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World War II—1939-1945
As you read the following overview of World War II, annotate the passage locating
the following information:
Major Cause of WWII
Axis Power Nations
Allied Power Nations
Reason for U.S. entry
Fronts (Theaters) of the war (hint—there are three)
Event that finally ended the war
The failure of European nations to stop the aggression of Adolf Hitler and other totalitarian

dictators in Italy and Japan led to the outbreak in 1939 of World War II between the Allied and
Axis powers. The major nations that formed the Axis powers were Germany, Italy, and Japan.
The Allied powers consisted of Great Britain and France at the beginning of the war. The Allies
were later joined by the Soviet Union, and eventually the United States. In the years before the
war, the United States had returned to an isolationist policy refusing to sign the Treaty of
Versailles or join the League of Nations. Even when the war broke out in 1939, the Americans
tried to remain neutral. As conditions worsened in Europe, leaving only Britain standing in
Germany’s way, the U.S. began a program to get military equipment to the British to continue the
fight. As a result of the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, the United States joined the Allies
and declared war against the Axis powers in 1941. American men left their jobs and families to
join the armed forces to fight, while those that did not enlist, supported the war by sacrificing and
serving at home. This global war, fought primarily in Europe and the Pacific, would eventually
end in 1945 with an Allied victory. The Nazi army in Europe was defeated first when they
surrendered in May 1945. Later, in September 1945, the Japanese surrendered in the Pacific
after the United States used the first nuclear weapons on two cities in Japan.
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A Pictorial Look at World War II
Number the pictures in the World War II collage. After studying the pictures,
select 3 to analyze below:

Explain why you think these pictures are representative of World War II.


Picture #



Picture #



Picture #
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U.S.

France

Britain

Italy

Germany

5. Label the area of the map representing the Island Hopping Campaign

4. Identify the location of the Holocaust with a star

3. Put a # at the location of Pearl Harbor

2. Color the major Allied Powers in green

1. Color the major Axis Powers in red

U.S.S.R.

Japan

Hawaiian
Islands

Complete the following on the map below. (Note—Use the information throughout the packet to help you if
necessary).

A Geographic Look at World War II

Prediction Exercise
Preview the list of vocabulary terms below to think about how they connect to
World War II. Write the term in the category you feel it best fits:
Pre-World War II

European Front

Pacific Front

Post-World War II

Science and Tech Advancements

Appeasement
Blitzkrieg
Concentration Camp
Final Solution
Internment Camps
Jet Engines
Nazism
Radar
Superpowers
WACS

Antibiotics
Cash and Carry Policy
Denazification
GI Bill
Island Hopping
Lend Lease Policy
Neutrality Acts
Rationing
Two-Front War
War Bonds
5

Atomic weapons
Communism
Fascism
Holocaust
Isolationism
Liberation
Office of War Information
Sonar
Victory Gardens
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Memory Clue

Final
Category

Appeasement Policy adopted by Britain and
France involving making
concessions to Germany’s
aggression in order to prevent
another major war
Antibiotics

New medicines developed in
WWII to add to penicillin which
was first used in the 1920s;
needed to fight bacterial infections
especially those of the wounded
soldiers

Atomic
Weapons

New powerful bombs using a
nuclear reaction; both Germany
and the U.S. were in a race to
develop them; the U.S.
succeeded first with the
Manhattan Project.

Blitzkrieg

German term for the “lightning
fast” offensive attack from the
land and air designed to bring
about a decisive, quick victory;
used to bring about early defeats
by the Nazi forces in Belgium and
France

Cash and
Carry

Policy in the Neutrality Act of
1937 that allowed the President of
the U.S. to sell non-military items
to nations at war as long as:
 a nation paid for them
 transported them on a nonAmerican ship
 they benefited only Allied
nations
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term
Communism

Definition

Memory Clue

Final
Category

Economic and political
ideology adopted by the Soviet
Union (U.S.S.R.) after the 1917
revolution in Russia; ideally all
property is publicly owned, and all
people are paid according to their
needs and abilities

Concentration Camps with harsh conditions set
up by the Germans to detain those
Camps
they perceived as inferior and a
security threat; Examples of these
camps were Auschwitz and
Dachau in which Jews and other
groups felt to be inferior were
imprisoned, tortured, and many
times killed.
Denazification Policy adopted by the Allies at the
end of WWII to remove all aspects
of the Nazi beliefs, customs,
organizations and officials, in
hopes of preventing the rise of
Nazism in the future
Fascism

Authoritarian and nationalistic form
of government that often included
a belief in the supremacy of one
national or ethnic group;
Examples: Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany

Final Solution Name of the German Nazi policy to
exterminate European Jews
completely
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term
GI Bill

Definition

Memory Clue

Final
Category

Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act of 1944 that aided U.S.
military veterans returning
from the war;
Examples of aid included lowcost mortgages, low-interest
business loans, and payments
for educational expenses

Holocaust

Nazi Germany’s methodical
extermination of
approximately 6 million
European Jews and nearly 6
million others deemed inferior
to the German race

Internment

Term for the detention of
Germans, Italians, and
especially the Japanese in
camps throughout the United
States during WWII

Island Hopping

U.S. military strategy for
advancing through the Pacific
Islands held by the Japanese
by driving them back to the
mainland of Japan one island
at a time

Isolationism

Policy of remaining
neutral and apart from other
countries and their political
affairs; practiced by the U.S.
again after World War I
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Memory Clue

Jet Engines

An engine that uses jet
propulsion to increase power
and speed; changed aviation
in World War II

Lend-Lease
Policy

Policy adopted by the U.S.
before they entered World
War II; allowed the U.S. to
“lend” ships, military
equipment, and other
necessary wartime provisions
to the Allies—especially the
British—when conditions were
critical in their fight against the
Nazis

Liberation

Action of setting free those
survivors held in Nazi
concentration camps as the
war ended

Nazism

Political and economic
doctrines of fascism put in
place by the National Socialist
party or Nazis in Germany

Neutrality Acts

Acts from the 1930s
proclaiming the U.S. would
not interfere in the growing
crisis in Europe

9
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Memory Clue

Final
Category

Office of War
Organization created to
Information (OWI) encourage Americans to work
for the war effort; used
photographs from the war
to promote patriotism and
support for the war
Radar

System first developed by the
British to detect the presence,
speed, distance and direction
of nearby aircraft and ships;
used extensively in WWII

Rationing

U.S. policy to regulate the
amount of goods a consumer
could obtain during the war;
rationing coupons attempted
to appeal to the citizens’
patriotism and their role in
helping the war effort.

Sonar

System for detecting objects
underwater along with their
depth; used in World War II to
detect submarines

Superpowers

Names given the countries
with the capacity to dominate
politically and economically
anywhere in the world;
Examples—United States and
the Soviet Union following
WWII
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World War II
As you read each definition below, develop a memory clue to help you remember
the term. Based on the definition, what category would you now use for each—PreWorld War II, European Front, Pacific Front, Home Front, Science and Technology,
Post World War II.

Vocabulary
Term
Two-Front War

Definition

Memory Clue

Final
Category

War where one nation has to
split the military to defend
more than one area;

Example—Germany fighting
the Soviet Union on its
eastern border and France
and England on its western
border OR in a broader sense
the War in Europe and the
War in the Pacific--these were
also called Theaters of the
war
Victory Gardens

"War Gardens" grown by
Americans to help increase
the food supply during the war

WACS

Acronym for the women's
organization (Women’s Air
Corp) that volunteered during
the war; served as nurses,
radio operators, drivers, etc.
to aid in the war effort

War Bonds

The debt securities sold by
the U.S. government to raise
money and finance military
operations during World War
II
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Events Leading to World War II
Read the events that led to the outbreak of World War II. Explain what you think the
effect of each might be and how it relates to the outbreak of World War II.
1.Treaty of Versailles—The treaty that ended World War I in 1919 punished Germany severely
and ignored most of Wilson’s 14 Points for Peace. Germany lost territory to France and Poland,
along with all its overseas colonies. They also had to reduce their military force and accept the
blame for starting the war. Finally Germany had to pay huge reparations—payments for
damages from the war—to the Allied nations.
Effect

2.Great Depression—At the end of the war, the Allies owed the United States over 16 billion
dollars. The only way the Allies were able to pay down on the debt was to rely on reparation
payments by Germany. When the German economy struggled, the German government
borrowed money from the U.S. to pay the war debts. When the stock market crashed in 1929, a
world-wide depression followed. This depression was especially hard in Germany where
unemployment was 50% and inflation was out of control. Japan also suffered economic
problems when their trade declined 50% after the U.S. instituted a restrictive tariff policy.
Effect

3.Rise of Totalitarian Governments—After the 1917 communist revolution in Russia, Joseph
Stalin established a brutal, repressive communist dictatorship in the Soviet Union in
1922. Benito Mussolini rose to power in Italy by 1925 and in Germany, Adolph Hitler assumed
control by 1933. Both Mussolini and Hitler established fascist regimes that promised an end to
the economic troubles and a return to glory. By the 1930s, a military dictatorship with a plan to
dominate Asia took control of the government in Japan.

Effect

4.Failure of the League of Nations—The League of Nations was only effective in solving
disputes among the smaller nations not the major powers. The League was also hindered by the
fact the United States did not join. The League failed to address several major aggressive
actions including Japan’s move into Manchuria (1931) and China (1937) and Italy’s invasion of
Ethiopia in 1935. In 1936, a civil war broke out in Spain and the Fascists took control of
Spain. Germany continued to ignore the terms from the Treaty of Versailles by rearming in 1935
and annexing Austria in 1938, a move called the Anschluss.

Effect

12

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org

Events Leading to World War II
5. Appeasement Policy—After the Anschluss, the British, French, and Germans met at the 1938
Munich Conference to address another demand by the Germans concerning Czechoslovakia,
which lies to the east of Germany. The British and French gave in to the demands of Hitler and
used the appeasement policy to try to avoid another war with Germany. The result was that the
Germans annexed the German-speaking part of Czechoslovakia on the eastern border of
Germany, known as the Sudetenland, and Hitler gave them a pledge of peace.
Effect

6. Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact—Even though the Nazi government and the Communist
governments were arch-enemies, the two nations signed a ten-year non-aggression pact in
August of 1939. The reason Germany wanted to sign the pact with the Soviet Union was to
prevent having to fight both the Soviet Union on their eastern border and the French and British
on their western border when he attacked the country of Poland. Stalin hoped the ten years
would give him the time to build up the Soviet military in preparation for war.
Effect
7. German Invasion of Poland—September 1, 1939—Two days later, on September 3rd,
France and Great Britain declared war on Germany and World War II began in Europe. At first,
the United States and Soviet Union declared their neutrality in the war. However, eventually both
nations were drawn into the war on the side of the Allies when the Axis powers declared war on
the U.S. after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and Germany broke the non-aggression pact by
invading the Soviet Union.
Effect

After reading the seven events, answer the two questions below:
1.Which three events do you believe were the most significant in bringing about another world
war?

2. Which event do you believe was the tipping point that signaled World War II was inevitable and
going to happen? Explain your answer.
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The Three Theaters (Fronts) of World War II
As you read about the three theaters of World War II, highlight the dates and the
events associated with each of these dates.

European Theater
The Beginning of the War in Europe
On September 1, 1939, it became apparent to Britain and France that appeasement had failed
when Germany invaded Poland. Britain and France officially declared war on Germany, on
September 3, 1939. Unknown to Britain and France, Germany signed a nonaggression pact with
the Soviet Union before invading Poland in order to avoid fighting a two-front war and having to
split its military forces to defend two borders. German troops met little resistance as they
marched through the European mainland using massive and coordinated bombing attacks from
the air and tank assaults on land in what they called the “blitzkrieg,” or the lightning war. France
fell in 1940, leaving Britain to face Germany alone. The Germans bombed the British island,
especially London from September 1940 to May 1941. Winston Churchill became the prime
minister during those dark times. Bolstered by these victories, the Germans ordered an attack on
the Soviet Union in June of 1941, disregarding the non-aggression pact. Hitler believed the
western border of Germany was now secure. In response to this attack, the Soviet Union joined
the Allies the same year.
The Holocaust and Final Solution
At approximately the same time as the invasion into the Soviet Union, Germany began planning
the Final Solution. The Final Solution was the Nazi plan to eliminate European Jews whom Hitler
blamed for Germany’s economic problems and losing World War I. The Nazis began persecuting
Jews even before the war started. They seized Jewish property prior to their confinement in
concentration and labor camps throughout Europe. About the same time that Germany invaded
the Soviet Union, implementation of the Final Solution began. Before the end of the war, the
mass extermination resulted in the death of over six million Jews. This mass extermination
became known as the Holocaust. After the D-Day invasion in 1944, Allied troops moved east
toward Berlin As they did so, they discovered the horrors of the Holocaust as they began
liberating the few survivors in the concentration camps.

When the United States declared war on Japan the day after the attack at Pearl Harbor, Germany
declared war on the U.S. This meant that the United States had to fight in both theaters of the
war. In Europe, the Germans continued to have military successes. In 1942, the Battle for
Stalingrad began between Soviet and German forces. This critical battle dragged on with terrible
loss of lives on both sides until the Soviet forces began to push the Germans back. The Battle of
Stalingrad is called the turning point of the European War because it was the first major defeat of
the Germans on land. By 1943, the Allies began to have success in Northern Africa and
Italy. Even though Germany lost ground to the Soviet Union the following year, the war in Europe
continued to drag on.
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European Theater
As you read about the three theaters of World War II, highlight the dates and the
events associated with each of these dates.
Meetings with the Allied Leaders
The leaders of the Allied nations, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States, Winston
Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain, and Joseph Stalin, Marshall of the Soviet Union met
several times to coordinate plans for the war. The meeting held in Tehran in 1943 dealt with the
plans for a coordinated invasion of the mainland of Europe, known as D-Day. Two of these
meetings held at the end of the war were also significant. During the 1945 meeting at Yalta,
Allied leaders outlined the final plans for defeating Germany. The three discussed plans for postEurope, a date for a conference for the United Nations which would replace the League of
Nations, and finally conditions that were to be met for the Soviet Union to finally declare war on
Japan. The final meeting of the three was held at Potsdam on August 2, 1945. Stalin, Churchill
and his replacement Attlee, and Truman who had succeeded to the presidency with the death of
Roosevelt met. Truman was at a decided disadvantage because he had not been part of any
previous meetings with the other two. At Potsdam, the leaders discussed the unconditional
surrender of Japan and the final policy for Germany. However, it was only after the U.S. dropped
the first atomic bomb that the Soviet Union formally declared war on Japan.
The End of the War in Europe
On June 6, 1944, the Allied forces headed by General Dwight D. Eisenhower landed on the
beaches of Normandy, France, and began to push east toward Berlin. This D-Day invasion
marked the beginning of the end for Germany. At the same time, the Soviets marched from the
east. In December 1944, the Germans launched their final major offensive at the Battle of the
Bulge. This battle had two major effects. First, the German army was forced to retreat into
Germany. Second, the intense battle slowed the Allied forces coming from the West to Berlin
and allowed the Soviets to arrive in Berlin first. Caught between the two armies, Hitler committed
suicide on April 30, 1945. The German troops finally surrendered on May 7, 1945.
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European Theatre Timeline
Review the events you highlighted from the European Theatre readings. Record
each event in the appropriate spot on the timeline below. Create a symbol for the 8
you feel are most significant to include by the name of the event on the timeline.

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945
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Pacific Theater
As you read about the three theaters of World War II, highlight the dates and the
events associated with each of these dates.
The Beginning of the War in the Pacific
Beginning in the 1930s the Japanese began steps to catch up on the world stage
both economically and politically. The first major step in this quest was to wage war with China
for control of Asia in 1937. After the military took over the government under the leadership of
General Hideki Tojo, Japan and Germany became allies in a 1940 treaty. On December 7, 1941,
the Japanese carried out a surprise aerial attack on the American fleet docked at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, on Tojo’s orders. The United States immediately declared war on Japan, and later, on
Germany, and Italy, the other Axis powers, when they came to Japan’s defense. Following the
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese swept across the Pacific, island by island all the
way to the Philippines, leaving Australia and Hawaii in danger. General MacArthur had to retreat
from the Philippines when President Roosevelt ordered him to leave and regroup. MacArthur was
upset because he had to leave both Filipino and U.S. soldiers who could not get out before the
Japanese invaded. Before he left, he made a promise to the Filipino people that he would
return. When the U.S. surrendered the Philippines to Japan in April 1942, captured Filipino and
U.S. soldiers were forced to march over 80 miles to a prisoner of war camp. Known as the
Bataan Death March, an estimated 5000 Filipino and Americas died from the harsh conditions
and cruel treatment inflicted by the Japanese. Later that April, American forces known as the
Doolittle Raiders led an air raid on Tokyo. While the damage inflicted by the sixteen bombers was
minor, the raid served as a much-needed boost to the morale of American forces.
The Turning Point in the Pacific, Island Hopping, and the End of the War
In June 1942, the U.S. fleet under the command of Admiral Chester Nimitz halted the Japanese
advance at the Battle of Midway. This victory was a turning point for the war in the Pacific. This
victory allowed the Allied forces to begin their “island hopping” strategy in 1943 to liberate the
Pacific islands one at a time. Each time the Allied forces took an island, they established a
military base to use as the launching point for the next attack. During the island-hopping
campaign, the Navajo Code Talkers played an invaluable role because the Japanese were
unable to decode the U.S. military messages based on the Navajo language. By 1944, the
Japanese had been pushed back to their home islands, but they still refused to surrender even
though the war in Europe was drawing to a close. Japan’s refusal to surrender pushed President
Harry Truman, who had succeeded Franklin Roosevelt upon his death, to order the use of the
secretly developed atomic bomb to force Japan to surrender. After the U.S. dropped two atomic
bombs on the cities of Hiroshima on August 6th and Nagasaki on August 9th, the Japanese finally
surrendered on August 15, 1945. The official surrender occurred on the USS Missouri on
September 2, 1945, formally ending World War II.
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Pacific Theatre Timeline
Review the events you highlighted from the European Theatre readings. Record
each event in the appropriate spot on the timeline below. Create a symbol for the 8
you feel are most significant to include by the name of the event on the timeline.

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945
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Homefront
As you read about the three theaters of World War II, highlight the dates and the
events associated with each of these dates.

Background of the Role of the U.S. Before the War
At first the United States tried to maintain a position of neutrality, but President Franklin
Roosevelt warned the nation of the growing threat posed by the Axis Powers. Congress passed
the Neutrality Act of 1939, attempting to maintain U.S. neutrality amidst the growing conflict in
Europe. However, the act allowed for the sale of war materials if the Allies paid cash and agreed
to transport the goods on their own vessels. In 1940, the U.S. government began selling war
bonds to help finance the preparations for a possible war. The government continued to sell
bonds throughout the war to finance the most expensive war the U.S. had fought to date. As
neutrality became more difficult to maintain, it was apparent that the Allied powers might fall
without additional aid. Therefore, the U.S. began the Lend-Lease program for the Allied nations
in 1941. This program allowed the U.S. to lease or lend any good to a nation whose defense was
necessary for the security of the United States. As U.S. sentiment about neutrality began to
shift, Congress authorized a military buildup of the navy and air force, as well as ordering a
peacetime draft for the first time.
Support from the Home Front-OWI, Industries, Women, and Rationing
Once the United States joined the war, the home front played a vital role in World War II as
Americans at home were asked to find ways to support the war effort. In 1942, the U.S. Office of
War Information (OWI) was created. The OWI used radio, newspapers, posters, and film to
spread the news of the war to all Americans. Those attending a movie were often given a short
update on the war before the feature film. In addition to providing updates on the war effort, this
agency also served to motivate Americans to continue efforts to support the war.
American industries played a huge role in supporting the war effort. In the past, conflicts
between labor and management often led to labor strikes. However, after the 1941 Pearl
Harbor attack, leaders of the AFL and CIO labor unions pledged there would be no strikes while
America was at war. The work of men and women on the homefront was necessary to produce
goods to support our soldiers overseas.
The role of women changed significantly once war began in 1941. Factories were dependent on
workers. As record numbers of men enlisted to fight, women stepped in to fill clerical positions
and often took vacant factory jobs. Posters of “Rosie the Riveter—We Can Do It,” depicting a
young woman who took the factory position of her boyfriend who was in the Marines, became a
symbol of the role women were playing in the war effort. By the end of the war, over 2.5 million
women were involved in the nation’s industrial production. This involvement in the workforce
began to change how women viewed their role in society and set the stage for a demand for
gender equality.
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Homefront
In August 1941 President Roosevelt issued an executive order to create an agency to place price
limits on key goods and to limit American consumption of goods needed in the war effort by
ordering rationing. By May 1942 Americans were issued rationing coupons for items that were in
short supply. Some of these shortages were caused by restrictions on imported items such as
sugar. Other shortages included items such as processed and canned food that were shipped
overseas to the military. Ration coupons allowed families to purchase only the amount they were
allotted. Shortages prompted individuals to contribute to the war effort by planting “Victory
Gardens” to produce a local supply of food.

Three Major Events on the Home Front
Internment, Manhattan Project, and the Presidency
Finally, three major events on the home front stand out during World War II. The first occurred in
February 1942 when President Roosevelt issued an executive order requiring people of
Japanese descent to be sent to camps in isolated areas. During the war, approximately 120,000
were kept in these camps even though 62% of the detainees were American citizens. Later on,
people of German and Italian descent were also held in camps.
The second event was the Manhattan Project which began in 1942. This secret project
researched and developed a plan for nuclear weapons. After German scientist Albert Einstein
and his co-worker warned President Roosevelt that Germany was attempting to build an atomic
bomb, Americans were determined to beat the Germans. The result of the Manhattan Project
was the production of the atomic bombs the U.S. used twice on Japanese cities (Hiroshima and
Nagasaki) in 1945 to force Japan’s surrender and bring an end to World War II.
Finally, there was a change in the presidency of the United States following the death of Franklin
Roosevelt in April 1945. FDR had been elected to an unprecedented fourth term in 1944 with
Harry Truman as his Vice-President. Truman began his presidency with the task of ending the
war with Japan, although he had largely been kept in the dark concerning the meetings with the
other Allied leaders and the development of the atomic bomb.
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Homefront Timeline
Review the events you highlighted from the European Theatre readings. Record
each event in the appropriate spot on the timeline below. Create a symbol for the 8
you feel are most significant to include by the name of the event on the timeline.

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945
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Making Connections

After completing the three timelines, select any one year of World War II to compare
the events and explain connections they have to each other.

YEAR
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Key Personalities of World War II
As you read about the role key individuals played in World War II, consider a
question you might ask them about their role. Write that question in the
space provided. In the thought bubble, use the information about the person to
create a possible answer to your question.

Vernon Baker, born in 1919, served as a First Lieutenant in the infantry during World War
II. His brave actions saved the lives of many in his company, and he was responsible for
eliminating three enemy machine gun positions and an observation post in the Italian
campaign. For his bravery, he was awarded a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star, and the
Distinguished Service Cross. Historians concluded that he was wrongly denied the military’s top
award because of his race, and in 1997, he became the only living African-American veteran
of World War II to receive the Medal of Honor when President Bill Clinton presented him with
this award. He is one of only seven African Americans ever to receive this award. Baker died in
2010 at the age of 90.

?

Omar Bradley, born in 1893, graduated from West Point and just missed serving in World
War I. In World War II he was assigned to the European Theater where he served for a time
under General George Patton. General Eisenhower later selected Bradley to command the 1st
US Army during the D-Day invasion. It was under his command that Paris was liberated and the
Germans were turned back at the Battle of the Bulge. He was known by the troops under his
command as “the soldier’s general” because of his care and compassion for his men. In 1949 he
became the first Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In 1950 he was promoted to the rank of
Five Star General. He later served as a leader of the Veterans Administration. He died in 1981.

?
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Key Personalities of World War II
Dwight D. Eisenhower was the thirty-fourth President of the United States. He was born in
Texas but grew up in Kansas. After attending West Point, Eisenhower was stationed in Texas
where he met his future wife, Mamie Doud. Eisenhower had outstanding organizational skills,
graduating first in his group at the Army War College. During World War II, he was commander of
the Allied Forces that landed in North Africa, as well as the Allied forces that fought in Sicily and
Italy. He was the Supreme Commander of the troops that invaded France on D-Day and was
promoted to General of the Army. In five years he went from being a Lieutenant Colonel to the
highest-ranking position in the American Army. In 1952, and again in 1956, Dwight Eisenhower
was elected President of the United States. During his presidency, he was responsible for
establishing the Interstate Highway System and enforcing desegregation of public schools.

?

The Flying Tigers, also known as the
American Volunteer Group in China,
was a group of American pilots who served during World War II. The volunteers were an
undisciplined group of men seeking adventure. They were called volunteers because the United
States had not yet entered the war. The Chinese hired a US Army Air Corps Veteran, Claire Lee
Chennault, to train the pilots. They became the first Americans to fight the Japanese in World
War II and went on to win over 300 victories. In 1991, they were finally credited with time served
in the U.S. armed forces. The pilots received the Distinguished Flying Cross, and others who
supported them were awarded Bronze Stars.

?

Hector P. Garcia moved to Texas as a young man when his family fled a revolution in
Mexico. He attended the University of Texas and earned his medical degree in Galveston,
Texas. He served in the Medical Corps during World War II where he was stationed in the
European Theater. The discrimination against Mexican Americans that he witnessed during the
war led him to found the American GI forum. Its original focus was to increase veterans’ benefits
for Mexican Americans but later broadened its focus to include education, public housing, and
other policy areas for GIs. For this community service and activism, Mr. Garcia was awarded the
American Medal of Freedom in 1984. He was the first Mexican American to receive this honor.

?
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Key Personalities of World War II
Douglas MacArthur, born in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1880, was educated at West Point. In
1917, after the U.S. became involved in World War I, he was sent to France where he
distinguished himself at the second battle of the Marne. At the war’s end in 1918, he was the
youngest divisional commander in the field. From 1930 to 1935 he was the Chief of Staff of the
U.S. Army. After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, he was put in charge of the Philippines.
When the Japanese forced the Americans to withdraw from the Philippines, MacArthur vowed, “I
shall return.” He used the “island hopping” strategy to keep his promise. After the war, he
became the head of occupation forces in Japan from 1945 to 1951. He was then chosen to head
UN forces after conflict broke out between North and South Korea. After the Chinese
Communists threatened to intervene in the war, MacArthur came into conflict with President
Harry Truman over military strategy. Although President Truman relieved him of his command,
MacArthur returned home to a hero’s welcome. He ended his career with an address to the U.S.
Congress in which he concluded with these famous words, “Old soldiers never die; they just fade
away.” He died in 1964.

?

George Marshall, born in 1880, graduated from Virginia Military Institute in 1901 and from
the Army Staff College in 1908. He served as an aide-de-camp to General John J. Pershing from
1919 to 1924. He later achieved the rank of Five Star General and served as Chief of Staff of the
War Plans Division during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt. He became FDR’s chief
military consultant during World War II. In this position he was responsible for making sure that
the needs of the military were met. This required him to work with Congress and the American
people to explain what was necessary on the home front to win the war. He retired from the
military in 1945 and began his diplomatic career that same year. He represented President
Truman on a special mission to China in 1945-1946. In 1947 he became Truman’s Secretary of
State. During this time he formulated and proposed the Marshall Plan, which was an economic
plan to rebuild post-war Europe and ensure that the spread of communism would be contained.
Some have called the Marshall Plan one of the most significant pieces of legislation in the
modern era. Marshall was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 and died in 1959.

?
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Key Personalities of World War II
The Navajo Code Talkers served as an elite unit during World War II in the Pacific Theatre. Prior to
the formation of this group, the Japanese had been successful in breaking more than 30 American
codes. An American missionary who had grown up on a Navajo reservation came up with the idea of
using the Navajo language as a solution. A group of 29 Navajos was charged with the task of creating the
code. They used traditional Navajo words to describe events and then created new words that were only
known to those who had been trained. They started with approximately 200 words and ended with over
600. The code was never broken and was so protected that it was not declassified until 1968. In 2001 the
Navajo Code Talkers were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. Members of at least 14 other
American Indian tribes were code talkers during World Wars I and II.

?

Chester Nimitz was born in 1885 in Fredericksburg, Texas. As a student at Tivy High School in
Kerrville, he originally wanted to join the army. When no positions were available at West Point, he
decided to take the exam at Annapolis and thus began his career in the Navy. He would eventually
command the Pacific Fleet during World War II. In 1945, he represented the United States when the
Japanese surrendered aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. As a result of his knowledge of
submarines, he became one of the leading naval authorities of his time. He would later serve as a
goodwill ambassador in the United Nations before his death in 1966.

?

George Patton, born in 1885, graduated from West Point in 1909 and later served as a member of
General Pershing’s staff in the search for Pancho Villa. In 1917, he became the first member of the newly
established U.S. Tank Corps, where he would win fame. In World War II, he was with the allied forces
during the invasion of North Africa, Sicily, and Italy. Patton was an often-controversial figure with definite
opinions on how he thought the war should proceed. He was not afraid to voice his views to his
superiors. As D-Day approached, the Allies needed Hitler to believe that they were going to invade near
Pas de Calais, France. The plan was to create a fictitious unit, and to make this believable, they had to
have a real commander of this fake unit. General Patton was given this assignment. This did not sit well
with Patton because he saw it as a demotion. His real command, which was a secret, was to command
the Third Army which he would lead into battle following D-Day at the Battle of the Bulge. He ordered a 90
-degree turnaround of forces to relieve American troops that were surrounded. He later warned the United
States that it should invade the Soviet Union because he saw them as a huge threat. He was killed in a
car crash in 1945.

?
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Key Personalities of World War II
Eleanor Roosevelt was raised by her grandmother after the death of both of her parents.
She married Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who later became President of the United States. As
First Lady, Eleanor had her own radio program and wrote her own newspaper column. When
President Roosevelt was paralyzed with polio, she traveled around the country interacting with
people and then sharing the information with her husband to help him make informed decisions.
During the Great Depression, Eleanor exhibited her concern for others by supporting programs
for youth employment and helping the poor in many ways. She also boldly fought for civil rights
for African Americans as well as women’s rights. During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt visited
American soldiers all over the world. After her husband’s death in 1945, Eleanor served as a
delegate to the United Nations and led the Commission on Human Rights. Additionally, she
helped draft the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. President Truman said that Eleanor
Roosevelt was the "First Lady of the World” because she dedicated her entire life to others.
Eleanor once said, “You get more joy out of giving to others and should put a good deal of
thought into the happiness you are able to give.”

?

Franklin D. Roosevelt was born in 1882 to a privileged family. In 1921, he contracted the
deadly disease of polio and was crippled for the rest of his life. Roosevelt was elected President
in 1932. At this time, the country was in the grips of the Great Depression with over 13 million
unemployed. His first term was consumed with programs to help restore the American
economy. Re-elected to a second and a third term, his attention was now drawn to the growing
international threat. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. entered World War II in 1941, with
FDR serving as the Commander-in-Chief. Fearing a change in leadership during the war,
Americans elected Roosevelt to a fourth term in 1944. However, the war had taken a huge toll on
his health and he died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1945. He was succeeded by his VicePresident Harry Truman before the war ended.

?
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Key Personalities of World War II
Harry Truman, born in 1884, served as a captain in World War I. He later served as a U.S.
Senator from Missouri from 1934 to 1944. In 1944, he was elected Vice President of the U.S. on
the ticket with President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He became the 33rd President in 1945 when
Roosevelt died. As Vice President, he had not been informed of the development of the atomic
bomb, but as President, he made the decision to use the weapon against the Japanese to bring
an end to World War II. In 1947, he convinced Congress to aid countries that were being
threatened by communism. This became known as the Truman Doctrine, a foreign policy that
subsequent presidents followed during the Cold War. In recognition of the outstanding service of
African Americans during the war, in 1948 Truman issued an executive order directing the
desegregation of the armed forces. To the surprise of many, Truman was elected to his own
term as President in 1948. During the remainder of his presidency, he removed the popular
General Douglas MacArthur from his command position in the Korean War and tried to seize the
nation’s steel mills to avoid a strike that might have closed steel production by those critical of the
war effort. After he retired from the presidency in 1952, he returned to Missouri where he died in
1972.

?

The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American military aviators to serve during World War
II. Most of these men were college graduates or undergraduates who trained at Tuskegee Army
Airfield in Tuskegee, Alabama. This highly decorated group of Americans often fought on two
fronts—overseas against the enemy and at home against racism. At home, many AfricanAmerican officers were denied access to officers’ clubs on military bases even though this
violated Army regulations. One specific incident in Indiana in 1945 led to the arrest of 103 African
-American officers when they attempted to enter an officers’ club. By 1995, all the officers had
been cleared of any wrongdoing. The outstanding record of accomplishments by the Tuskegee
Airmen was an important factor in President Truman’s decision to issue Executive Order 9981 in
1948, which directed the desegregation of the U.S. armed forces.

?
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Constitutional Issues during World War II
During World War II, a major Constitutional crisis occurred as a result of President Roosevelt’s
internment policy outlined in Executive Order 9066. At the heart of the crisis was the fact that
Japanese-American citizens were part of the internment policy.
Read the excerpt of General DeWitt’s Civilian Exclusion Order below that began the
internment. As you read the excerpt, highlight one part of the order you feel is fair in
one color and one part of the order you feel is unfair in a different color.
Presidio of San Francisco, California
May 3, 1942
INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL PERSONS OF JAPANESE
ANCESTRY...
THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS MUST BE OBSERVED:
1. A responsible member of each family, preferably the head of the family, or the person in whose
name most of the property is held, and each individual living alone, will report to the Civil Control
Station to receive further instructions. This must be done between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on
Monday, May 4, 1942, or between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, May 5, 1942.
2. Evacuees must carry with them on departure for the Assembly Center, the following property:
[a] Bedding and linens (no mattress) for each member of the family;
[b] Toilet articles for each member of the family;
[c] Extra clothing for each member of the family;
[d] Sufficient knives, forks, spoons, plates, bowls, and cups for each member of the family;
[e] Essential personal effects for each member of the family. All items carried will be
securely packaged, tied, and plainly marked with the name of the owner and numbered in
accordance with instructions obtained at the Civil Control Station. The size and number of
packages is limited to that which can be carried by the individual or family group.
3. No pets of any kind will be permitted.
4. No personal items and no household goods will be shipped to the Assembly Center.
5. The United States Government through its agencies will provide for the storage, at the sole risk
of the owner, of the more substantial household items, such as iceboxes, washing machines,
pianos, and other heavy furniture. Cooking utensils and other small items will be accepted for
storage if crated, packed, and plainly marked with the name and address of the owner. Only one
name and address will be used by a given family.
6. Each family, and individual living alone, will be furnished transportation to the Assembly Center
or will be authorized to travel by private automobile in a supervised group. All instructions
pertaining to the movement will be obtained at the Civil Control Station.
GO TO THE CIVIL CONTROL STATION BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 5:00 P.M.,
MONDAY MAY 4, 1942, OR BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 5:00 P.M., TUESDAY,
MAY 5, 1942, TO RECEIVE FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS.
J.L. DeWitt, Commanding Lt. General of the U.S. Army
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After reading the order, complete the Six Hats Thinking graphic by using one of the
sentence stems provided to one answer for each color based on DeWitt’s order.
My thinking about General DeWitt’s order
White Hat

Facts and information (objective
thinker)
 I know the following about…..
 I still need to know…..
 At this time in history, the
following...

Yellow Hat

Optimist, positive outlook, the
benefits, pros, possibilities
(optimistic thinker)
 The pros are….
 The strengths of ….
 The benefits/advantages….

Black Hat

Pessimist, cautious, realistic,
problems, fears, cons (pessimistic
thinker)
 The cons/problems are….
 The disadvantages are ….
 The fears are ….

Green Hat

Green Hat: creativity, new ideas,
what if? (creative thinker)
 The following are
possibilities….
 I might change this by …
 You could combine …

Red Hat

Red Hat: feelings, attitudes,
emotions, hunch intuition
(emotional thinker)
 I think….
 My opinion of this is….
 I feel…..

Blue Hat

Blue Hat: putting it all together,
summary, most important l
earning, conclusions (synthesizer)
 The most valuable information I
learned is….
 I learned…..
 I would apply this information
….
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Korematsu v United States
Fred Korematsu was a young Japanese-American citizen living on the West Coast in
the 1940s. Read his story and highlight three to five key facts about the story of his
internment.
In 1942, Fred Korematsu was in his early twenties. Although he was of Japanese ancestry, he
had been born in Oakland, California. A graduate of Oakland High School, Korematsu had tried
twice to enlist in the army but was turned down due to a physical disability. Before and after the
bombing of Pearl Harbor, Fred worked in defense plants in the San Francisco area. He had no
criminal record and had been a loyal, law-abiding American citizen. Had he obeyed the order, he
would have been separated from his Caucasian girlfriend, so rather than submit to confinement he
ran away. Posing as Chinese, Korematsu took a job in a trailer park. Arrested in May, Korematsu
was tried in a federal district court for violating the Civilian Exclusion Order. He challenged
his arrest, as he felt he was a loyal citizen of the United States. He was found guilty of knowingly
violating the order. His conviction was eventually appealed to the Supreme Court.
When the Supreme Court heard the case, they had to answer the following question:
Was Fred Korematsu’s Fourteenth Amendment right to Equal Protection of the Law of the 14th
Amendment violated by the Civilian Exclusion Order?
(NOTE: The Equal Protection of the Law clause states, “All persons born or naturalized in the
United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside...nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.”)
If you had been a member of the Supreme Court when they heard the case in 1944,
how would you have answered the question and voted in the case? Explain your
reasoning.
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Effects of World War II
As you read the following effects of World War II on the United States, circle if it is a
political, social, or economic effect. Then circle whether it had more of a short-term
effect or a long-term effect and explain reason (s).
1. Massive Casualties—46 to 55 million dead, 35 million wounded,
and over 3 million missing. This included 300,000 American
soldiers. The Soviet Union suffered a loss of 23 million which
included their military casualties. The Holocaust resulted in the death
of 6 million Jews and another 6 million the Germans felt were inferior.

Short-term

Political

Long-term

Explanation:

Social
Economic

2.Unrest in the Middle East—The surviving Jews around the world called for
being allowed to return to their Jewish homeland in the Middle East, an area
under the control of the Arab nation of Palestine. In 1947, the United Nations
issued a mandate creating the Jewish nation of Israel and a separate Arab state
of Palestine. The Arab Palestinians and surrounding Arab nations rebelled,
resulting in years of conflicts between the Arab nations and Israel.
Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic
3. Massive
Destruction—30
million
Europeans lost their homeland; Germans
accounted for 60% of those relocated. Four
million homes in Britain were destroyed, and
1700 Soviet towns were destroyed due to the
four years of total war.
Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic
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Effects of World War II
As you read the following effects of World War II on the United States, circle if it is a
political, social, or economic effect. Then circle whether it had more of a short-term
effect or a long-term effect and explain reason (s).
4. Rise of the Superpowers—Even though the Soviet Union allied
with Britain and the United States, they were committed to
communism. This caused a conflict of ideology and created tension,
especially between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. Dictator Joseph
Stalin was determined to keep control of the portions of Eastern
Europe the Soviets had freed from the Nazis. The United States and Great Britain
were determined to keep Europe free from Soviet control and to establish democratic
governments in the area. The result was the creation of two superpowers, the U.S.S.R. and the
U.S., locked in a geopolitical war known as the Cold War. A geopolitical war is defined as a war
relating to political ideologies influenced by geographic factors. This tense situation between the
two superpowers affected much of the world and lasted from 1946 to 1992.
Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic

5. Fate of Germany—Deciding how to rebuild Germany after the war is
an example of the conflict between the Soviet Union (U.S.S.R.) and the
United States. The British and American governments wanted to rebuild
the German economy and establish a democratic government. The
Soviets, on the other hand, wanted a weak German economy and a
government aligned to Soviet ideals. The result was the division of
Germany into West Germany based on the U.S. and British plan to
establish a democratic government and East Germany aligned with the
Soviet Union.

Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic
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Effects of World War II
As you read the following effects of World War II on the United States, circle if it is a
political, social, or economic effect. Then circle whether it had more of a short-term
effect or a long-term effect and explain reason (s).
6. Changes in the U.S.—African Americans were
suddenly given opportunities previously denied. Eventually
the American military was desegregated by President
Truman’s 1948 Executive Order in appreciation for the role
they had played in the war. At the same time, many
women returned to the home when the soldiers returned to
their normal jobs. However, many others continued to stay
in the workforce and seek wider opportunities.
Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic
7. Technological Changes—Synthetic materials such as plastics were
developed to replace natural ones that had become scarce during the
war. Improvements in radar radically changed the airline industry. While the
development of antibiotics began in the late 1920s with the discovery of penicillin,
the demand for more antibiotics increased significantly as a way to combat the
illnesses and infections that occurred during the war. Finally, the development of
the atomic bomb changed the course of human history. In 1945, the world
entered the “Atomic Age.”
Short-term

Political
Social

Long-term

Explanation:

Economic
In conclusion, which effect do you feel had the most significant short-term
effect? Explain your choice. Which effect do you feel had the most significant longterm effect? Explain your choice.

34

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org

Check your answers….
Korematsu v United States
In a 6-3 decision the Supreme Court sustained the civilian exclusion order and Fred Korematsu’s
arrest. AS A FOLLOW UP-- On August 10, 1988, President Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act,
legislation extending to Japanese Americans who had been held in the wartime detention camps a
formal apology on behalf of the nation. The Act also promised the estimated 60,000 surviving
detainees reparations in the amount of $20,000 each. In March 1997, nearly a decade after
President Reagan and Congress approved it, a little-known portion of the Civil Liberties Act was
finally implemented. The Civil Liberties Public Education Fund announced that it had allocated $2.7
million to 100 organizations or individuals in 20 states to develop educational programs about the
World War II internment of the Japanese Americans.
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