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Early Republic Content Module
As you look at the collage below,
Circle three things that stick out to you.
Predict what these pictures have in common.

I predict that these
pictures ….

Read the paragraph below summarizing the Early Republic era. If you could
describe the era in one word, what would it be?
Early Republic
With the ratification of the U.S. Constitution and George Washington sworn in as the first
President, American began a new era as a republic. The new government was tested under
George Washington’s leadership, but it remained strong. After Washington left the presidency,
division began to emerge between two differing political parties as to how the new government
should operate. The Federalists supported a strong national government, manufacturing in the
North, and an alliance with the British. The Democratic-Republicans supported strong state
governments, agriculture in the South, and an alliance with the French. During this time the
judicial branch also established its role within the new government with several landmark
Supreme Court rulings. The new republic faced another war with the British beginning in 1812.
My Word _________________________________________________
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Political, Economic, Social
When examining history, you will sometimes be asked to identify or
categorize events as political, economic, or social. Below are some hints of
what you might look for.

POLITICAL - Things that relate to the government








Types of governments
Rules for government (constitutions)
Voting
Wars
Nations declaring independence
Court decisions
Relationships with other nations

Economic -Things that are about money and resources









Gold and Silver
Paper money (Currency)
Taxes and Tariffs
Property
Imports and Exports (Trade)
Debt
Technology
Transportation

Social - Things that are about people






Groups of people living in an area or affected in some way
Education systems
Religion
Language
Culture (includes clothing, food)

NOTE: Sometimes events can be in multiple categories. One example is trade with
other nations. It’s political (relationships with other nations) but it’s also economic
(Trade). If choosing only one category, think about which one BEST describes the event. Be
sure to be able to explain why you think it’s the best fit!
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Vocabulary Word Sort
Use the vocabulary words and definitions to do the word sort on the next page.

Alien

someone who is not from your country

Alliances

a union or group (of friends) formed for the same benefit, especially
between countries or organizations

Civic Virtue

the dedication of citizens to the common welfare of their community or
country, even at the cost of their individual interests

Doctrine

a stated principle of government policy, mainly in foreign or military affairs

Domestic

at home; existing or occurring inside a particular country

Embargo

ban on trade (stop trade)

Foreign

outside a place or country

Free Enterprise

a system in which the government plays a limited role in the economy
and individuals decide what and how much to produce and sell

Impressment

practice of forcing people into military service

Judicial Review

power of the Supreme Court to decide whether acts of a president or
laws passed by Congress are constitutional

Judiciary

the courts that decide if laws are being followed and interpret the

Nationalism

extreme love and devotion to your country

Neutrality

to not take sides

Political Parties

any organization that seeks to achieve political power by electing
members to public office and further their ideas and beliefs

Precedent

an act or decision that sets the example for others to follow

Sedition

to say or do something against your government

Treasury

the department of government that has control over the collection,
management, and disbursement of the public revenue (money)
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Vocabulary Word Sort
Which category do you think each word fits best in? Sort the vocabulary words into one of
the three categories below. Use the definitions from page 4 for help.

Alien
Alliances
Civic Virtue
Doctrine
Domestic

Embargo
Foreign
Free Enterprise
Impressment
Judicial Review

Judiciary
Nationalism
Neutrality
Political Parties
Precedent

Sedition
Treasury

Economic

Political

Social
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President George Washington’s Administration
Hamilton’s Financial Plan
Metacognitive markers allow a reader to process the text they are reading. As you
read the selection below use the following marks to respond to the text:
* = use this for comments/connections about the text
? = use this for questions you have about the text
Underline = underline key information and ideas
! = use this for reaction/emotion related to the text
The American Revolutionary war had left the country in financial debt. President George
Washington chose Alexander Hamilton as his new Secretary of the Treasury. Hamilton’s first goal
was to get the country out of debt by establishing a national credit, encourage manufacturing, and
provide a sound currency. Hamilton’s Financial Plan favored persons of wealth and creditors,
merchants, and manufacturers. He believed if people have an economic stake in the
government, it would assure its success.
1. Assumption (combination) of all the war debt—This would establish the credit of the US at
home.
a) National debt: Foreign countries had loaned money to the Continental Congress to
fight the war. These included France, Spain, and the Netherlands.
b) Domestic debt: The Articles of Confederation Congress had incurred domestic debt by
issuing bonds to Americans in return for money to fight the war. The plan was to
exchange many of the old bonds for the new bonds issued by the national
government. The problem was that some people had already sold their bonds at a
lower cost.
c) States’ debt: Some states had heavier debts (Massachusetts) and some states
(especially in the South) had already paid their debts.
2. Tariffs-Using the power to regulate commerce, Congress was to pass import tariffs to protect
new American industries. This would help establish the US as an industrialized nation like
Great Britain. Tariffs would also raise the revenue necessary to operate the government.

3. Creation of a National Bank— Congress would create a charter for a privately-owned bank
with the national government as the major shareholder. The bank was used by the
government to deposit government money and to print banknotes for a stable currency. The
Constitution said nothing about creating a bank. However, Hamilton believed that Congress’s
power to coin money and control interstate trade allowed them to do so (using the necessary
and proper clause).
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President George Washington’s Administration
Hamilton’s Financial Plan
* = use this for comments/connections about the text
? = use this for questions you have about the text
Underline = underline key information and ideas
! = use this for reaction/emotion related to the text
Compromises and Results:
1. Jefferson agreed to support the assumption of debts if the U.S. capital was built in the South on
the Potomac River.
2. Tariffs were passed, but the rate was lower than Hamilton wanted, so he pushed Congress to
pass excise taxes (tax on domestic goods paid when purchased). The whiskey tax, for
example, led the Pennsylvania farmers who grew corn used to make the whiskey to rise-up
in rebellion over this tax.
3. The bank continued to be controversial. Jefferson argued a strict interpretation of the
Constitution did not allow Congress the power to create a bank. Hamilton argued a loose
interpretation of the Constitution allowed Congress to create a bank under the “necessary
and proper” clause. The Bank of the United States was eventually chartered by the federal
government in Philadelphia.
Review the information you marked with your metacognitive markers to answer the
following questions.
1. Describe the advantages and disadvantages of Hamilton’s tariff policy.

2. What were the arguments for and against the national government assuming all
Revolutionary War debt?

3. What was the compromise reached by Hamilton, Jefferson, and Madison to get approval
of his financial plan and what did both sides gain?

4. Why was the idea of a national bank controversial?

5. How did Hamilton constitutionally justify the creation of a national bank?
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George Washington’s Administration: Political Parties
During the debate over ratification of the new U.S. Constitution in 1788, differences began to
appear among some of the nation’s political leaders. In the 1790’s, Alexander Hamilton as
Secretary of the Treasury and Thomas Jefferson as Secretary of State were both members of
President George Washington’s Cabinet and had very different visions of how the new
government should function. These differences led to the development of the nation’s first
political parties.
Read the following paragraphs below about the development of the nation’s first
political parties and annotate the readings using C.A.M.S.

C- Scan the text and circle unfamiliar words and phrases.
A- Add synonyms for the circled words and phrases
M- While reading annotate the text and use metacognition. Keep note of your thoughts
by using symbols *, ?, !, to mark your ideas, questions, comments, and underline key
ideas.
S- Stop and Jot in the summarizing chunks. Make notes next to the metacognitive
markers.

Alexander Hamilton
Personal Background: Alexander Hamilton was born in 1755 in the British West Indies. Having
been deserted by his father, Hamilton had an extremely tough life. His mother died in 1768
leaving him an orphan. He was self-taught and later worked as a clerk at a counting house by the
age of eleven. He impressed the owner so much with his financial and leadership skills that he
was left in charge for five years. He also came under the influence of a clergyman who preached
against the evils of slavery, greatly influencing him. These two men decided to support
Hamilton’s formal education in the United States. He attended King’s College in New York where
he studied law. It was here that he became involved in the growing unrest of the colonies by
writing and attacking the abuse of power illustrated in many of the British actions. Hamilton tried
to avoid speaking of his past which gave many people the impression he came from a privileged
background. He surrounded himself with wealthy people, even marrying into one of the
wealthiest families in New York. Hamilton has been described as ambitious, witty, arrogant, and
fashionable. He was respected as a great speaker, writer, and quick thinker. His personal
interests included reading and writing, especially poetry.
Constitution: After the war, he served as a member of the Congress under the Articles of
Confederation from 1782 to 1783. He then opened his own law office as well as founded the
Bank of New York. In 1787 as a New York delegate to the Constitutional Convention. Later with
John Jay and James Madison, Hamilton wrote a series of essays (Federalists Papers) attempting
to convince the people of the necessity of ratifying the Constitution. Because of Hamilton’s
knowledge of finances, he was appointed as the first Secretary of the Treasury under
Washington’s administration.
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Alexander Hamilton
Beliefs: During the Constitutional Convention, he was an advocate for a strong centralized
government, with the “best people” (educated, wealthy allowing them the time to serve, and with a
public spirit to serve) serving as the leaders. Later, in his position as Secretary of the Treasury,
he had a great influence on the financial growth of the United States and believed that the future
of the United States lay in becoming an industrial giant like Great Britain. While serving in
Washington’s cabinet, he bitterly disagreed with Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson over the
policies and future direction for the U.S. This dispute led to the creation of the first two political
parties, with Hamilton’s followers established the Federalist Party. The core of this party believed
that the central government should be strong, relying on a broad or loose interpretation of the
powers in the Constitution. The Federalist Party also wanted to protect the interests of business,
manufacturing, and trade to assure the financial security of the nation.

Thomas Jefferson
Personal Background: Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743 to a privileged family. His parents
were wealthy plantation owners in Virginia. Even though he was part of the upper class,
Jefferson’s parents taught him that he was no better than those who did not have the advantages
that he did. They taught him charity and compassion. Jefferson received what would be
considered a classical education for a man of privilege. He graduated with highest honors from
the College of William and Mary. Jefferson’s father died when Jefferson was fourteen. He left his
son 5,000 acres of land fully staffed with slaves. Jefferson built his home there, which eventually
became known as Monticello. He was known to be a great writer and a hard worker. His
interests included his family, music, architecture, science, exercise, reading, writing, and
collecting books. Jefferson was comfortable with people from all walks of life, wealthy gentlemen
and poor farmers as well. He often dressed more like the common man than the country
gentleman he was.
Constitution: After the war, he served as minister to France from 1785 to 1789, and therefore
did not attend the Constitutional Convention. He generally supported the document but wished
for a Bill of Rights. Upon ratification of the Constitution, President Washington appointed
Jefferson as the first Secretary of State.
Beliefs: Jefferson believed the best government was one that governed the least allowing the
people to enjoy the blessing of liberty. Therefore, to keep the government small and in check, the
Constitution was to be strictly interpreted and only allowed the powers that were clearly defined in
the document. As Secretary of State, he first met Alexander Hamilton in cabinet meetings. The
two first disagreed over the payment of the war debt. Hamilton wanted the new government to
assume all the states’ debt while Jefferson disagreed since many of the Southern states had
already paid their debt. This controversy as well as others later led to the formation of the first
political parties. Jefferson’s supporters were known as Democratic-Republicans. The core
beliefs of the party felt the future of the United States lay in the agricultural potential of the land.
Jefferson and his followers also stood for a government that protected the liberty and rights of
common man who had fought and defeated the British. They were also fearful of the national
government dominating the rights of the states.
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Hamilton

We should support the French in their Revolution because ….

Jefferson

You should NOT support Alexander
Hamilton’s financial plan because….

My impression of the new U.S. Constitution is….

What were the names of the first two political parties in our country?

We should stay neutral with regards to the French
Revolution because ….

You should support my financial plan
because….

My impression of the new U.S. Constitution is….

Use the readings on Hamilton’s Financial Plan and Political Parties to answer the “Cabinet Battle” Chart and the questions
below.

“Ready for a Cabinet Battle?”

George Washington’s Administration: Whiskey Rebellion
Challenging the Authority of the National Government
Complete a four-part analysis using primary documents and a secondary source to
understand the importance of the Whiskey Rebellion and the challenge it presented
to the new national government’s power as defined in the Constitution.
Part One: Analyzing the Whiskey Rebellion
Read the paragraph below and answer the questions.
In 1794, Pennsylvania farmers took up arms in rebellion against the government's tax collectors
because they were angry about new taxes on whiskey. The excise tax on whiskey was part of
Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton’s financial plan to repay the debts of the American
Revolution. The farmers were upset with the tax because part of the farmers’ income came from
selling whiskey distilled from their corn. This was going to cut into their profit. They also
resented this new tax passed by the federal government because they felt taxation should be
handled at the state level as it had under the Articles of Confederation. They argued this was a
continuation of “taxation without representation” that had caused many of them to join the fight
against the British just a few years before. President George Washington put on his old military
uniform and with Alexander Hamilton led 13,000 federal militia troops to put down the rebellion.
When the farmers heard about this, they fled. Many Americans saw the Whiskey Rebellion as the
first serious test of the national government’s strength and ability to survive under the new
Constitution.
1. After reading the short summary of the event, identify three things you learned about the
Whiskey Rebellion?

2. What is your initial opinion of the following:
The farmers’ actions?

Washington’s actions?

3. How would you describe this event to a person who has never heard about the Whiskey
Rebellion?

4. How does this event help you understand the issues that are raised with the power of the
national government and the power of the state under the new Constitution?
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Part Two—Analyzing an Image of the Whiskey Rebellion
Take a pencil and lightly divide the picture below into four sections using the stars
as a guide. Answer the questions that follow.
A

B

C

D

1. What is going on in each quadrant?
A
B
C
D
2. What is the relationship of this image to the events described in the summary of the Whiskey
Rebellion read in Part 1 of the analysis?
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Part Two—Analyzing an Image of the Whiskey Rebellion
Complete the following questions using the image on page 12.
3. Review the image to determine what this image shows about the time period, location,
or culture.
 Describe the setting?



How does the setting help identify the time period?



What ideas about this time period can one learn by viewing this image?

4. Evaluate the image to identify the most powerful and least powerful parts.


What is the first thing you notice when looking at this image?



What would a person from another time period learn from viewing this image?



If you were in the image, what role would you play and why?

4. Write an appropriate caption for the
image.
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Part three—Analyzing a Letter from President Washington to Secretary of the
Treasury, Alexander Hamilton Dealing with the Whiskey Rebellion.
Follow the direction after each quote from the letter.
Letter from George Washington to Alexander Hamilton, September 7, 1792
Mount Vernon, September 7, 1792.
“Sir: The last post brought me your letter of the 1st instant, with the enclosures respecting the
disorderly conduct of the Inhabitants of the Western Survey of the District of Pennsylvania, in
opposing the execution of what is called the Excise Law; and of the insults which have been
offered by some of them to the Officers who have been appointed to collect the duties on
distilled spirits agreeably thereto.”

Circle the words in the first part of the letter that indicate how President
Washington feels about the Western Pennsylvanian farmers’ protest.

“Such conduct in any of the Citizens of the United States, under any circumstances that can
well be conceived, would be exceedingly reprehensible; but when it comes from a part of the
Community for whose protection the money arising from the Tax was principally designed, it
is truly unaccountable, and the spirit of it much to be regretted.”

Circle the words in this part of the letter that reinforce Washington’s opinion of the
protest.
“…But if, notwithstanding, opposition is still given to the due execution of the Law, I have no
hesitation in declaring, if the evidence of it is clear and unequivocal, that I shall, however
reluctantly I exercise them, exert all the legal powers with which the Executive is invested, to
check so daring and unwarrantable a spirit. It is my duty to see the Laws executed: to permit
them to be trampled upon with impunity would be repugnant to it; nor can the Government
longer remain a passive spectator of the contempt with which they are treated.”

Underline the part of the letter that describes what Washington is prepared to do if
Hamilton’s efforts don’t succeed.
Explain why you agree or disagree with Washington’s plan of action?

Source: The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745- 1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.--vol. 32 Online
Location: http://www.eastconn.org/tah/1011CP2_WhiskeyRebellion.pdf
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Part Four: Analyzing Point of Views in the Whiskey Rebellion
Was President Washington right in using the militia to put down the Western
Pennsylvania farmers’ protest against the whiskey tax imposed by the
national government?
Answer the question above from two points of view and explain your arguments for
this position.

Point of View—President Washington

Point of View—A Farmer in Western Pennsylvania hurt by the whiskey tax
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George Washington’s Administration: Washington’s Farewell Address
George Washington served two terms in office. During his presidency, his foreign policy was to
remain neutral, and he warned the country against European entanglement and political parties in
his Farewell Address. George Washington is referred to as the “Father of our Country.”
As you read the excerpts from Washington’s Farewell Address in 1796, you are to
use both the Backwards Skimming and Forward Reading techniques.
1. Backwards Skimming - Start from the bottom of each paragraph and skim the words.
Circle unfamiliar words or phrases. (Don’t Read - Just Glance at the words).

2. Forward Reading - Start from the beginning of each paragraph, read the excerpts
(use the words in the brackets to help with definitions) and underline quotes you feel
are connected to Washington’s feelings about leaving office, his view on political
parties, and his warnings against foreign alliances.

Excerpt One: Feelings about Leaving Office
The acceptance of, and continuance (remaining) hitherto (until now) in, the office to which your
suffrages (vote) have twice called me have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination (interest) to
the opinion of duty and to a deference for what appeared to be your desire. I constantly hoped
that it would have been much earlier in my power, consistently with motives which I was not at

liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from which I had been reluctantly drawn. The
strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last election, had even led to the
preparation of an address to declare it to you; but mature reflection on the then perplexed
(puzzled) and critical posture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of
persons entitled (special treatment) to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea.
Complete the following based on the reading above.
1. In this segment of his address, Washington believed….

2. In your opinion, did we listen to President Washington? Explain.
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George Washington’s Administration: Washington’s Farewell Address
As you read the excerpts from Washington’s Farewell Address in 1796, you are to
use both the Backwards Skimming and Forward Reading techniques.
Excerpt Two: Dangers of Political Factions (Parties)
In contemplating (thinking) the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of
serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by
geographical discriminations, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing
men may endeavor (try hard) to excite (strong feelings) a belief that there is a real difference of
local interests and views...You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and
heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each
other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal (friendship) affection…
…I have already intimated (frightened) to you the dangers of parties in the State, with particular
reference to the founding of them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more
comprehensive view (world view), and warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful
(harmful) effects of the spirit of party generally…The alternate domination of one faction over
another, natural to party dissension…is a frightful despotism (absolute power)…The disorders
and miseries which result gradually incline in the minds of men to seek security and repose
(rest) in the absolute power of an individual…
3. In this segment of his address, Washington believed….

4. In your opinion, did we listen to President Washington? Explain.

Excerpt Three: Dangers of Foreign Alliances or Entanglements
The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial (trade)
relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already
formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. Europe has a
set of primary interests which to us have none; or a very remote relation. Hence she must be
engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns.
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial (fake) ties in the
ordinary vicissitudes (unwelcome change) of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and
collisions of her friendships or enmities…
5. In this segment of his address, Washington believed….
6. In your opinion, did we listen to President Washington? Explain.
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George Washington’s Administration: Foreign Policy
Read the student background reading (on this page and the next) and complete the
“Thinking Notes” and chart. “Thinking Notes” (adapted from Teachingchannel.org
ELA/Reading) use the following symbols to help analyze and understand a reading.
* for the main Idea – what is the foreign policy of that president?
! for known information – I already knew that information – Yeah for me!
? for raises a question – possible discussion point for class
?? for something is unclear or confusing – I need more clarification
= for any connections you can make – historical or current event

Within a short time after Washington took office as the first President, a conflict between
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson and Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton
emerged. The two disagreed on several issues concerning the direction the U.S. should take,
and one of these dealt with foreign policy. Hamilton believed that the United States should
develop into an industrial nation because of its natural resources. With that in mind, he felt that
even though the nation had just fought Great Britain for its independence, the United States
should favor the British in trade matters. In contrast, Thomas Jefferson favored the French for
the support they had given the U.S. in the Revolutionary War. The differing points of view on this
and other issues gave rise to the development of the first political parties. Those who supported
the ideas of Jefferson became known as the Democratic-Republicans, while those who supported
Hamilton were known as Federalists. Jefferson argued that not only had the French aided the
U.S. in its struggle for independence from the British, but also that they were currently fighting for
democracy in the French Revolution which had broken out the same year Washington was
inaugurated as the first President of the U.S. This conflict over support and alliances with the
French or the British dominated the foreign policy of the next three Presidents.
While President Washington attempted to stay neutral (not take sides) in any conflict
between the French and the British, it became increasingly difficult for the U.S. to stay out of the
ongoing tension between the two nations. In 1793, he issued the Proclamation of Neutrality. In
this proclamation, he announced that the U.S. would remain friendly and impartial toward both,
even after France declared war on England. The proclamation also maintained that the U.S.
would steer clear of involvement in any European conflict
In 1794 John Jay negotiated a treaty with the British in an attempt to ease the tensions
between the U.S. and Britain. During their ongoing war with the French, the British began to stop
private American merchant ships headed to France. They even took American sailors from the
ships and forced them into the British navy. This practice was called impressment. Finally, the
British had not fulfilled a term of the treaty that ended the American Revolution by not leaving all
of their posts in the Northwest Territory. Americans also believed the British were encouraging
and supporting the Indians who were carrying out raids on Americans moving into the area.
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George Washington’s Administration: Foreign Policy
After you have finished reading and used the “Thinking Notes” strategy, complete
the student chart.
The British did agree in Jay’s Treaty to give up their posts in the Northwest. The treaty gave
the U.S. limited trade privileges with other British colonies that other nations enjoyed. Nothing
was said about the seizure of American ships or the impressment of the American sailors into the
British navy or the slaves the British had carried off. This treaty proved to be very unpopular in
the United States but the U.S. did avoid war with the British for another 18 years, and it signaled
England’s recognition of the United States.

In 1795 Pinckney’s Treaty with Spain proved to be much more popular. It was clearly a
victory for the U.S. when the Spanish granted the U.S. free navigation of the Mississippi River,
including for three years the right to use the port at New Orleans. The Spanish also agreed to
restrain Indians on the southwestern frontier. It also established the boundary of West Florida at
the 31 parallel.
st

As Washington prepared to leave the presidency after serving two terms, he summarized his
beliefs about the importance of maintaining the neutrality of the U.S. in his Farewell Address. In
that address, Washington urged the development of commercial relationships with all nations and
warned of the dangers of entangling permanent alliances with any foreign nation that might lead
the United States into war. He argued that the U.S. should follow a policy of noninvolvement, not
one of isolationism. Noninvolvement meant that the U.S. would be able to trade with all
nations. This policy would prove difficult to follow as the tension between the French and the
British continued to grow.
Fill in the chart using the bolded words in the readings to help. Draw a picture/
symbol to represent the president’s foreign policy. Be sure to answer the question:
What is the foreign policy of that president? Use your own words.
President

What is the President’s Foreign Policy?

George Washington
(1789-1797)
Draw a Picture/Symbol to Represent
His Foreign Policy
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President John Adams’ Administration
Read the student background reading (on this page and the next) and complete the
“Thinking Notes” and chart. “Thinking Notes” (adapted from Teachingchannel.org
ELA/Reading) use the following symbols to help analyze and understand a reading.
* for the main Idea – what is the foreign policy of that president?
! for known information – I already knew that information – Yeah for me!
? for raises a question – possible discussion point for class
?? for something is unclear or confusing – I need more clarification
= for any connections you can make – historical or current event

The second President, John Adams, a Federalist, tried to continue the
policy of neutrality established by President Washington. He was
determined to avoid war and maintain peace. However in 1797, the
French, who were angry over the Proclamation of Neutrality and Jay’s
Treaty, began to attack American merchant ships. The French argued
that both the Neutrality Proclamation and Jay’s Treaty were in conflict with
the Franco American Alliance that had been signed in 1778 when the
French came to the aid of the U.S. during the Revolution.
Tension between France and the United States grew even more heated when an American
delegation led by Charles C. Pinckney, Elbridge Gerry, and John Marshall met with three men
who identified themselves as X, Y, and Z in an attempt to ease the situation between the two
nations. The three French men demanded an apology for comments made by President Adams,
a bribe, and a loan which they really considered a gift. The X, Y, and Z Affair as it became known
did not sit well with President Adams. When President Adams shared the correspondence
concerning the demands of the French with Congress, the mood for war with France
grew. Congress authorized the capture of French armed ships and future trade with the French
was suspended. Because the all-out war was not declared it was called the Quasi War. The
conflict between the two nations on the seas lasted for the next two and a half years. This
delighted the British, and plans for a stronger alliance between Great Britain and the U.S.
progressed.
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President John Adams’ Administration
After you have finished reading and used the “Thinking Notes” strategy, complete
the student chart.
In 1798, President Adams entered into an agreement with Napoleon ending the alliance
between the French and the Americans that had been established in 1778 during the American
Revolution. Both also agreed to stop the naval conflict on the seas that had been going on for
the past two years. President Adams, a Federalist, went one step further to stop support for the
French and the pro-French Democratic Republicans back in the U.S. He asked Congress to
pass the Alien and Sedition Acts. Among other provisions, the Alien Acts gave the president the
power to deport any alien he considered dangerous to the United States. The Sedition Act
provided fines and imprisonment for any person who spoke or wrote “false, scandalous, or
malicious” statements about Congress or the President. Critics saw both of these laws as
attempts to silence critics of Adams and his Federalist policies. These two laws, especially the
Sedition Acts, threat to the First Amendment, were thought to be a huge contributing factor in
Thomas Jefferson’s defeat of John Adams in his bid for re-election in 1800.

Fill in the chart using the bolded words in the readings to help. Draw a picture/
symbol to represent the president’s foreign policy. Be sure to answer the question:
What is the foreign policy of that president? Use your own words.

President

What is the President’s Foreign Policy?

John Adams
(1797-1801)
Draw a Picture/Symbol to Represent
His Foreign Policy
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SKILL: Summary
Read about the XYZ Affair and fill in the bottom of the worksheet using the skill of
Summary.
Create a Story Page using the information from the Event Card worksheet. Story Pages
are similar to graphic novels. Draw or illustrate the event, using the bubbles to describe
the scene. Make sure to illustrate the vocabulary term at the top in at least one of the
scenes.

[Beginning] First of all…

[Middle] Also…

[End] In conclusion….
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Impressment

END
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Thomas Jefferson’s Administration
Read the student background reading (on this page and the next) and complete the
“Thinking Notes” and chart. “Thinking Notes” (adapted from Teachingchannel.org
ELA/Reading) use the following symbols to help analyze and understand a reading.
* for the main Idea – what is the foreign policy of that president?
! for known information – I already knew that information – Yeah for me!
? for raises a question – possible discussion point for class
?? for something is unclear or confusing – I need more clarification
= for any connections you can make – historical or current event

Thomas Jefferson and Foreign Policy
In his Inaugural Address, Thomas Jefferson warned against the U.S.
forming any entangling alliances just as President Washington had done in
his Farewell Address. At the same time, U.S. trade ships crossing the
Atlantic were being attacked by Barbary Pirates. The Barbary Pirates from
the North African states had long attacked European ships along the
northern coast of Africa. To protect their ships, the British had signed
treaties with the pirates. These treaties also included protection for the
British colonies. However, with American independence, the U.S. no longer
enjoyed safety from the pirates unless the U.S. negotiated treaties and
agreed to pay for protection. One of the major reasons for establishing a U.S. navy in 1794 was
in response to this threat. In 1801, the burden of paying for protection (tribute) became too heavy
for the young U.S. economy, and war with the Barbary pirates began. The U.S. was able to win
the conflict and end the payment of tribute for a few years. This was the first time that a U.S.
president had committed U.S. troops to a foreign war. The war also pointed out a need for
professionally trained military officers who were now to be trained at West Point.
Staying neutral in the ongoing war between the French and British continued to be a difficult

position to maintain, especially after Napoleon seized control of the French government. From
1803 to 1812, the British and French battled each other with France dominating on land and the
British dominating the seas. In 1803 Napoleon surprised the U.S. by offering to sell the Louisiana
Territory to the United States for 15 million dollars. He needed the money for his European
campaign while the U.S. wanted to stop any threat of French expansion in North America.

The

Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the U.S. by giving the land from the Mississippi
River to the Rocky Mountains, including Louisiana to the United States. It also ended the French
colonial claims in North America.
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Thomas Jefferson’s Administration
After you have finished reading and used the “Thinking Notes” strategy, complete
the student chart.

During the war, one of the tactics both the French and British tried was to blockade the other
and prevent any supplies from getting to their enemy. The British blockade was more successful
because of Britain’s superior navy. The British became even more aggressive, continuing to
seize both American ships and sailors, forcing them into service with the British navy
(impressment), saying they were actually British deserters. As interference by the British
increased, Americans demanded action. President Jefferson did not feel the U.S. was in a
position to fight the British again, so he got Congress to pass the Embargo Act in 1807. This act
banned all foreign trade for the time being. Federalists in New England strongly opposed the act
since the economy of this area relied heavily on trade. The Embargo Act was often violated and
largely considered a failure because it hurt American trade. It also led to the growing bitterness
between the U.S. and Britain. In March 1809, just three days before Jefferson left office,
Congress repealed the Embargo Act and replaced it with the Nonintercourse Act. This new act
legalized American trade with all world ports except those under French and British
control. Jefferson left office having avoided war with either the French or British, but the tension
was still high, especially between the U.S. and Britain.

Fill in the chart using the bolded words in the readings to help. Draw a picture/
symbol to represent the president’s foreign policy. Be sure to answer the question:
What is the foreign policy of that president? Use your own words.
President

What is the President’s Foreign Policy?

Thomas Jefferson
(1801-1809)
Draw a Picture/Symbol to Represent
His Foreign Policy
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Thomas Jefferson’s Administration: Louisiana Purchase
Read the paragraph below, color the area that represents the Louisiana Purchase on
the map and answer the questions below.
In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson purchased a very large section of land of over 800,000
square miles from Napoleon of France for $15 million. The land stretched from the Mississippi
River to the Rocky Mountains and doubled the size of the United States. Jefferson then sent
Lewis and Clark on a military expedition to explore the new territory.

1. What is the new western boundary of the United States after the Louisiana Purchase?

2. The Louisiana Purchase _______________________ the size of the United States.

3. What country did we purchase Louisiana from?

4. The control of which natural feature was the most important geographical advantage of
the purchase?
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James Madison’s Administration
Read the student background reading (on this page and the next) and complete the
“Thinking Notes” and chart. “Thinking Notes” (adapted from Teachingchannel.org
ELA/Reading) use the following symbols to help analyze and understand a reading.
* for the main Idea – what is the foreign policy of that president?
! for known information – I already knew that information – Yeah for me!
? for raises a question – possible discussion point for class
?? for something is unclear or confusing – I need more clarification
= for any connections you can make – historical or current event

James Madison and Foreign Policy
When James Madison took office in 1809, he tried to maintain
Jefferson’s policies with regards to the ongoing conflict between the
French and British. President Madison made efforts to resume trade with
both the French and the British at times, but continued attacks on
American ships and failed agreements with these countries left Madison
with no choice but to continue the ban on trade.
Tension between Britain and the U.S. continued to grow with problems
in the Northwest Territory. Americans living in the Northwest Territory
believed the English were again stirring up the Indians against
settlers. With the Indian Problems, General William Henry Harrison was sent to the area to
protect the settlers.

He engaged the Indians and defeated them at the Battle of

Tippecanoe. While this seemed to settle one problem, the demand for war with the British
increased. Many in Congress, including Henry Clay who had been chosen as Speaker of the
House, believed war with the British was inevitable. He and his supporters called “War Hawks”
thought this was also an opportunity for the U.S. to get Canada if the U.S. was victorious. War

Hawks from states in the South also thought this might be an excellent opportunity for the U.S. to
get Spanish Florida. Therefore in October of 1810 with this goal in mind, Madison issued a
proclamation that extended American jurisdiction to the Perdido River in West Florida.
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James Madison’s Administration
After you have finished reading and used the “Thinking Notes” strategy, complete
the student chart.
Finally in June of 1812, Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war against the
British. In his speech he listed grievances that had built up over the years. In the first year of the
War of 1812, the U.S. attempted to march into Canada, but was defeated. In October 1814,
the British army captured Washington, D.C. and burned government buildings. By December
1814, both sides were finally able to agree to stop fighting and negotiate a peace treaty. It took
over a month for the terms of the treaty to reach the United States. Before that happened,

General Andrew Jackson led the American forces in a major victory over the British at the Battle
of New Orleans. The Treaty of Ghent was officially ratified by the U.S. Senate on February 18,
1815. This treaty is generally thought to be favorable to the U.S. despite the fact that the British
had secured major victories on both the land and sea. The treaty restored relations and the
boundaries of both nations to their status before the war. In other words, neither side gained or
lost territory. The importance of the war has often been debated. While no territory was gained,
most believe that as a result of the War of 1812, the independence of the United States was
finally accepted by the British. In 1815, Napoleon was defeated by a combined European force
led by the British, and the tension between the U.S. and France began to ease with regards to
trade. From this point forward, relations between the U.S. and Britain moved forward, and the
two nations became major trading partners and eventually allies.
Fill in the chart using the bolded words in the readings to help. Draw a picture/
symbol to represent the president’s foreign policy. Be sure to answer the question:
What is the foreign policy of that president? Use your own words.

President

What is the President’s Foreign Policy?

James Madison
(1809-1817)
Draw a Picture/Symbol to Represent
His Foreign Policy
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James Madison: War of 1812
Read the paragraph and answer the questions below.
The War of 1812 had a significant impact on our country. The most
important was the shift to a market economy and economic growth. Due to
the British blockade during the war, the United States increased
manufacturing within the country. With the help of northern businessmen,
money was invested in companies to manufacture products. These were
sold within our country creating a market economy. Farmers sold their
crops to cities and cities sold their manufactured goods to farmers.

Once the war was over and the blockade lifted, the demand for many of the crops,
including rice, cotton, tobacco and grain increased because Europe had not been
able to obtain these products during the war. This increased demand benefitted
American farmers. The United States emerged from the War of 1812 more
economically stable.

1. How was the U.S. economy impacted by the War of 1812?

2. Why did U.S. manufacturing increase during the War of 1812?

3. Once the British blockade was lifted, what farm products were shipped to Europe?
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James Monroe’s Administration
Read the student background reading (on this page and the next) and complete the
“Thinking Notes” and chart. “Thinking Notes” (adapted from Teachingchannel.org
ELA/Reading) use the following symbols to help analyze and understand a reading.
* for the main Idea – what is the foreign policy of that president?
! for known information – I already knew that information – Yeah for me!
? for raises a question – possible discussion point for class
?? for something is unclear or confusing – I need more clarification
= for any connections you can make – historical or current event
James Monroe and Foreign Policy
From 1817 to 1823, the United States entered into a period of peace and
prosperity that became known as the “Era of Good Feelings.” In 1816
Democratic-Republican James Monroe became the fifth President of the
United States. In 1820, he was reelected after receiving all but one electoral
vote. This period was also characterized by strong nationalistic and patriotic
feelings by most Americans because of the War of 1812. As a result the
government became more aggressive with regards to foreign policy. The
relationship between the U.S. and Britain continued to improve.

In 1817,

Britain and the U.S. signed the Rush-Bagot Agreement which included naval disarmament on
the Great Lakes. This policy of disarmament was later extended to include the entire U.S.
Canada border. In 1818 at a convention in London, the U.S. was granted fishing rights along
parts of Newfoundland and the Labrador coasts, and the northern boundary of the Louisiana
Purchase was adjusted. The treaty also provided that the United States and Britain would jointly
occupy the Oregon Country. These two treaties marked the beginning of mutual respect,
understanding, and cooperation between the two nations that has continued to the present.
In 1819 Secretary of State John Quincy Adams negotiated the Adams-Onis Treaty with
Spain. In this treaty the U.S. acquired East Florida and received validation for its seizure of West

Florida that had occurred during Madison’s presidency. Spain also ceded its claims to the
Oregon Territory to the U.S. while the U.S. agreed to give up any claim to Texas.
With these steps, foreign policy took a backseat, and the nation focused on domestic affairs
until the early 1820s. While Spain had been occupied with the Napoleonic Wars in Europe, many
Latin American colonies under their control began to fight to win their independence and proclaim
themselves as new independent republics. In 1822 President Monroe sent a message to
Congress advocating U.S. recognition of these new Latin American republics.
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James Monroe’s Administration
After you have finished reading and used the “Thinking Notes” strategy, complete
the student chart.
By 1823, Monroe became worried that European powers were about to try and restore all of
South America to Spain. Later that year, British Foreign Secretary George Canning proposed
that the U.S. join Britain in a manifesto designed to prevent European intervention in the New
World. Advising President Monroe, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams believed that the U.S.
should act alone in making a statement about the Western Hemisphere. In his annual message
to Congress in December, 1823 President Monroe outlined his plan which became known as the
Monroe Doctrine. According to this doctrine, the U.S. decreed that the Western Hemisphere
was now closed to future colonization. Secondly, the U.S. agreed not to interfere with any
existing European colony in the Western Hemisphere. Next, the U.S. agreed not to interfere with
internal concerns of European powers. Finally, any attempt by a European nation to intervene in
the Western Hemisphere would be regarded as dangerous to the peace and safety of the
U.S. Whether or not the U.S. would intervene would be at the discretion of the President. The
Monroe Doctrine proved to be popular with U.S. citizens. It has served as the foreign policy
guiding the U.S. with regards to the Western Hemisphere to this day.
Fill in the chart using the bolded words in the readings to help. Draw a picture/
symbol to represent the president’s foreign policy. Be sure to answer the question:
What is the foreign policy of that president? Use your own words.

President

What is the President’s Foreign Policy?

James Monroe
(1817-1825)
Draw a Picture/Symbol to Represent
His Foreign Policy
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to the next round because….

to the next round because….

The President that made the BEST foreign policy decisions is _____________________ because….

I chose to send _______________

I chose to send _______________

It’s tournament time and who is the winner? Below you will find a tournament bracket. Think about what you
have learned about the foreign policies of the early presidents. If these presidents had to compete against
each other who would win? Complete the sentences below to explain your reasoning.

The Winner Is ?

The Judicial Branch - The Supreme Court
Several important and historical Supreme Court decisions established the Constitution as the
supreme law of the land and the Court as a separate and independent branch of government.
Read the paragraphs over each court case and answer the questions that follow.

Marbury v. Madison, 1803
William Marbury was appointed Justice of the Peace by John Adams
in his final days in office as President, but his appointment papers
were not delivered before Jefferson took office. President Jefferson
forbade his Secretary of State James Madison to deliver Marbury’s
appointment papers. Marbury then hired a lawyer and sued
Madison. Using a part of the Judiciary Act of 1789, the U.S.
Supreme Court, headed by Chief Justice John Marshall, heard the
case under its original jurisdiction (first and only court to hear it) in
1803. The Court dismissed the case and thus did not rule for or
against Marbury. Of more importance, the Court struck down part of
the Judiciary Act of 1789 as unconstitutional because the Court
decided it was in conflict with Article III of the Constitution. This was
the first time the Supreme Court overturned part of an act of
Congress and claimed that it had the power of judicial
review.
Judicial review is the power to decide if laws are
constitutional.
By exerting this power, the Supreme Court
established itself as a co-equal branch of government.
1)

Judiciary
Act
of 1789

How did Marbury v. Madison affect the power of the Judicial Branch?

2) How did the Supreme Court’s decision in Marbury v. Madison illustrate the idea of
“checks and balances?
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The Judicial Branch - The Supreme Court
Read the paragraphs over each court case and answer the questions that follow.

McCulloch v. Maryland, 1819
In 1819, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the federal government in the case of
McCulloch v. Maryland. Using Alexander Hamilton’s financial plan, the U.S.
Congress chartered the Second Bank of the United States in 1816. Its largest
branch was located in Baltimore, Maryland. The state of Maryland did not agree
that the federal government had the power under the U.S. Constitution to charter a
bank. In an effort to put the bank out of business, the state passed a law placing a
heavy tax on all transactions conducted at the Baltimore branch of the Bank. James McCulloch,
the bank manager, refused to pay the tax and was prosecuted and convicted in a Maryland
court. McCulloch then appealed to the Supreme Court. The case went to the Supreme Court to
answer the questions of whether the federal government had the power to create a national bank
and whether a state government had the power to tax it. The Supreme Court, led by John
Marshall, ruled in favor of the federal government saying “the power to tax involves the power to
destroy.” The decision strengthened the power of the federal government.
In the Supreme Court case McCulloch v. Maryland, what questions did the Supreme Court
answer?

Gibbons v. Ogden, 1824
The New York Legislature granted a 20-year monopoly to Aaron
Ogden to operate steamboats in New York waters, but the U.S.
Congress granted a license to Thomas Gibbons to engage in the
coastal trade and operate steamboats between New York and New
Jersey. Ogden sued Gibbons in a New York court, and the court
ruled in Ogden’s favor. Gibbons appealed the decision to the U.S.
Supreme Court. In 1824, the U.S. Supreme Court, presided over by
Chief Justice John Marshall, heard arguments between the two competing steamboat operators in
the case of Gibbons v. Ogden. In its decision, the Court explained that Congress had the power
under the interstate commerce clause of Article I, Section 8 to grant Gibbons a license to operate
steamboats between New York and New Jersey. Since Article VI of the Constitution makes laws of
the U.S. that do not conflict with the Constitution part of the supreme law of the land, New York’s
action had to give way. Along with cases like Marbury v. Madison and McCulloch v. Maryland, this
case further strengthened the power of the federal government.
What was the Supreme Court’s decision in Gibbons v. Ogden and why is it significant?
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