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 Early Statehood (1845- 1860) 

During the early years of statehood, tensions between Texas and Mexico continued.  They 

included disagreements over the location of the U.S.- Mexico border and U.S. expansion in the 

West.  Expansion led to the Mexican-American War.  After a two-year war, the United States 

gained land from Mexico that extended its borders to the Pacific Ocean.  The population of Texas 

grew as immigration from Europe and southern U.S. states increased.  The waves of immigration 

displaced American Indians from their native lands onto reservations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Using the both the reading and the map above, identify which two rivers were  

involved in the disagreement between the United States and Mexico concerning the  

 location of the border between the two nations.  Complete the sentence below. 

 

The Mexicans believed the _______________ River was the border while  

 

 

the United States believed it was the ________________ River. 
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Early Statehood Vocabulary  

Draw It Out!   The following chart contains important vocabulary words from 
             this unit.  As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart  below, create a picture  or  
       symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read about  
       Early Statehood. 

Vocabulary 

Term 
Definition Draw It Out! 

Admission  Permission given to enter a place  
  

Treaty  
 

(* Review from 
Texas Revolution 
Module) 

A written agreement between 
countries in which they agree to do 
specific things  

  

Cession or Ceded 
 

(* Review from 
Spanish Colonial 
Module) 

To give control of (something) to 
another person, group, government, 
etc.  

  

Compromise 
 

(*Review from 
Texas Revolution 
Module) 

People wanting different things reach 
an agreement by both giving up 
something they originally wanted  

 

Immigration 
 

(*Review from 
Texas Revolution 
Module) 

The coming of people into a country in 

order to live and work there  
 

Diverse or Diversity  Made up of many different things  
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Texas Admission Act 

 

Read the section below and highlight 8- 10 words that best explain the importance of 

the Texas Admission Act.   

 

Texas became the 28th state when the Texas Admission Act of 1845 passed.  James K. Polk 

supported Texas annexation when he ran for president of the United States in 1844.   When 

President Polk won the election and took office in 1845, he kept his campaign promise.   The U.S. 

Congress passed the Texas Admission Act in December of 1845.  After Texas delegates and 

voters approved annexation, Texas became the 28th state.  The U.S. forgave the former 

Republic’s debt.  Texas now had a U.S. currency.   Texas also benefited from the U.S. Bureau of 

Indian Affairs.  The U.S. government helped Texas with its American Indian relations.  

 

Review the words you highlighted above and write a 2 sentence summary of the 

Texas Admission Act using those 8-10 words. 
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 Seven Principles of Government 
 

In the United States, the set of ideas that form the basis for our government are called Principles 

of Government.  There are seven of them that limit the power of the government.  They are listed 

below along with their definition. 

  Review the images and quotes below and identify which Principle of Government is 

  represented. Write your answer on the line below the image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________ _________________    __________________ ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________  _____________________________     ___________________ 

"The greatest [calamity] which could befall 

[us would be] submission to a government 

of unlimited powers."--  
 

Thomas Jefferson, Declaration and 

Protest of Virginia, [1825] 

Limited 

Government 
Government is not all powerful. It is limited by the rule of law. 

Checks and 

Balances 
Each branch of government has controls (checks) over the other two branches. 

Federalism Power is divided between national and state government. 

Separation of 

Powers 
Power within national government is divided among 3 branches. 

Popular 

Sovereignty 
Ultimate power rests with the citizens. 

Republicanism 
People use their power by choosing representatives to act or speak on their 

behalf. 

Individual 

Rights 

Freedom, protection, and equality are guaranteed to people in the Constitution, 

Bill of Rights, and laws that are created. 

5 © State Bar of Texas 
www.texaslre.org

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jeffdec1.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jeffdec1.asp


 The Constitution of the State of Texas of 1845 
 

As you read about the Texas State Constitution of 1845, look for evidence of one of the 7 

principles of government. Note: Use page 5 for the definitions.   

 

 In the box with the star next to each section, write down the principle and your  

 evidence. The first one is done for you.  HINT:  Sometimes, there might be more than  

 one principle that  might work.  Choose the one you feel is the best. 

 

 

In 1845, Texas joined the union of the United States of America drafted and 

adopted its fourth constitution, The Constitution of the State of Texas of 

1845. Article I of the constitution contained a Bill of Rights. Most of its 

provisions were borrowed from the Bill of Rights of the U. S. Constitution. 

The constitution provided that all free males over 21 who were citizens of the 

U. S. and had resided in Texas for one year (“except Indians not taxed, 

Africans, and descendants of Africans”) were eligible to vote. 

 

This constitution again provided for a popularly elected bicameral legislature, 

which was to meet biennially in Austin, the present capital, until 1850 when 

Texans would vote on a permanent site for the capital. A Governor popularly 

elected for a two-year term headed the executive branch, but in a six-year 

period, the Governor could serve no more than four years. The Governor 

was given the power to choose the judges of the Supreme Court of Texas 

and the judges of District Courts with the advice and consent of two-thirds of 

the Texas Senate. The judicial branch consisted of a Supreme Court, District 

Courts, and such other courts as the legislature might establish. For the first 

time in the history of the state, a separate article of the constitution created a 

General Land Office where all titles to land would be registered. 

 

The constitution allowed slavery to continue and denied the legislature the 

power to emancipate slaves without consent of their owners. However, it did 

authorize the legislature to pass laws obliging slave owners “to treat them 

with humanity; to provide for their necessary food and clothing; to abstain 

from all injuries to them…” One final article of this 1845 Constitution provided 

that because knowledge is essential to the preservation of the rights and 

liberties of the people, “it shall be the duty of the legislature of this state to 

make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of public schools.” 

 

Supporters of this constitution included those that supported the U.S. government, free, male U.S. 

citizens, slave owners, and supporters of public schools. 

 

 

 

     

Example:  Individual 
Rights/ because Article 1 

contained a Bill of 
Rights.  
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 U.S. – Mexican War 
 

 As you read the paragraph below,    
 

Underline the causes that led to the U.S. Mexican War,   
 

important people/events of the war, and  

put an asterisk * by any effects you discover from the war. 

 

The U.S. – Mexican War began when Mexican forces killed American troops during a border 

dispute.  The United States and Mexico disagreed over the location of the U.S.–Mexico 

border.  The U.S. recognized the border as the Rio Grande River; the Mexican government 

claimed the Nueces River as the border.  General Zachary Taylor claimed that Americans were 

killed on American soil by Mexican soldiers.  Congress then declared war against Mexico on May 

13, 1846.  General Taylor enlisted the Texas Rangers because of their fierce fighting skills.  They 

became known as “Los Diablos Tejanos,” or the Texas Devils.  Jack Coffee Hays was one of the 

Texas Rangers who fought with General Taylor.  He was already famous for his bravery in the 

fight against the Texas Comanche.  Hays distinguished himself in the battle to capture Monterrey, 

Mexico.   The U.S. defeated Mexico when General Winfield Scott captured Mexico City in 

September 1847.  The war lasted less than two years. 

 

 You’ve heard the saying, “A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words.”  Create three  

 drawings or symbols that represent  the causes, the  events and/or people, and the   

           effects of the U.S.-Mexican War.  HINT:  Use the words you marked above to help  

 you decide what to draw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

circle  

Causes 

Events or People 

Effects 
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The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo officially ended the U.S. – Mexican War in 1848.  In the treaty, 

the United States gained the territory known as the Mexican Cession.  The Mexican Cession 

included the present-day states of New Mexico, Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah, and parts of 

Texas and Colorado.   The Treaty also included the following terms:  

· The United States paid Mexico $15 million for the newly acquired territory. 

· The Rio Grande became the official border between the U.S. and Mexico. 

· The U.S. agreed to settle all claims by U.S. citizens against Mexico. 

 

On the map below,  

 Color and label the seven present day states that  the United States  

      received from Mexico as a result of the  Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.   

 Label the Rio Grande River. 

 

 

 

 

The land that Mexico gave to the United States in the treaty was known as the  

 

_________________   _________________. 
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 Compromise of 1850 
 

The territories acquired in the Mexican Cession added to the crisis over slavery in the United 

States. Henry Clay, known as the Great Compromiser, drafted the Compromise of 1850.  The 

purpose of Clay’s Compromise was to prevent civil war.  It included five main compromises:   

1. California became a free state. 

2. Texas received $10 million to give up land in present-day New Mexico. 

3. Washington, D.C., ended its slave trade. 

4. The Fugitive Slave Law made it a crime to help any runaway slaves. 

5. Residents of New Mexico and Utah could vote to determine whether their state would 

be a slave state or a free state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/United_States_1850-1853-03.png  

As you know, a compromise means that all sides have to give up something in order to reach an 

agreement.  The north and south had opposite views about whether new United States lands 

should allow slavery or not.  The South wanted slavery to be legal in the new areas and the North 

did not.   

 

Using the map above to help you, place the 5 compromises (above) that make up the 

Compromise of 1850 into the correct column below. 

This compromise made the 
North happy! 

People in the new area got to 
decide! 

This compromise made the 
South happy! 
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 Population Growth In Texas 

As you read the selections about groups immigrating to Texas, highlight reasons    
why they came and answer the questions that follow. 

 

Immigration from the United States 
 

In the early years of Texas statehood, immigration from other regions of the United States led to a 

growing, diverse population. The total population approximately tripled by 1860.  Many settlers 

migrated from southern regions of the United States.  They left G.T.T. signs on their doors, letting 

others know they had “Gone to Texas.”   Enslaved African Americans made up approximately 

thirty percent of the state’s population.  Free African Americans were not welcome.  The state 

passed laws against the immigration of free African Americans.  It also restricted the rights of 

African Americans already living in Texas.  

 

Why do you think Free African Americans were not welcome in Texas? 

  

 

 

 

 

Immigration from Mexico 

 

When the Rio Grande River became the southern border of the United States, Mexicans living 

between the Rio Grande and the previous border along the Nueces River became both Texans 

and U.S. citizens.  

 

 

What challenges or conflicts do you think new U.S citizens living between the   

 Nueces and the Rio Grande rivers might faced? 
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 Immigration from Europe 
 

 As you read about European immigration to Texas,  

 

 1.  underline reasons that made Europeans want to leave their home (PUSH Factors) 

  

 2. reasons that Europeans wanted to come to Texas (PULL Factors).  

  

 Many Europeans came to Texas for economic reasons.  Land was free or inexpensive in 

Texas.  Some came to escape problems in their homeland.  For example, immigrants from Ireland 

wanted to escape from the potato famine that began in 1845 and lasted for seven years.  Others 

came to escape wars, prejudice, and discrimination.  Some settled around the Hill Country in 

present-day towns of Fredericksburg, Boerne, and Italy.  Other immigrants settled in North Texas 

in towns like Muenster.  Successful immigrant communities created rich cultural diversity in the 

state. 

 

Review the notes you made above and complete the chart below by listing factors for 

immigration under the correct column. 

 

 

 

 When people come to Texas from different places around the world, they bring with 

   them their customs and traditions.  How does this make Texas better? 
 

 

 

 

 

Immigration to Texas 

PUSH Factors (why people felt they need-
ed to leave home) 

PULL Factors (why people wanted to 
come to Texas) 

  

circle  
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