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Cotton, Cattle and Railroads Content Module 

This content module is designed to explore three important areas of growth in Texas after the Civil 

War.  You will investigate people, events and issues of the developing cattle industry including the 

conflicts with American Indians who lived on the Texas frontier.  You will also understand why 

railroads became important in Texas and the changes they brought.  The third area of growth 

involves agriculture in Texas, especially cotton.  You will look at political, economic and social 

effects of this industry, especially in West Texas. 

As you look at the images in the collage, write three questions that you have about 

what you are seeing. 

1. 

2. 

2 © State Bar of Texas 
www.texaslre.org



Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads Vocabulary 

Draw It Out!   The following chart contains important vocabulary words from  
         this unit.  As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart  below, create a picture  or 
 symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read about 
 Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads. 

Vocabulary 

Term 
Definition Draw It Out! 

barbed wire wire that has sharp points and that is 

often used for fences  

commerce activities that relate to the buying and 
selling of goods and services  

commission/ 

commissioner 

a group of people who have been given 
the official job of finding information 
about something or controlling 
something  

frontier a distant area where few people live 

hub the central and most active part or place 
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Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads Vocabulary 

Draw It Out!   The following chart contains important vocabulary words from  
       this unit.  As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart  below, create a picture  or  
 symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read about 
 Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads. 

Vocabulary 

Term 
Definition Draw It Out! 

industry a group of businesses that provide a 

product or service 

regulate to bring under the control of 
something 

stampede a large group of frightened or excited 
animals run together in a wild and 
uncontrolled way to escape from 
something  

transcontinental going across a continent 

urban relating to cities and the people who 

live in them  
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Cotton, Cattle, Railroads (1880-1900) 

In the era following the Civil War, Texas experienced economic growth in the cotton, cattle, and 

railroad industries.  During the Civil War, cattle roamed freely across the state while men were 

away at war.  After the war, cowboys rounded up the stray cattle and drove them to railheads in 

the Midwest.  There the cattle would be sold and taken by train to the East Coast.  Cattle was a 

booming Texas industry in the late 1800s.  Cotton became the major crop for Texas.   As settlers 

continued to move West, they established cotton farms.  Texas is still the leading cotton producer 

in the United States today.  The railroad industry also began to expand rapidly in the late 

1800s.  New towns were established along railroad routes.  The efficiency of rail travel 

encouraged more commerce and tourism throughout the Western United States.  

After reading the introduction above, write one thing you didn’t already know or one 

question you have about each of the main topics, cattle, cotton, and railroads in the 

table below.. 

Cotton Cattle Railroads 
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 Conflicts  
 

Read about conflicts between new settlers and Indian tribes already living on the 

frontier.  Answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Conflicts on the Texas Frontier 

 After the Civil War ended, many people began to move west.  They migrated for two main 

reasons:  inexpensive land to farm and economic opportunities to own their own 

businesses.  Southern Plains Indian tribes living on the Texas frontier knew the United States 

military did not spend much time patrolling the land.  Indian raids increased, and the U.S. 

government looked for ways to protect settlers.  They offered several land treaties to the tribes.  In 

October 1865, the Treaty of the Little Arkansas promised the Kiowas and a few Comanche groups 

a large reservation in West Texas and the Panhandle.  Texans did not like the idea of giving all 

the land to the Indians. The reservation was never created.  

 

1. Why do you think people wanted to move to Texas after the Civil War? 

 

 

 

2. If you were a member of the Kiowas or Commanches, how would you feel about 

the settlers moving into Texas?  Why? 

 

 

 

After reading the paragraph below, add events to the timeline to make it 

complete.  The first one has been done for you. 

 

Conflicts with American Indians Continue in Texas 

In 1867, the federal government negotiated the Medicine Lodge Treaty with some of the Kiowa 

and Comanche tribes in Texas.  The treaty set aside three million acres in Indian Territory 

(Oklahoma) if they would agree to stop raiding, stay on the reservation, and become 

farmers.  Although the chiefs signed the treaty, they did not speak for all the Kiowa and 

Comanches in the area.  Many of the Indians did not move onto the reservation.  Instead, they 

continued to raid.  In June 1874, a group of Comanche, Kiowa, and Cheyenne led an attack on a 

group of buffalo hunters called the Battle of Adobe Walls.  The U.S. Army began the Red River 

War against the Indians in 1874.  They used effective new ways to force Indians to surrender and 

return to their reservations in Oklahoma.  They killed their horses and took anything the Indians 

needed for their survival.  

 

 

 

 

 

1865 1867 1874 

Treaty of  

Little 

Arkansas 
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Buffalo 

 

The U.S. Army sought ways to 

force the Indians onto the 

reservations that were created 

under the Medicine Lodge 

Treaty. One way that was used 

was to hunt and kill an important 

resource to the Indians,  the 

buffalo.  Buffalos not only 

provided food, but much more.   

 

 

Look at the visual and  

 the chart below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think is the most interesting or unusual way the Indians relied upon  

           the buffalo?  Explain your answer. 

Parts of the Buffalo Indians used this for: 

Bones Knives, Tools, Pipes, Fertilizer 

Skin Tipi liners, Shirts, Belts, Dresses, Leggings 

Hair Pillows, Bracelets, Headdresses 

Horns Arrow points, Cups, Medication, Combs, Toys 

Teeth Ornaments, Jewelry 

Hooves Glue, Rattles, Spoons 

Chips Fuel, Smoke Signals 

Blood Soups, Puddings, Paints 

Meat Sausages, Jerky, Pemmican, Trade 

Fat Hair Grease, Soaps, Candles 
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The End of the Indian Wars in Texas 

The last of the Indian Wars occurred in the summer of 1880 between Buffalo Soldiers stationed at 

Fort Davis and a group of Apache led by their chief, Victorio.  Victorio and his men had been 

raiding settlements in both Texas and Mexico.  The soldiers surprised the Apache group at the 

only source of water in arid south Texas.  During the battle, the Indians crossed the Rio Grande 

back into Mexico where Mexican troops attacked.  Victorio and his warriors were killed.   

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e7/Buffalo_soldiers1.jpg/250px-Buffalo_soldiers1.jpg 

Buffalo soldiers were African American regiments created in 1866 to help control the American 

Indians on the frontier and protect settlers and stagecoaches after the Civil War.  They also 

helped protect national parks and fought wildfires.  They were first given the nickname buffalo 

soldier out of respect by the Indian tribes they fought.  The soldiers were well known for their 

courage.  Twenty-three received the Medal of Honor for their service during the Indian Wars.   

Imagine you are one of the soldiers in the picture above.  Use your senses to 

describe this event from the perspective of the buffalo soldier.  As you sit or stand for this 

picture. . .  

Who do you see in front of you? 

What do you hear? 

What do you smell? 

What does a day in your life feel/look like? 
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Comanche Leader Quanah Parker 

As you read the two paragraphs below, pay special attention to the Comanche leader, 

Quanah Parker.  Highlight all of his accomplishments you find.  

Reservation life was difficult for Texas Indians.  Many were new to farming and the land they 

received was not suited to farming.  Many faced starvation.  Quanah Parker, Comanche leader 

and son of captive Cynthia Ann Parker, surrendered and moved to the reservation in 1874.  Unlike 

many Indians, Quanah Parker adapted well to this new life.  Eventually, he became a successful 

businessman and an important voice to improve the conditions of his people. 

Quanah Parker was the last leader of the Comanche people before they were moved to a 

reservation.  Parker was born to Pete Nocona, a Comanche war leader, and Cynthia Ann Parker, 

a white woman who had been captured by the Comanche and raised as an Indian.  He had the 

necessary skills to become an influential negotiator with government agents as well as a 

prosperous cattle-rancher.  Even after the Comanche tribe had been placed on the reservation, he 

remained a vocal advocate and leader of his people. He especially spoke of the need for 

educating the Comanche children. It was originally thought that Quanah was a war chief at one of 

the last stands of the Comanche at the Battle of Adobe Walls.  However, most historians think he 

would have been too young to have been a war chief but that he was present at the fight.  He died 

of an undisclosed ailment in 1911 and was buried next to his mother.  His tombstone/grave 

marker is below.   

Looking at your highlighted list of Quanah Parker’s accomplishments create a new 

tombstone for him on the next page. 
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Review your highlighted list of Quanah Parker’s accomplishments, from page 9 

and create a new tombstone for him below. 
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 Sequencing the Cattle Industry 

 

Create a fishbone diagram (on page 13) to sequence the development of the cattle 

industry from its Spanish beginnings.  First, read each section below and highlight 

the important details  you find.   HINT:  You’ll need to highlight at least two in each 

section. 

Cattle Industry 

 

Cattle ranching became extremely important during Spanish colonization 

of Texas.  Farming was very time-consuming and quite challenging in 

certain parts of Texas.  Most colonists from Spain brought livestock, 

which multiplied rapidly.  Missionaries who received land grants from the 

Spanish king were the first ranchers in Texas.  Private ranchers came 

next.  If ranchers had enough cattle, they were given a large tract of land of 4,482 acres, or 

approximately 7 square miles.  Ranching eventually declined but the cattle continued to multiply. 

 

 

 

Cattle Kingdom 

 

During the 1800s, many cattle ranches 

were established in Texas.  They 

became part of the Cattle Kingdom, 

ranches that developed on the open 

range from Texas to Canada.  The King 

Ranch in Nueces County, the JA 

Ranch and later the large XIT Ranch in 

the Texas Panhandle, made up part of 

the Cattle Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/shawnee-trail 
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 Sequencing the Cattle Industry 

 

Cattle Drives 

 

Following the Civil War, thousands of cattle 

roamed free throughout Texas because 

many ranchers had been away at war, leav-

ing their cattle behind to reproduce and run 

wild.  At the same time, beef was in great 

demand in the Northeast.  Ranchmen saw 

cattle drives as an opportunity to make mon-

ey in the North.  Cowboys rounded up the 

cattle, branded them, and drove them north 

to railroad tracks in states like Kansas and 

Missouri.  Once there, they were loaded on-

to railcars and shipped to the East Coast 

where they could get the most money for the cattle.  The trip was a difficult and dangerous one, 

often taking a couple of months battling Texas weather, American Indians, and stampedes.  Fa-

mous cattle trails were formed during this time such as the Shawnee Trail, the Goodnight-Loving 

Trail, and the Chisholm Trail. 

 

 Range Wars  

 

With the introduction of barbed wire, ranchers had an inexpensive and reliable way to fence in 

their land and keep their livestock on their own property.  They were in conflict with landless cattle-

men who preferred the open range. Some ranchers just fenced in property without actually owning 

the land.  They often cut off waterways from nearby ranches.  In retaliation, cattlemen cut barbed 

wire, causing owners to lose their livestock.  The Texas Legislature passed laws in the late 1800s 

in an attempt to end fence cutting and fence building that cut off access to public roads.  If found 

guilty of breaking the laws, a person could serve up to five years in prison.  Because it was difficult 

to determine who was cutting the fences, there was a law prohibiting anyone from even carrying 

wire cutters—and it is still a law today!  The Texas Rangers handled the fence-cutting issues and 

did their best to end the Range Wars.  

 

On the fishbone diagram on page  13, choose  and record 2 important details from 

each of the four sections above to complete your summarization of the development 

of the cattle industry. 

https://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/newspapers/cattleKingdom/ 
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 Growth of Railroads 
 

Another industry that grew significantly after the Civil War was the railroad 

industry.  Read the following information  and study the map to answer the questions 

below. 

 

In 1860, before the Civil War, Texas had roughly 500 miles of usable railroad track.  Forty years 

later, at the turn of the century, more than 8,000 miles of railroad tracks existed in Texas.     

Railroads contributed to urban growth and helped transform Texas from a frontier society to a 

modern state.  Railroad 

construction became a 

leading industry.  Once 

completed, railroads 

supported other industries 

that  relied on 

transportation across the 

state.  The railroad 

industry encouraged the 

growth of other industries 

such as flour, timber, or 

textile mills, and meat-

packing plants.  Railroads 

also transported settlers 

moving to west Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/atlas_texas/rail_road_texas_1860.jpg 

 

What are three of the five positive effects of the growth of railroads? 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

What region of Texas had no railroad lines before the Civil War but several by the 

turn of the century? 
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 Growth of Railroads 

 

As railroads grew, the government of Texas created an agency to supervise this 

industry and make sure it followed rules.  As you read, underline the name of this 

agency and circle two other industries this agency began regulating. 

 

Regulating Railroads 

 

The Texas Legislature and Governor James Hogg established the Texas Railroad Commission to 

expand and regulate the development of rail systems in Texas.  The Texas Legislature appointed 

three commissioners to oversee the railroads.  After the discovery of oil in the early part of the 

20th century, the Railroad Commission began to regulate the oil industry.   This added 

environmental regulation and price and quality of the Texas oil and gas supply to the 

Commission’s responsibilities.  The Railroad Commission’s responsibility to regulate the supply, 

quality, and price of oil and natural gas influenced the entire nation throughout most of the 20th 

century.  The Railroad Commission was so successful that it became the model for OPEC, the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, in the Middle East.  Although the Railroad 

Commission has less influence over the oil industry today, their regulation over the natural gas 

industry is important.  The Commission is responsible for making sure the Texas energy industries 

follow federal guidelines.  

 

When he was elected Governor of Texas in 1890, James Stephen Hogg was the first governor, 

who was actually born in the state. He was known for his populist beliefs and reforms he felt were 

necessary to protect the common people from giant corporations. As Texas Attorney General, 

Hogg pushed legislation forward to regulate railroads and to limit the development of trusts or 

monopolies. He felt monopolies undermined the free enterprise system. The Texas Anti-Trust Law 

(1888) was only the second such piece of legislation passed in the country. As governor, Hogg 

increased funding for public schools and colleges and supported other pieces of reform 

legislation. He did name his daughter Ima Hogg, but contrary to legend, she did not have a sister 

named Ura. James Hogg died in his sleep in 1906.  

 

Complete the following statement:   

 

 

I think James Hogg's most important accomplishment is 

 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 

 

because ________________________________________________________.  
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Transcontinental Railroad 

The Transcontinental Railroad impacted not only Texas but other states across the 

USA.  Read the following information  and study the map to answer the questions 

below. 

 When the United States expanded its territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans, work began 

on transportation systems to connect the two coasts.  One of the projects was the 

Transcontinental Railroad.  Texas provided land and workers to complete the railway.  The railway 

increased shipping capabilities and boosted the economy of towns along its routes.  If a railroad 

built a train stop in a town, that town became a profitable place for new businesses and 

homes.  Fort Worth and Houston are major hubs for rail transportation that are still important to 

today’s economy. 

On the map above, circle and label the two important hubs for the railroad system in 
Texas. 
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 Cotton in Texas 

 

As you read about Cotton in Texas,  highlight all of the impacts the cotton industry 

has had on Texas. 

 

Texas is the top producer of cotton in the United States, and cotton is 

Texas’s leading agricultural product.  By 1880, Texans produced nearly 1 

million bales of cotton, and nearly 1.5 million by 1889.   Half of the cotton 

crop was sent to Europe while the other half was transported to New 

England to support the textile industry there.  Cotton grew well in West 

Texas, where farmers used a technique called dry farming to grow crops 

without irrigation.  Timing was important and once the cotton was ready it 

had to be harvested quickly.  Many children remained home, working the 

fields instead of going to school during cotton season.  As more farmers grew cotton, the supply 

became greater than the demand and prices fell.  Drought and boll weevils destroyed 

crops.  Many cotton farmers became trapped in a vicious cycle of buying seeds and supplies on 

credit, mortgaging their land, and ultimately losing their land and becoming tenants and 

sharecroppers by 1880.  These periods of growth followed by periods of depression in the cotton 

industry signaled a boom and bust cycle in the Texas economy. 

 

Take each of the items you’ve highlighted and classify each as political, economic, 

or social by placing in the correct box below.  HINT:  Use the following page if 

needed to help you remember what types of things are in each category. 

 

Impact of Cotton Industry in Texas 

Economic 

Political 

Social 
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Political, Economic, Social 

When examining history, you will sometimes be asked to identify or 

categorize events as political, economic, or social. Below are some hints of 

what you might look for. 

POLITICAL - Things that relate to the government 

 Types of governments

 Rules for government (constitutions)

 Voting

 Wars

 Nations declaring independence

 Court decisions

 Relationships with other nations

  Economic -Things that are about money and resources 

 Gold and Silver

 Paper money (Currency)

 Taxes and Tariffs

 Property

 Imports and Exports (Trade)

 Debt

 Technology

 Transportation

Social - Things that are about people 

 Groups of people living in an area or affected in some way

 Education systems

 Religion

 Language

 Culture (includes clothing, food)

NOTE: Sometimes events can be in multiple categories.  One example is trade with 

other nations.  It’s political (relationships with other nations) but it’s also economic (trade).  If 

choosing only one category, think about which one BEST describes the event.  Be sure to be 

able to explain why you think it’s the best fit!   
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