaning of the term as it relates to conflict.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Alliance

Agreement between nations to come to
each other’s aid if needed; one of the
causes of WWI

Nationalism

Belief that each nationality was entitled to
its own government and homeland; one of
the primary causes of WWI
Example—Serbian nationalists wanted
freedom from Austrian control

Arms Race

Competition among nations to build and
accumulate the strongest supply of military
weapons

Yellow
Journalism

Sensational journalism often with the goal
of attracting more readers; used to get
American support for the Spanish
American War

Propaganda

Spreading of ideas with the intention of
trying to influence opinions or decisions

Draw It Out

Conflicts Vocabulary
With the terms related to the conflicts the U.S. was involved in during this era, create your
own personal interpretation of the meaning of the term as it relates to conflict.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Espionage

Spying efforts with the goal of obtaining
government secrets

Contraband

Imported or exported goods that are
obtained illegally

Isolationism

American foreign policy before and after
World War I; U.S. did not want to be
involved in other countries' affairs and
conflicts (especially European countries)

Neutrality

Position of not taking sides in a conflict or
disagreement

Conscription/
Draft

Government requirement to register for
service in the military; usually enforced in
times of military conflict
Example—The 1917 Selective Service Act
which required all eligible males to register
to serve in the military

Draw It Out

Conflicts Vocabulary
With the terms related to the conflicts the U.S. was involved in during this era, create your
own personal interpretation of the meaning of the term as it relates to conflict.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

“Doughboys”

Nickname of American soldiers sent to
Europe to fight in WWI

Convoy

A group of military ships that travel with a
merchant ship for the purpose of
protection

Machine Guns

Fully automatic gun designed for rapid and
sustained fire—one of the weapons used
extensively in WWI

U-boat

Name for a German submarine
(underwater craft)

Trench Warfare Type of warfare used during WWI which
separated opposing troops by trenches
and fields of barbed wire; land between
the trenches was known as "no man's
land"

Draw It Out

Conflicts Vocabulary
With the terms related to the conflicts the U.S. was involved in during this era, create your
own personal interpretation of the meaning of the term as it relates to conflict.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Victory Garden

Gardens planted during war by American
citizens for their own use, thus leaving
more resources for troops-done in both
WWI and WWII

Armistice

A temporary agreement to suspend or end
fighting and try to negotiate a peace treaty

Reparations

Payments by the losing nation(s) in a war
to the winning nation(s) for damages that
occurred during the war

Draw It Out

Significant Personalities
As you read about the key personalities in this era, highlight key ideas to help you
understand the:
1. goal or motive(s) of the person
2. the obstacles or problems in the way of accomplishing the goal
3. how the problem was solved
Use the information you highlighted to create SWBS sentences for each person.
Somebody—What is the name of the individual and what is he known for?
Wanted—What were the goals or motives of the person with regards to helping the U.S.
become a world power?
But—What problem or obstacle stood in the way of accomplishing the goal?
So—How was the problem resolved?
Example from the Progressive Era—Susan B. Anthony was a reformer who paved the way for
women’s suffrage. Her goal was to amend the Constitution to secure and protect the woman’s right to
vote. The problem she had to overcome was that voting was a state power and getting the necessary ¾
of the states to ratify the amendment would prove difficult. The problem was resolved with the
passage of the 19 Amendment to the Constitution in 1920, fourteen years after Ms. Anthony’s
death.
th

Alvin York, born in 1887, was a Congressional Medal of Honor winner who fought in
World War I. He grew up learning to shoot and developed into an expert
marksman. Although he was originally a pacifist, a friend convinced him that the Bible said
it was okay to serve in the military. As a soldier in World War I, he gained notoriety by his
performance in the Battle of Argonne Forest where he attacked the Germans. When
members of his group were unable to proceed, he went after the Germans by himself. He
killed 17 through sniper fire and then 7 by pistol. He was successful in taking 132
prisoners on his own. Victory in this battle ultimately led to an Allied victory in the war.

SWBS

Significant Personalities
Born in West Point, New York, Alfred Thayer Mahan went on to become one of the most
important military strategists of the 19 and early 20 centuries. Educated at the U.S. Naval
Academy, he became an admiral and noted naval historian. His book, The Influence of Sea
Power on History, detailed the importance of the relationship of a strong navy and successful
world commerce. Mahan asserted that the nation with the strongest navy would control the
globe. He believed it was important for the United States to make this a priority since other European
nations were also competing for naval supremacy and world markets. Mahan’s theory strongly influenced
the foreign policy of both Theodore Roosevelt and Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Sr.
th

th

SWBS

Born in Missouri, General John J. Pershing began his career as a schoolteacher. He later
entered a competitive exam event to be eligible to attend West Point. There he made a name
for himself as a person with excellent leadership qualities. In 1895, he took command of a
troop in the 10 Cavalry Regiment, one of the original highly respected Buffalo Soldiers
regiments composed of African Americans. It was here he was honored by his troops with the
nickname, “Black Jack.” His military career included guarding the frontier against the Sioux
and Apache in the last days of the Indian wars, fighting in Cuba during the Spanish-American War, and
fighting in the Philippines in 1903. After becoming a brigadier general, he was sent to the Mexican border
to capture the revolutionary leader Pancho Villa in 1915. With America’s entry into World War I in 1917,
Pershing was named Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF). Upon arriving in
Europe, he demanded that his troops fight together rather than blended in with British and French
troops. His troops were instrumental in the defeat of the Germans in the critical battle of Argonne
Forest. General Pershing became one of the most celebrated American military names of World War I.
th

SWBS

Significant Personalities
Born in Massachusetts, Henry Cabot Lodge, Sr. later earned his law degree from Harvard. He
began his political career as a member of the state legislature and then moved to the U.S.
House of Representatives. In 1893, he became a U.S. Senator where he served until his death.
As a conservative Republican he supported expansion for the United States to establish the
nation as a world power. Forming a close alliance with Theodore Roosevelt, he endorsed the
building of the Panama Canal, war with Spain in 1898, and acquisition of the Philippines as well as other
territories in the Pacific. He believed the United States had to have a strong army and navy to be a factor
in international trade and diplomacy. This would require the building of military bases to protect the
merchant marines as they sailed to the Far East and points in between. Even though Lodge
had previously supported the entry of the U.S. in World War I, he often clashed with President Wilson
over the role of the United States once the war ended. He later led the charge to reject the Treaty of
Versailles and its League of Nations. Lodge also worked for immigration restrictions during this time as he
was worried that the growing number of immigrants would not be able to become what he called, “100 %
American.”

SWBS

Sanford Dole was born in Honolulu to missionary parents. After completing his education
and receiving an honorary law degree, he returned to Hawaii as a businessman and a public
official when Hawaii was an independent kingdom, a republic, a protectorate and later a territory
of the United States. Dole staged a rebellion against Hawaii’s queen in 1893 which led the
movement to annex the islands to the U.S. However, annexation did not take place until the
U.S. needed Hawaii’s strategic location to refuel on the way to the Philippines during the
Spanish-American War. At first, he worked with both the Hawaiian royalty and the immigrants who lived in
the islands. Dole was named president of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Hawaii after
Queen Liliuokalani was overthrown. When Grover Cleveland was elected president, Cleveland attempted
to restore the monarchy and plans for the annexation of Hawaii by the United States were delayed. When
the annexation finally occurred in 1898, Dole led the negotiations requiring the U.S. government to pay off
the accumulated national debt of both the Kingdom of Hawaii and the Republic of Hawaii. He successfully
demanded that the public lands be held as a public trust for the residents of Hawaii. He became Hawaii’s
first territorial governor and then a presiding judge for the U.S. District Court for Hawaii. His cousin John
founded the famous Hawaiian Pineapple Company, which later became Dole Pineapple Company.

SWBS

Significant Personalities
Theodore Roosevelt (Teddy) was born in New York City to a wealthy family. Educated at
Harvard, he was an historian and a naturalist. He first gained national attention when he
commanded the volunteer cavalry unit known as the “Rough Riders” in the Spanish-American
War at the Battle of San Juan. Next, he was elected Governor of New York and then VicePresident for William McKinley. At 42, he became the youngest President of the United
States when McKinley was assassinated.
As president, he took whatever action he felt
necessary for the public good, unless it violated the Constitution. This resulted in several Progressive era
reforms, including anti-trust legislation and conservation of our natural resources.
In foreign affairs, he moved to make the United States an influential world power by adopting what was
called his “Big Stick Policy.” His motto became, “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” This policy allowed
him to act boldly and decisively in foreign policy affairs. In 1904 he sponsored the building of the Panama
Canal and received the Nobel Peace Prize for helping to mediate the Russo-Japanese War. After leaving
the Presidency in 1909, he unsuccessfully tried to run for president in 1912 on the Bull Moose ticket due to
his dissatisfaction with his successor William Henry Taft’s actions as president.

SWBS

Born in California, William Randolph Hearst was the son of a self-made millionaire miner and
rancher. By the age of 23, Hearst had become the owner of the San Francisco Examiner that
his father won gambling. His newspaper became known for its sensational investigative
reporting on the critical issues of the day. He eventually built a publishing empire that was
made up of 28 major newspapers, 18 magazines, several radio stations, and movie
companies. His staunch conservative views led him to strong anti-Communist views.
The term “yellow journalism” became synonymous with Hearst’s name when he engaged in a bitter
journalistic war with rival Joseph Pulitzer. He sensationalized journalism with explosive headlines and
illustrations. It is believed that it was his newspaper that influenced Americans to fight the SpanishAmerican War in 1898 after his reports on the explosion of the Maine. One of the greatest movies of all
time, Citizen Kane, starring Orson Wells, was inspired by Hearst’s life. It painted a very dark picture of the
publisher.

SWBS

Significant Personalities
Born in Virginia, Woodrow Wilson began his career by teaching political science before he
entered politics as Governor of New Jersey. In 1912, the Democratic Party nominated him
to run for president on a progressive platform. Because of the split in the Republican party
vote, he was elected.
He was able to get several key pieces of legislation through
Congress, including the Federal Reserve Act, the Clayton Antitrust Act, the Federal Trade
Commission Act, and the Federal Farm Act. Later he sponsored a child labor law and an 8
-hour work day for rail workers. He was reelected in 1916 on the merits of the legislation
and keeping the U.S. out of World War I.
However, in 1917, Wilson believed the U.S. could not continue to be neutral and asked for a declaration of
war against the Central Powers. This tipped the war in the favor of the Allied Powers. As Wilson
contemplated victory, he outlined his plan for peace, called the Fourteen Points. The most controversial
part of this plan was the creation of a League of Nations. He hoped that the League would provide
alternate ways to solve issues rather than resorting to military conflict. The Senate rejected the Treaty of
Versailles which included the League. The rejection took its toll on Wilson who suffered a stroke in
1919. The extent of the damage was kept from the public. He never fully recovered, dying in 1924.

SWBS

Consider what you learned about each significant personality and place their name on the
map below where you feel they had the biggest impact.

Alaska

Europe

Cuba
Hawaiian
Islands

Panama Canal

Puerto Rico

Guam
Philippines

A Geographic Look at American Expansionism
To understand American expansion and its geographic impact, we need to understand the ideas behind
the move to expand.
As you read the following, highlight or underline the following using three different colors.
Make sure to note your colors below.
Origin of isolationism
Quotes concerning expansionism
Territories gained by the U.S.

Since the creation of the United States, the country believed it was its destiny to control the territory from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. This concept, known as “Manifest Destiny,” had been accomplished prior to
the Civil War. With the industrial growth occurring in the latter half of the 19 century, suddenly there was
a desire to expand beyond the continental U.S. As Senator Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana said, “We are
raising more than we can consume. We are making more than we can use. Therefore, we must find new
markets for our produce, new occupations for our capital (ways to invest our profit), and new work for our
labor.” This created a debate which dominated foreign policy between the isolationists and the
expansionists in this era.
th

Isolationism had its origin with George Washington who warned of foreign entanglements in his Farewell
Address as he left the presidency.
Author Mark Twain once said, “I am an anti-imperialist. I am
opposed to having the eagle put its talons on any other land.” The Anti-Imperialist League whose
membership included Twain and several other prominent Americans such as Progressive reformer Jane
Addams. The Anti-Imperialist League held the position, “…it was wrong for the United States to forcibly
impose its will on other peoples.” In contrast, those who supported imperialism included Presidents
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. President McKinley once said of the Hawaiian Islands located in
between the west coast of the U.S. and Asia, “We need Hawaii just as much and a good deal more than
we did California. It is Manifest Destiny.” Roosevelt’s motto became, “Speak softly and carry a big stick;
you will go far.” The beliefs and actions of these like-minded individuals led to the annexation of Hawaii
in 1898, as well as the acquisition of Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Guam after the SpanishAmerican War. These acquisitions, along with the acquisition of Alaska, which had been purchased from
Russia in 1867, substantially changed the influence of the United States abroad.
Consider the quotes in the reading above, with which quote do you personally agree and
what is your reason?

Refer to your original position on the continuum on American isolationism. Explain if your
opinion is still the same or would you now change it?

Puerto Rico

Cuba
Philippines

Guam

After completing the map, which territorial acquisition do you believe would be the most beneficial to the U.S.? What is the reason
for your choice (s)?

Canal gave the United States a
shortcut to get from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific
Ocean without going around
South America.

Panama Canal—The Panama

Hawaiian
Islands

Alaska

Consider the areas listed on the map below. What you think the importance of each area is from a geographic perspective is
and record why you think they were important to the United States. The Panama Canal has been done as an example.

A Geographic Look at American Expansionism

Major Events of the Era
The United States fought in two wars during this era. First, the Spanish-American War which broke out in
1898 and second, the U.S. entry in 1917 into World War I, which had begun in 1914. Both wars
solidified the U.S. position as a world power. The next three passages examine these two wars.
As you read, look for the causes and effects of the conflict. After reading each complete
the graphic that follows. The final passage deals with the Treaty of Versailles that officially
ended the war.
Spanish-American War
The war between Spain and the United States, known as the
Spanish-American War, began in 1898. The two nations fought
over economic and humanitarian concerns in the Spanish colonies
of Puerto Rico and Cuba in the Caribbean, and the Philippines in
the Pacific. The United States sent the U.S.S. Maine to Cuba to
protect the lives and economic interests of Americans on the
island. When the U.S.S. Maine was sunk by an explosion,
sensationalistic reporting in newspapers owned by William
Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer blamed the Spanish and
fueled American outrage against Spain. Therefore, American
support for war existed even before President William McKinley
asked for a Declaration of War from Congress.

Fighting in the Spanish-American War actually began in the
Philippines, another Spanish colony, where the U.S. navy easily defeated the Spanish at Manila Bay. In
June of 1898, U.S. troops invaded Cuba, and in July, the Rough Riders, U.S. Cavalry troops under
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt’s leadership, won the Battle of San Juan Hill. In July, U.S. troops invaded
Puerto Rico. Within four months, the U.S. fleet had destroyed the Spanish fleet. The brief conflict
resulted in a U.S. victory and marked an end to Spain’s colonial empire. The United States began to
emerge as a world power because of the decisive victory and gaining control of the last four Spanish
colonies: Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Guam. As evidence of this new status in the world,
President Theodore Roosevelt, one of the heroes of the Spanish-American War, used the principles of
the Monroe Doctrine in his 1904 Roosevelt Corollary. The Corollary declared the United States to be the
international policeman of the Western Hemisphere.

(Causes) Since….

(Effects) As a result….
President McKinley asked
Congress for a Declaration
of War against Spain in
1898.

Major Events of the Era
As you read, look for the causes and effects of the conflict. After reading each complete
the graphic that follows.
World War I
World War I began with the 1914 assassination of the Austrian
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife by a Serbian
nationalist. Fueled by strong feelings of nationalism, an
imperialistic desire for colonies to support a strong economy, a
build-up of arms, and an entangling system of alliances, the
assassination quickly developed from an isolated incident
between Austria-Hungary and Serbian nationalists, desiring to
be free from Austrian control, into a worldwide conflict. This
was primarily due to the entangling alliances formed among
European nations. The war lasted until 1918 and involved
countries and their colonial possessions around the world. For four years the Allied powers (Great Britain,
France, Russia, and Italy) fought the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the
Ottoman Empire) resulting in significant loss of life and damage on both sides.
New weapons were used extensively in the war which played a significant factor in the losses. These
included submarine warfare on the sea, tanks, machine
guns, and airplanes. Complicating the war effort for the
Allied Powers was the 1917 Bolshevik (Communist)
Revolution against the Russian czar, which caused
Russia to withdraw from the war and make significant
concessions to the Germans. It is estimated that the war
resulted in approximately 40 million military and civilian
casualties (20 million deaths and 20 million wounded) at
a cost of approximately $209 billion. This made World
War I the costliest war in history to date.

(Causes) Since….

(Effects) As a result….

In 1914 the Archduke of
Austria, Franz Ferdinand
and his wife were
assassinated by a Serbian
nationalist.

Major Events of the Era
the

As you read, look for the causes and effects of the conflict. After reading each complete
graphic that follows.

World War I—U.S. Entry
At the onset of the war in 1914, President Woodrow Wilson attempted to follow a policy of neutrality, not
wanting to engage the U.S. in a European conflict. In 1915, a German U-boat sank the Lusitania, a
British passenger ship carrying 128 American citizens. The Germans claimed the ship was secretly
carrying weapons for the Allies. Despite attempts at negotiation between Germany and the U.S.,
Germany refused to stop using “unrestricted” submarine warfare against any ship they suspected of
carrying Allied weapons. In 1917, British officials intercepted a telegram from the German Foreign
Minister to officials in Mexico promising to return Mexican territories currently held by the United States if
they would help Germany fight the United States. This message, known as the Zimmerman Telegram,
combined with Germany’s use of unrestricted submarine warfare led sentiment in the United States to
turn against the Germans.
On April 2, 1917, President Wilson asked Congress for a formal
Declaration of War, and the United States entered the war on the side of
the Allies. Not all Americans were in support of entering the war and
the use of the draft. Charles Schenck was arrested for passing out
leaflets encouraging men to resist being drafted. He claimed his First
Amendment right of free speech was violated with the arrest. In 1919
the Supreme Court decided the case of Schenck v. U.S. stating there
were limits to free speech especially in wartime.
Prior to the entry of the U.S., there had been a stalemate between the
two sides with neither side gaining a significant advantage over the
other. With the entry of the United States, this stalemate was eventually
broken. The Battle of Argonne Forest in 1918, fought along the Belgian
border in the northeast of France, illustrated the importance of the
additional American troops. The entire battle lasted over a month and resulted in heavy casualties for
both sides. However, due to the addition of American forces, the battle resulted in a victory for the Allies
and marked the beginning of the end for the Central Powers.
(Causes) Since….

(Effects) As a result….
April 2, 1917 President
Wilson asked Congress for
a formal Declaration of War
against the Central Powers.

Major Events of the Era
The Treaty of Versailles

on

Once the war was over a peace treaty had to be negotiated. Before you read the passage
the treaty, answer the following six True/False questions.

_____1. President Wilson had a plan for peace before he went to the peace conference in Paris.
_____2. President Wilson went to the peace conference wanting to punish Germany harshly for the war.
_____3. President Wilson hoped to have an international organization where members could discuss
disputes rather than immediate resort to armed conflicts.
_____4. The Treaty of Versailles divided the economic punishments for the damages caused in the
war among both sides.
_____5. Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Sr. opposed the Treaty of Versailles mainly because of the League
of Nations.
_____6. The United States never ratified the Treaty of Versailles.

After answering the true/false, read the paragraph below and
highlight the parts that answer the true/false questions. Put
the number of the question by the highlighted part.

Crafting a peace treaty that would solve the problems that led to World
War I proved difficult once Germany surrendered in November
1918.

The European Allies, who had suffered greatly in the years prior

to U.S. entry into the war, wanted to punish Germany. As the war drew

Response in Paris to President
Roosevelt coming to the peace
negotiations.

to a close, President Wilson outlined his plan for peace known as The
Fourteen Points in a speech to a joint session of Congress, January 1918. This plan, designed to make
the world “safe for democracy,” included a League of Nations. The League of Nations was to be an
organization of

member

nations that

would mediate disputes before

armed conflict could

begin. Members would also come to each other’s aid if conflict arose. When President Wilson got to the
peace conference, he made concessions to Allied leaders concerning the harsh economic punishments
given to Germany in order to achieve his idea for the creation of the League of Nations. Concerned that
the U.S. might be forced into another war, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Sr, led the opposition to the treaty
in the Senate. Those opposing the treaty desired to maintain U.S. neutrality in any future military conflicts
in Europe. They believed this would keep them from becoming entangled in future disputes such as the
one that had caused heavy American casualties in the war. Despite Wilson’s whirlwind train trip across
the country to rally American support, the U.S. Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. Neither
side would compromise; therefore, the U.S. did not join the League of Nations.

Analysis of Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points
In a speech to the joint session of the United States Congress, January 8, 1918, President Woodrow
Wilson summarized three major goals in his Fourteen Points for ending the war and attempting to attain
lasting peace for not only Europe, but the world. The goals of President Wilson’s in the Fourteen Points
were as follows:
A. Improved international relations—Removal of international trade barriers, honor freedom of
the seas, advocate open communication with no secret alliances in an international association of
nations, and allow for self-rule of nationalities.
B. Restoration of territories—Return to pre-war boundaries and make fair adjustments of all
colonial claims.
C. Restriction on military strength—Military reductions for all nations, especially Germany with
demilitarization along the Rhine River.
Since several of the ideas in President Wilson’s 14 Points were at the center of the
controversy concerning the treaty’s ratification, let’s analyze what they said. Read
President Wilson’s Fourteen Points and categorize each of the points by placing the letter
of the goal you feel it best represents next to each point.
Fourteen Points
_____ 1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international
understandings of any kind, but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.
_____ 2. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in
war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the
enforcement of international covenants.
_____ 3. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of equality of
trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its
maintenance.
_____ 4. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest
point consistent with domestic safety.
_____ 5. A free, open-minded and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a
strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the
interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the
government whose title is to be determined.
_____ 6. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia
as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her
an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own
political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of
free nations under institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of
every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her
sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension
of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish
sympathy.

Analysis of Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points
The goals of President Wilson’s in the Fourteen Points were as follows:
A. Improved international relations—Removal of international trade barriers, honor freedom of
the seas, advocate open communication with no secret alliances in an international association of
nations, and allow for self-rule of nationalities.
B. Restoration of territories—Return to pre-war boundaries and make fair adjustments of all
colonial claims.
C. Restriction on military strength—Military reductions for all nations, especially Germany with
demilitarization along the Rhine River.
_____ 7. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated, and restored, without any attempt to
limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act
will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have
themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without
this healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired.
_____ 8. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to
France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the
world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure
in the interest of all.
_____ 9. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be affected along clearly recognizable lines of
nationality.

_____ 10. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded
and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous.
_____ 11. Romania, Serbia and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia
accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one
another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and
nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and
territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into.
_____12. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty,
but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted
security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development. The
Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all
nations under international guarantees.
____ 13. An independent Polish state should be erected, which should include the territories inhabited by
indisputably Polish populations. They should be assured a free and secure access to the sea,
and who’s political, and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by
international covenant.
_____ 14. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small
states alike.

The Treaty of Versailles
Write a short letter to your two Texas Senators (Senator Allen Culberson and Senator Morris
Sheppard) explaining how you would like them to vote on ratification of the Treaty of
Versailles. This should include your final opinion of U.S. isolationism.

