Age of Jackson
Content Module
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materials. This resource has been provided to assist educators with delivering the
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module may be utilized as a tool to help supplement instruction. It is not intended to
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students should interact with the module.
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Age of Jackson Content Module
This content module is designed to explore the expansion of suffrage and Andrew Jackson’s
presidency. You will understand the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in
the Age of Jackson. You will explore the domestic issues such as the conflicts over federal taxes
and understand the reasons for and the impact of the removal and resettlement of American
Indians during Jackson’s Presidency

As you look at the images in the collage, write two questions that you have about
what you are seeing.
1.

2.
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Protective
Tariffs

Taxes on imports or foreign goods in order to protect
home industries

To declare invalid or void/cancel

Goods coming into a country from another country

Imports

Nullification
(nullify)

Goods being sold to another country

Government by the people

Definition

Exports

Democratic

Term
(how I will remember)

Memory Clue

(similar to)

Antonym
(different than) OR
Synonym

As you study the key terms and definitions from the Age of Jackson, be thinking how you will remember these
terms.
1.Create a memory clue (a picture OR a paraphrase of the definition in your own words).
2. Identify an antonym (something different/non-example OR a synonym (same/an example) of the term.

Age of Jackson Vocabulary
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To withdraw or leave the Union

Definition

Taxes on imports or foreign goods

The right to vote

Suffrage

Tariffs

Rewarding political supporters with government jobs

Spoils
System

Sectionalism Love and devotion to your section of the country (West,
North, and South)

Secede

Term
(how I will remember)

Memory Clue

(similar to)

Antonym
(different than) OR
Synonym

As you study the key terms and definitions from the Age of Jackson, be thinking how you will remember these
terms.
1.Create a memory clue (a picture OR a paraphrase of the definition in your own words).
2. Identify an antonym (something different/non-example OR a synonym (same/an example) of the term.

Age of Jackson Vocabulary

Who Could Vote in 1824?
Early in our history only certain people had the right to vote in our country. Let’s
BRAINSTORM what you already know about the right to vote.
Using the stick person below, add pictures and/or symbols to represent a person that
could vote in the United States in 1824. Example: ID card with the number 21 in the
person's hand to represent 21 years of age to vote.
Look at the last page of this module to check your answer.
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Election of 1824
Read the paragraph below of the Election of 1824 and answer the question that
follows.
In 1824 there were four candidates for the presidency of the United States: John Quincy Adams
of Massachusetts, Henry Clay of Kentucky, Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, and William Henry
Crawford of Georgia. Each candidate represented a different section of the country. It was a
close race, and none of the four received a majority of the electoral votes (131) although Andrew
Jackson received more popular and electoral votes than any of the other three. When no
candidate has a majority, the Twelfth Amendment to the Constitution states that the House of
Representatives decides who will be president from the top three candidates. Henry Clay was
Speaker of the House of Representatives and thus had a huge influence on the vote. In what
became known as the “Corrupt Bargain,” Clay supported John Quincy Adams. John Quincy
Adams became President, and Clay secured a new job as the Secretary of State for himself in
the process when Adams appointed him to that position.
Facts of the Election:
 All candidates were Democratic-Republicans
 131 electoral votes were needed to win
 First time the popular vote was being reported by all states
 Results caused anger and bitter feelings and cries of a “corrupt bargain”

Electoral Vote

Popular Vote

Andrew Jackson

99

152,933

John Q. Adams

84

115,696

Henry Clay

37

47,136

William Crawford

41

46,979

Why was the Election of 1824 called the “Corrupt Bargain”?
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Who Could Vote in 1828?
After the Election of 1824, states began to change their voting requirements concerning who
could vote. By the Election of 1828, there was a mass movement toward universal male suffrage
(expanded suffrage to all white males). Many states dropped the voting requirement to own
property in order to vote. Still, only white males were allowed to vote, but they did not have to
own property. Universal male suffrage was a huge step toward making the country more
democratic. More people were eligible to vote then ever before.
Let’s BRAINSTORM what you think NOW about the right to vote. Using the stick
person below, add pictures and/or symbols to represent a person that could vote in the
United States in 1824. Example: ID card with the number 21 in the person's hand to
represent 21 years of age to vote.
Look at the last page of this module to check your answer.
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Election of 1828

Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follows.
After losing the presidential election of 1824 in the House of Representatives, Andrew Jackson
ran once more against John Quincy Adams for President in 1828. Jackson ran as a Democrat
and Adams ran as a National Republican. Jackson was one of the first candidates to personally
campaign for the presidency. He traveled the country visiting taverns and talking to people. He
portrayed himself as a “common man.” With this persona, and increased male suffrage (voting)
by non-landowners, Jackson easily won the election. Jackson supported limited government
powers and hands off government approach. He used the spoils system to reward political
supporters with government jobs.

The Election of 1828 saw a new party alignment, new states, and a new approach to
campaigning that were made possible and/or enhanced by dramatic changes the states had been
making to their respective electorates throughout the 1820s.
 Democrats (formerly Democratic Republicans)
 National Republicans

Electoral Vote

Popular Vote

Andrew Jackson

178

642,553

John Q. Adams

83

500,897

How did the outcome of the Election of 1824 affect Andrew Jackson’s campaign in the
Election of 1828?

What beliefs did Andrew Jackson support during his presidency?

How did voting change from the election of 1824 to 1828?

Why do you think this is important?
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Parties Come and Parties Go
Our first political parties emerged during Washington’s administration when members of his
cabinet began to argue over different issues. The first two political parties were the Federalists
Party led by Alexander Hamilton and the Democratic-Republican Party led by Thomas Jefferson.
Over the years other parties began to form and support regional sectional issues.
Read the paragraphs below and create a political party “hat” for each new party that
includes their beliefs and vision.
Whigs: (1832-1854) Emerged toward the end of Jackson’s
administration as the National Republicans collapsed. Many
former National Republicans joined the Whigs (including Henry
Clay).
The party favored federally funded economic
development including protective tariffs and building
infrastructure. The party opposed the spread of slavery, thus
opposing the annexation of any new territory (Texas) that would
cause a repeat of the Missouri Compromise. The Whigs and
the Democrats helped solidify the two-party system in the US. Sectional arguments over slavery
eventually tore the Whigs apart.
Free Soilers: (1848-1854) When the Whig Party failed to take as
strong a position against slavery as some party members had
hoped, “Conscience” Whigs broke away and nominated former
president Martin Van Buren in 1848. The party’s slogan, “free
soil, free speech, free labor, and free men” emphasized small,
free farmers moving west and free labor in the early stages of
America’s industrial revolution in the east. (Free Soilers called
for a federal homestead act that would open the plains to small
farmers.) Free-Soilers, however, were not committed to the abolition of slavery, only to
preventing its spread. Though influential in Congress, the party did not have a strong influence
at the national level and eventually was absorbed into the new Republican Party in the 1850s.
Know – Nothings: (late 1840s-1856) An unapologetically
nativist [policy favoring native born instead of immigrants] party,
its roots were in local secret societies staunchly opposed to
immigration and/or Catholics (depending upon the location).
Know-Nothings wanted to change residency requirements to 21
years before becoming a citizen and called for laws banning
immigrants from voting or holding office. Because nativist
sympathies were not popular everywhere, members of the
organization were supposed to respond with ‘I know nothing’ if asked about the group. By the
early 1850s, the groups had grown strong enough to adopt an official name, the American Party,
though most still called them Know-Nothings. The party collapsed after the election of 1856
though some of the attitudes remained after its demise.
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Age of Jackson
Read the following paragraph and create a mind map with the phrase “common
man.”
The Age of Jackson is often referred to as the “Era of the Common Man.” One reason for this is
that it was the first election of a President from the “west,” since President Andrew Jackson was
not from Virginia or Massachusetts. Andrew Jackson, a military hero from the War of 1812, was
thought to represent the average American which included farmers, frontiersmen, and laborers,
rather than the privileged class from the East who were often tied to the Second Bank of the
United States. This era is marked by progress in expanding the role of the common man in the
democratic process, but was also marked by conflict with Native Americans over land in the west.
Say the phrase “common man” aloud. When you hear that phrase “common man”
brainstorm words that pop into your mind. Place your words on the mind map below.

Common Man

In your opinion, why do you think portraying yourself as a common man would help
a person win the office of the president?
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Important People in the Age of Jackson
Read The following paragraphs about the important people from this unit. Highlight
or underline each person’s major accomplishments.
John Quincy Adams (1767-1848) was the sixth President of the United
States and the first President whose father was also President. A Harvard
graduate, Adams was fluent in several languages. At 26, Adams was
appointed Minister to the Netherlands and Russia. As a diplomat he helped
negotiate the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819. As a result the U.S. bought Florida
from Spain. Prior to his presidency, he served as a U.S. Senator and U.S.
Secretary of State, and helped formulate the Monroe Doctrine of 1823. In the
1824 election, he ran against Andrew Jackson who claimed that Adams’
victory represented a “corrupt bargain.” He ran for reelection in 1828 but lost to
Jackson. He is the only President to be elected to the U.S. House of Representatives after his
presidency. In 1841, he served as counsel to the slaves on board the Amistad and argued their
case before the U.S. Supreme Court, where he defended their right to be free.
Daniel Webster (1782-1852) was born in New Hampshire in 1782. He was
Governor, U.S. House of Representative, and U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts. He was a leader of the Federalist Party and opposed the War
of 1812. He left the U.S. House of Representatives to practice law. He argued
major constitutional cases before the Supreme Court including Dartmouth
College v. Woodward, Gibbons v. Ogden, and McCulloch v. Maryland. He
believed in federal sovereignty (power) over state sovereignty and was well
known for the Webster-Hayne Debate (1830) in Congress, where he said
“Liberty and Union now and forever, one and inseparable.”
John C. Calhoun (1782-1850) was born in South Carolina in 1782. He was a
U.S. Representative and U.S. Senator from South Carolina. He was Secretary
of War under President James Monroe, Secretary of State under John Tyler,
and Vice President of the United States under John Quincy Adams and
Andrew Jackson. After resigning the Vice Presidency, he continued to
advocate states’ rights and the doctrine of nullification. Nullification was the
practice of individual states overriding federal legislation they deemed
unconstitutional. He published his opinions against the Tariff of Abominations
in the South Carolina Exposition in 1832. Calhoun died on March 31, 1850,
convinced that his beloved South might have to one day withdraw from the Union he had served
so long.
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Henry Clay (1777-1852) was born in Virginia in 1777. Known as a War Hawk,
he was a U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative from Kentucky. He also served
as Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives and Secretary of State under
John Quincy Adams. Some historians believe he was involved in the “Corrupt
Bargain” that allowed John Quincy Adams to become President. Clay
advocated for the American System (a high protective tariff to fund internal
improvements). He is known as the “Great Compromiser.” He was involved in
the passage of the Missouri Compromise of 1820 which maintained the balance
between free and slave states in the Union; and the Compromise of 1850 which
allowed California to become a free state, restricted the slave trade in D.C. and created a stricter
Fugitive Slave Clause. Clay ran for the Presidency of the United States three times, but was
never elected.
Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) was born in the Carolinas in 1767. He became a
war hero during the War of 1812 by defeating the British at the Battle of New
Orleans. As an Indian fighter, he gained national fame and was elected
President as a Democrat. Jackson’s nickname was “Old Hickory,” and his
presidency became known as the “Era of the Common Man.” As President, he
promoted the “spoils system” (giving political supporters government jobs). He
vetoed the law creating the National Bank and caused an economic crisis by
distributing money to state banks. He clashed with John C. Calhoun over the
tariff issue during the Nullification Crisis. Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act
into law, and despite the Supreme Court decision in Worcester vs. Georgia, was responsible for
the removal of Native Americans to the west on the “Trail of Tears.”

Choose one person from the above paragraphs and create a social media page
(use the template on the next page).
1. Include important details in the person’s life, relationships, jobs, likes and interests.
2. Friend requests can be included to represent people with whom the person might
have common ideas or interests. Be sure to use all of the people provided.
3. You may need to use inferences from what you have learned in the paragraph or
from the research obtained in this module.
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Sectionalism and Tariffs
Read the paragraph and fill in the chart below.

In the 1820s, Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun proposed federal legislation to raise money in
order to support internal improvements, such as building roads, bridges and canals. These
internal improvements would also help connect the different sections of the country, such as the
West and the North, and allow goods to move easily throughout the country, helping to grow our
market economy. These tariffs (taxes on imports) would also protect American industry, including
factories in the North. These types of tariffs were known as protective tariffs. Southerners were
against these protective tariffs because farmers and plantation owners in the South often sold
their cash crops overseas and would have to deal with countries being forced to pay these higher
tariffs. The issue of tariffs threatened to divide our country and cause sectionalism. Sectionalism
can be defined as love and devotion to only your section of the country.
Read through the chart and circle the words that best describe the characteristics of each
section. Use the circled words to help you draw a visual/symbol that represents the characteristics
of each section of the U.S.

Section
Northeast

Characteristics
Small self-sufficient farms
Growing number of factories
First textile mill- Pawtucket, RI
in 1793 by Samuel Slater
(called the “Father of the
American Industrial Revolution”)

Supporters

Draw a visual/symbol

Daniel Webster of
Massachusetts

John Q. Adams of
Massachusetts

Growing need for internal
improvements to move raw
materials to factory and finished
products from factories to the
market
South

Small farms and large
plantations growing one cash
crop (cotton, tobacco, indigo,
etc.) using slave labor

John C.
Calhoun of
South Carolina

Minimal industrialization;
purchased all other needed
goods
Minimum need for internal
improvements in transportation
because it used land needed for
cultivation and expansion of
fields of the cash crop
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Sectionalism and Tariffs
Section
West

Characteristics

Supporters

Small self-sufficient farms

Draw a visual/symbol

Henry Clay of
Kentucky

Minimum industrialization
Desired increasing internal
improvements such as roads,
railroads, bridges, and canals to
encourage people to move West
and to make it easier to move their
goods to the market

Answer the questions using the chart above and from the previous page.
Which section of the U.S. would have supported protective tariffs? Explain why.

Which section of the U.S. would have not supported protective tariffs? Explain why.
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Understanding Tariffs
Read the scenario below and fill in the tariff chart.
John Wescott from New Hampshire wanted to open a furniture factory that would specialize in
making tables.
He had stiff competition because the British had established factories making
tables which had been sold to the colonists for many years. He figured he could make a profit in
his new factory by charging $28 for each. However, the British tables only cost $25. He hoped
that he could get some help from the U.S. government in the form of a tariff on British
tables. Using the table on the next slide, calculate the amount colonists would pay for both the
British and John’s table under each tariff.
1. Tariff Charge=Cost of import x percentage
of tariff
2. Total Cost=Cost of import + tariff charge

John’s American
Table--$28.00

British Table $25.00
plus the Tariff

Tariff of 1789—5% Tariff
Tariff of 1816—20% Tariff
Tariff of 1828—45% Tariff
Tariff of 1833—25% Tariff

Tariff of 1846—10% Tariff
Review the chart above and answer the following questions:
Which tariffs would be considered “protective?”

Which tariff would John support the most? Why?

If you were buying a new table, which tariff would you not want?

How does the tariff issue show the growing divisions between the North, South, and the
West?

When and how was compromise used to solve the conflict over the tariff between the
issues?
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Sectionalism Continues…..
Read the paragraphs below and complete the “Six Hats Thinking” Chart on page 18.
As Congress continued to issue higher tariffs for internal improvements and to protect American industry,
sectionalism (love and devotion to your section of the country) increased. The Nullification Crisis of 18281832 was a conflict between the national government and Southern state governments over the issue of
tariffs. John C. Calhoun, Vice President of the United States, wrote the South Carolina Exposition and
Protest in response to what the South called the “Tariff of Abominations.” He argued that a state could
nullify (declare invalid) a federal law it saw as unconstitutional. President Andrew Jackson argued for
national sovereignty (authority), and Calhoun argued for state sovereignty. South Carolina threatened
nullification and secession (to officially withdraw from the U.S.) unless the Tariffs of 1828 and 1832 were
repealed. Congress repealed the tariffs but passed the Force Bill allowing the President to send troops to
enforce its laws. South Carolina nullified the Force Bill. Although a compromise was reached, the threat of
Civil War loomed over the country.

In 1830, a series of debates, known as the Webster-Hayne Debates, continued the argument over
sectionalism. These debates took place in the United States Senate over the issue of federal power versus
state sovereignty (authority). Daniel Webster, Senator from Massachusetts, argued for national
sovereignty and preserving the union. Webster stated: “Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and
inseparable.” Robert Hayne, Senator from South Carolina, argued that the states were sovereign and had
given limited power to the national government.

Six Hats Thinking—Analyzing Sectionalism
There are many ways to think and analyze what you are reading. You will use a strategy
called “Six Hats Thinking.”
On the chart on the next page, you will fill in the blank column by using the
sentence stems. Choose one sentence stem to help you.
Each hat indicates a different way to look at a reading selection.
1.WHITE – relates the current known facts
2.YELLOW – sees pros of the situation
3.BLACK – sees concerns or the cons of the situation
4.RED – expresses feelings about the situation
5.GREEN –offers new ideas or alternatives than those given
6.BLUE - offers a summary or states the purpose
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My thinking about Sectionalism

White Hat

Facts and information
(objective thinker)
 I know the following
about…..
 I still need to know…..
 At this time in history, the
following...

Yellow Hat

Optimist, positive outlook, the
benefits, pros, possibilities
(optimistic thinker)
 The pros are….
 The strengths of ….
 The benefits/advantages….

Black Hat

Pessimist, cautious, realistic,
problems, fears, cons
(pessimistic thinker)
 The cons/problems are….
 The disadvantages are ….
 The fears are ….

Green Hat

Green Hat: creativity, new
ideas, what if? (creative
thinker)
 The following are
possibilities….
 I might change this by …
 You could combine …

Red Hat

Red Hat: feelings, attitudes,
emotions, hunch intuition
(emotional thinker)
 I think….
 My opinion of this is….
 I feel…..

Blue Hat

Blue Hat: putting it all together,
summary, most important l
earning, conclusions
(synthesizer)
 The most valuable
information I learned is….
 I learned…..
 I would apply this
information ….
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Checks and Balances
Read the following sections,
look at the political cartoon, and
answer the questions below.
The Bank War: This term refers to
the 1832-1836 conflict between
supporters of the Second Bank of the
U.S. and Andrew Jackson. President
Andrew Jackson vetoed (rejected)
Congress’ re-charter of the Second
Bank of the United States, thus forcing
it to close.
He had the U.S.
government’s money removed from
the National Bank and deposited in
state banks called “pet banks.” This
led to an economic panic.
Checks and Balances is the
principle of government under which
separate branches are empowered to
prevent actions by other branches and
are expected to share power.

Source: Transferred from en.wikipedia to
Commons. Public Domain.
This political cartoon depicts President
Andrew Jackson after he vetoed the
Second Bank of the United States.

How is the principle of Checks and Balances applied in this cartoon? Be prepared
to support your answer with evidence from the cartoon.

Do you believe President Jackson acted within the Constitution when vetoing the
bank?
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Andrew Jackson and Native Americans
Native Americans faced many conflicts during Jackson’s presidency. Read the
events below and answer the questions.
Indian Removal Act and The Trail of Tears
In order to make room for white settlers, President Andrew Jackson persuaded Congress to pass
the Indian Removal Act of 1830. It forced the removal of Native American tribes from land east of
the Mississippi River to Indian Territory in present-day Oklahoma. The Indians were eventually
forced westward at gunpoint in the middle of winter in what became known as the Trail of
Tears. Thousands died along the way.

Why was the Indian Removal Act passed by Congress?

Why was the removal of the Native Americans in 1830 called the Trail of Tears?

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia and Worcester v. Georgia
The U.S. Supreme Court under Chief Justice John Marshall addressed the Indian land question in
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831) and Worcester v. Georgia (1832). In Cherokee Nation v.
Georgia (1831), the Court declined to rule and thus left the Cherokees at the mercy of the landhungry people of the state of Georgia. In Worcester v. Georgia (1832), the Court handed the
Cherokees a legal victory by ruling that Georgia had no power over Indian land. In response to
this Supreme Court ruling, President Jackson supposedly said, “John Marshall has made his
decision. Now let him enforce it.” The Cherokees were forcibly removed by gunpoint in the
middle of winter in what has become known as the Trail of Tears. Along the trail they suffered
unbelievably from starvation, cold, and weariness, yet they were continually pushed onward
barely given time to bury the children or elderly that died in their arms.
What was the Supreme Court’s decision in Worcester v. Georgia?

Why would President Andrew Jackson’s response to the Court’s decision in
Worcester v. Georgia be considered an example of a breakdown of the principle of
checks and balances?
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What Do You Think?
Read the questions below and answer them with your opinions.
Do you agree with the Supreme Court ruling in Worcester v. Georgia (1832)? Why or why
not?

Do you agree with the state of Georgia and Jackson's response? Why or why not?

What might happen today if a state and/or the president refused to enforce a ruling of the
Supreme Court?

Write a letter to either President Andrew Jackson praising or condemning his
Indian Removal policies or write a letter to your future grandchild describing the Trail of
Tears. Use details and emotions to support your letter.

Dear President Andrew Jackson, or Dear Future Grandchild,

Sincerely,
(Sign your name in cursive)
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Checking your answers

Election of 1824
Answer to drawing: white, male, owned property (not just land), over 21 (in most states), citizen,
and registered to vote.

Election of 1828
Answer to drawing: white, male, over 21 (in most states), citizen, and registered to vote.
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