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Oil and Natural Disasters Vocabulary
Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about the Age of Oil and natural disasters that have impacted Texas.

Vocabulary

Definition

Boom-and-bust
cycle

A series of events in which a rapid increase in
business activity in the economy is followed by
a rapid decrease in business activity, and this
process is repeated again and again

boomtown

a town that experiences a sudden growth in
business and population

drought

a long period of time during which there is
very little or no rain

natural disaster a sudden and terrible event in nature (such as
a hurricane, tornado, or flood) that usually
results in serious damage and many deaths

overgrazing

a situation in which there are too many cows or
other animals eating grass in an area, which
damages the environment
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Oil and Natural Disasters Vocabulary
Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about the Age of Oil and natural disasters that have impacted Texas.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

overproduction

the act of producing more of something than
is needed or wanted

panhandle

a part of a land area that is narrow and sticks
out from a larger area. In Texas it is the
northern part of the state .

salt dome

a mound or column of salt that forms in the
ground and can trap oil and natural gas

Storm surge

water from the ocean that is pushed toward the
shore by the force of the winds swirling around
a hurricane
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Age of Oil Prediction Sentences
Natural Disaster

Salt Dome

Boom and Bust Cycle

Drought

Overgrazing

Boomtown

Overproduction

Storm Surge

Panhandle

Predict: Write 3 sentences using the nine vocabulary words above. These
sentences should be “possible sentences” that might appear in the Age of Oil unit.

1.

2.

3.

This content module is designed to explore important events during the early 20th century in
Texas. Remember, when we are referring to a particular century, it’s always named one number
after the actual years mentioned. That means the 20th century is actually referring to the
1900’s. You will investigate events that occurred in Texas during the years 1900 - 1930, but they
are still important today!

Revise Predictions: AFTER completing this unit about the Age of Oil, review the
prediction sentences you wrote above. Correct any information that is not accurate and
rewrite them below.
1.

2.

3.

When reading a longer passage of information, it’s helpful to break it up into smaller
chunks to better understand what you are reading. This introduction to the unit is
chunked into three sections. Stop after each of the next three paragraphs and
complete each summarizing activity.

Age of Oil
The early 1900s were marked with natural disasters that forever changed Texas. In 1900, a
devastating hurricane hit the booming city of Galveston. The largest hurricane on record at the
time, hit the Texas coast and killed thousands of people. As a result, the government built a sea
wall to protect Galveston Island. Houston, located about forty-five miles inland, became the major
port in Texas. In the 1930s, drought and overgrazing caused the Dust Bowl. It destroyed farms
and the livelihood of thousands of Texans across the Texas Plains. Many Texans left their
homes and migrated west looking for work.
Complete the graphic organizer below with the two natural disasters discussed in the
paragraph above.

Natural Disasters in Texas Early 20th Century

Spindletop
However, it was not all bad for Texas in the early 1900s. Texans struck oil in 1901 at Spindletop,
near Houston. This discovery led to a mad dash for oil, creating new boomtowns all over East
Texas and eventually out West in the Panhandle. Oil continues to play a major economic and
political role in Texas today.
Complete the graphic organizer below with the effect(s) from the event at Spindletop.

Cause

Effect

Spindletop
Oil Strike

Approximately 200,000 Texans served in the armed forces when the U.S. entered World War I in
1917. Women joined the workforce while men were away fighting. Texas grew economically as a
result of the many military training camps established across the state.

This paragraph previews information we will be studying in the next unit. Use your
inferencing skills to complete the short summary of our next unit.

In the next unit of study, we will be studying about an event that impacted not
only Texas but the entire United States. We will be studying Texas’

involvement in
________________________________________________.

Before you read more about the oil strike at Spindletop, label its location on a map. First find
and circle the city of Beaumont on the map below. Next label that circle Spindletop, 1901.

Spindletop
The first major oil discovery in Texas occurred at the beginning of the 20th century in Beaumont,
Texas. Patillo Higgins and Captain Anthony F. Lucas were convinced there might be oil under the
salt dome just outside of Houston. They did not have much luck for several years, and most
people thought they would never strike oil on a salt dome. However, on January 10, 1901,
everything changed. On what appeared to be a normal day of drilling, the men heard a huge
boom and oil began spewing high into the sky! Lucas had hoped to get five barrels a day out of
his well. It actually produced 100,000 barrels a day—more than all of the other wells in the United
States at the time. After the oil discovery at Spindletop, people from all over the country came to
Texas in an attempt to strike it rich in the oil industry. Several oil companies were established,
including Gulf Oil, Amoco, and the Humble Oil Company, which later became Exxon.

Why did more people begin to move to Texas after Spindletop?

Draw/create a symbol to help you remember the importance of January 10,
1901 in Texas history.

As you read about what came after the discovery of oil at Spindletop, circle the
things that seem to be good (positive) and put a box around effects that seem to be
bad (negative).

Oil Boom and Bust
After Spindletop, people from all over came to earn their fortune drilling oil. Boomtowns sprang up
in East Texas around Kilgore, Beaumont, and Nacogdoches. They eventually spread to West
Texas near Midland and Odessa. Towns of makeshift homes, restaurants, and hotels literally
sprang up overnight. Oil derricks were packed onto every square inch of available land. This
boom period of economic growth was eventually followed by a bust cycle, in which the supply of
oil was greater than the demand, and oil prices dropped. Overproduction contributed to a bust
cycle during the Great Depression in the 1930s. The nation’s energy crisis in the 1970s caused
another oil boom. As Texas companies drilled more wells and increased production, new jobs
and higher wages once again drew people to areas near the oil industry. This oil boom continued
into the 1980s and early 1990s, when social and political life in Texas changed and the oil industry
began downsizing. However, oil continues to be a major industry in Texas today because many
modes of transportation, including airplanes, cars, trains, and boats, still rely on oil.
Place the effects you circled and boxed above into the correct column in the graphic
organizer below. Challenge: See if you can add additional positive and negative
impacts that aren’t mentioned in the paragraph above!

Positive Impacts

This photo shows the outskirts of an oil
boomtown in Texas. Hundreds of families
begin to arrive but there is no place for them
to live in town. Imagine you are a member
of one of the families living here. On the
next page. Write a short letter home
describing what life is like in this
boomtown. Remember to include the
date! You might write about what your
days are like, what your parents days are
like, what it looks and smells like here.
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/

Negative Impacts

Dear Family…….
Write a short letter home describing what life is like in a boomtown. Remember to include
the date! You might write about what your days are like, what your parents days are like,

Galveston Hurricane
The most deadly hurricane in U.S. history hit the Texas coast late at night on September 8,
1900. Although there was some warning of the approaching hurricane, no one knew just how bad
it would be. An estimated 6,000 to 8,000 people died as a result of the storm. Galveston, a
bustling port city, was in ruins. The damage was even more devastating because there was
nothing to protect the barrier island from the flooding and storm surge that occurred. Although
engineers built a seawall to protect the island from future storms, Galveston never recovered its
economic prosperity as a commercial center. Houston became the major metropolitan port city
after the disastrous storm, because its location provided better protection from hurricanes.
Today, enhanced warning systems and communication we have highway signs to help direct
travelers away from the storm. In some cases, local authorities will authorize contraflow. This
means that vehicles are allowed to use lanes that are normally used by traffic travelling in the
opposite direction. This allows more people to leave an area quickly.

Pictures Help Us Remember
After you read. Pictures help us remember what we read. Place the 6 pictures on the
next two pages in the correct order of events by numbering them. The number 1 is
the first event and the number 6 is the last. You can refer back to the reading as
often as you need to.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:GalvestonSeawallCurvePostcard.jpeg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_State_of_Galveston

https://es.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archivo:Galveston_Hurricane_(1900)_SWA.JPG

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Galveston_-_1900_homes.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wikiFile:Houston_Galveston_area_towns_roadmap.gif

Dust Bowl

http://footnote.wordpress.ncsu.edu/files/2020/07/dust-storm-map.jpg

Analyze the map above that shows the damage by massive dust storms in
the 1930s. What five states were known as the Dust Bowl states?

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Dust Bowl
In the 1930s, Texans became victims of the “Dust Bowl” in the middle of the Great
Depression. Years of overgrazing the land, over farming, and lack of rain created challenging
conditions for farmers in the Panhandle of Texas. The skies blackened overhead for hours at a
time. Huge dust storms measuring several miles across and hundreds of feet into the air created
unhealthy, even deadly, conditions. Over a third of the region’s farmers abandoned their land and
headed west to California in search of opportunities to make a living. Clouds of dust made their
way all the way to Washington, D.C. In 1935, Congress passed a bill to to address environmental
issues created by the Dust Bowl. This New Deal legislation created the Soil Conservation
Service, which focused on improving methods to conserve soil and prevent erosion.
After you have read about the Dust Bowl, cover the paragraph above with your
hand. WIthout looking at the paragraph, describe what the Dust Bowl was.

On the following page are two actual photographs taken during this difficult time in
Texas history. Look closely at each photograph and write a short caption that
explains what you are seeing.

Look closely at each photograph and write a short caption that explains what you
are seeing.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dust-storm-Texas-1935.png

https://nypl.getarchive.net/media/along-the-highway-near-bakersfield-california-dust-bowl-refugees-7a3189

LET’S REVIEW WHAT YOU KNOW!
In this unit, you read about several important events that happened in the 1900s in
Texas. To review, add the following dates along with what happened on those dates
to the timeline below. You many go back to review if needed.
September 8, 1900
January 10, 1901
1930’s
1935
1970

Age of Oil and Natural Disasters, 1900s
Date

Event

Now that you have finished this module, revisit the Age of Oil prediction sentences
on page 4 to revise your predictions, if needed.

