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Westward Expansion Content Module
This unit module is designed to help you understand westward expansion and its effects on the
political, economic and social development of the nation. You will analyze the causes and effects
of Manifest Destiny, including the Mexican American War. You will identify ways conflicts
between people of various groups were addressed as a result of Westward Expansion. Finally
you will locate places and regions directly related to fulfilling the growth of our nation.

Think about this term:

Manifest Destiny

1. Say the word aloud
2.Think about what sounds come to mind.
3.Think about what images come to mind.

In the box, draw what comes to mind when you think of the term:

Manifest Destiny
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Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze
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What’s going on in the visual above? Take your pencil/pen and divide the visual
into 4 quadrants. In the table below, describe what you see and what you think it
means.

Section 1

Section 2

I see….

I see….

I think this means...

I think this means...

Section 3

Section 4

I see….

I see….

I think this means…

I think this means...
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Primary Source Interpretation
The image below is a famous painting from 1872 by the artist John Gast. After
examining the image, answer the questions below.

Miners

Look at the image of the lady in the center of the picture and answer the following
questions:
1. What do you think this image represents?

2. What are the two objects the figure is carrying? What do you think the artist is
implying about Manifest Destiny with these objects?
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Use the John Gast image on the page 4 to answer the following questions:
4. In looking at the painting, explain how westward expansion affected each of the
following groups. Identify if the effect was positive or negative.
A. Native Americans
B. Animals
C. Miners
D. Farmers

5. How did the forms of transportation in the painting impact westward expansion?
Identify a couple of examples of transportation you see and explain.

6. Why did the artist paint the painting with one side lighter and the other darker? What do
you think he is trying to tell the viewer.

7. As you read the quote in the box below and answer the question that follows

...” And that claim is by the right of our manifest destiny to overspread and to possess
the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the development of the
great experiment of liberty and federated self-government entrusted to us.”
John L. O’Sullivan, 1845
What is O’Sullivan saying about manifest destiny?

5

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org

Introduction to Westward Expansion
Read the paragraph of the unit summary below. Answer the questions that follows.
This era is defined by “Manifest Destiny,” which was the dream that the United States was
destined to expand across the North American continent. During the first half of the nineteenth
century, territory was added to the original United States eventually extending the borders from
east to west from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The discovery of gold in California led many
Americans to move west. The expansion north to south from the Canadian border to the border of
Mexico caused conflict as the annexation of Texas led to a war with Mexico and sparked debate
on the expansion of slavery into the western territory. Using civil disobedience, Henry David
Thoreau refused to support the Mexican War because he felt it would expand slavery.

Why did people in the United States move west?

If you lived in this era why would you move west?
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Westward Expansion Vocabulary
The following chart contains important vocabulary words from Westward
Expansion.
As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a
picture or symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as
you read about Westward Expansion.

Term

Definition

Draw It Out!!

Annexation

Adding territory to a country

Canal

A man made waterway to
connect two bodies of water in
order to allow boats to travel
through

Cession

Land that is given up by one
country to another

Civil Disobedience

The act of disobeying unjust
laws and suffering the
consequences of your actions
in order to bring to light the
immortality of the law

Expansion

To move in a direction or to
grow
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Westward Expansion Vocabulary
The following chart contains important vocabulary words from Westward
Expansion.
As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a
picture or symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as
you read about Westward Expansion.

Term

Definition

Draw It Out!!

Factory System

A system that produced more
goods at a lower cost which led
to rapid industrialization

Forty-niner

People from around the world
seeking to find gold in the
California gold mines in 1849

Manifest Destiny

The belief it was God’s will, or
destiny, for the United States
to stretch from the Atlantic to
the Pacific Ocean

Mormons

Religious group and members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints who were
persecuted for their religious
beliefs. Their leader was
Brigham Young.

Oregon Trail

The trail created overland from
Independence, Missouri to the
Pacific coast of Oregon
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Westward Expansion Vocabulary
The following chart contains important vocabulary words from Westward
Expansion.
As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a
picture or symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as
you read about Westward Expansion.

Term

Definition

Draw It Out!!

Popular Sovereignty

People have the power or
authority to vote

Transcontinental
Railroad

Railroad that stretches across a
continent

Bureau of Land Management and USDA US Dept. of Agriculture, Walla Walla-Whitman National Forest
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Westward Expansion Events
The following events helped our country to fulfill its manifest destiny. Read through
each paragraph and write a three word summary that explains the event. Also, fill in either
the cause or effect of the event.

Treaty of Paris 1783 - This treaty ended the American Revolutionary war and gave the
United States a larger territory. It recognized the original 13 colonies as the United States. The
new nation’s boundaries were as follows: (North) the Great Lakes and Canada; (South) Spanishowned Florida; (East) the Atlantic Ocean; and (West) the Mississippi River.
______________________

________________________

Cause: War with Great Britain

_____________________

Effect:

Louisiana Purchase 1803 - This is thought to be to be one of the greatest deals in real
estate history. President Jefferson negotiated the purchase of the mid-section of the U.S for a
mere $15,000,000. It doubled the size of the United States. The Mississippi River was the
boundary on the east, the western boundary was the Rocky Mountains, the northern boundary
was the Canadian border, and the southern boundary the Gulf of Mexico at the mouth of the
river.
______________________

________________________

Cause: The U.S. wanted access to the

_____________________

Effect:

Mississippi River

Adams Onis Treaty 1819 (also called the Transcontinental Treaty) - In 1819 Secretary of
State John Quincy Adams negotiated the Adams-Onis Treaty with Spain. In this treaty the U.S.
acquired East Florida and received validation for its seizure of West Florida that had occurred
during Madison’s presidency. Spain also ceded its claims to the Oregon Territory to the U.S.
while the U.S. agreed to give up any claim to Texas.
______________________

________________________

Cause: General Andrew Jackson

_____________________

Effect:

invading Florida in his pursuit to capture
disruptive Natives
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Westward Expansion Events
The following events helped our country to fulfill its manifest destiny. Read through
each paragraph and write a three word summary that explains the event. Also, fill in either
the cause or effect of the event.

Annexation of Texas 1845 - President James K. Polk ran on the campaign platform in 1844
that this territory should be added to the U.S. He claimed it was really a part of the Louisiana
Purchase, even though it was now part of Mexico. Just before he took office Congress passed a
joint resolution admitting the state to the union. A joint resolution was different from a treaty
which took two-thirds vote in the Senate for approval. A joint resolution took a majority vote in
each house, which was easier to obtain at this time.
______________________

________________________

Effect:

Cause:

_____________________
War with Mexico

Oregon Territory 1846 - Even though the boundary of Maine had been solved by the
Webster-Burton Treaty in 1842, the boundary of the Oregon Country was still in dispute. The fact
the Lewis and Clark Expedition had traveled down the Columbia River to the Pacific was the
beginning of the U.S. claim to the territory. However, Britain still claimed this territory as
theirs. Finally a treaty was negotiated dividing this territory between the two. The southern
boundary was the 42nd parallel and the northern boundary the 49th parallel.
______________________

________________________

Cause:

_____________________

Effect:

U.S. gained Oregon Territory for
settlers to settle

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 1848 War with Mexico was caused primarily because
of the annexation of Texas which Mexico still claimed. After winning this war, the United States
got Mexico to sign a treaty which set the southern boundary of Texas at the Rio Grande river;
gave California and the province of New Mexico to U.S. (known as the Mexican Cession); and
required a payment of $15 million from the Mexican government to pay claims of U.S. citizens
against the Mexican government.
______________________
________________________
_____________________

Cause:

Effect:

more conflict over the expansion
of slavery to the west
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Westward Expansion Events
The following events helped our country to fulfill its manifest destiny. Read through
each paragraph and write a three word summary that explains the event. Also, fill in either
the cause or effect of the event.

Gadsden Purchase 1853 - The United States paid Mexico $10 million for a small strip of

land along the southern border of today’s Arizona and New Mexico. The reason for the purchase
was to have a shorter route for the building of a trans-continental railroad to California. However,
some people believed that the large sum was because of the harsh terms of the treaty that had
ended the war with Mexico.
______________________

________________________

Cause:

_____________________

Effect:

More conflict over the expansion
of slavery to the west

Missouri Compromise 1820 - Devised by Henry Clay, this piece of legislation was

designed to keep the number of states created from the Louisiana Purchase balanced between
free and slave. It was important to the slave states to keep the number of senators from slave
and free states the same, since the free states had more representatives in the House. Maine
entered as a free state, Missouri entered as a slave state, and the rest of the territory north of the
36° 30΄ line was free.
______________________

________________________

Cause: Missouri wanted to become a

_____________________

Effect:

slave state which would offset the balance of
slave and free states in Congress

Compromise of 1850 - This congressional legislation addressed the problem of slavery in the
territory gained by the United States after winning the Mexican-American War. Drafted by Henry
Clay, California was admitted as a free state; the remaining territory was allowed to vote on the
slavery issue (popular sovereignty); Texas was given $10 million for a strip of land given to New
Mexico; slave trade was prohibited in the District of Columbia; a strict fugitive slave law was
adopted to capture runaway slaves.
______________________

________________________

Cause: California wanted to become a

_____________________

Effect:

free state which would offset the balance of
slave and free states in Congress
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Fly on the Wall
Choose one event from the Westward Expansion events on pages 10-12 and fill in
the information below….If you were a Fly on the Wall at one of these events...

If You were a Fly on the Wall…
Which event in history would you like to witness and why?

Using your senses…
Who would you see?

What would you hear?

What would you smell?

Explain in detail and tell why.
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The U.S. map below is divided into territorial acquisitions (land gained) of the United States from 1783-1853. You
will use this map to document events from Westward Expansion. Details are on the following pages.

U.S. Territorial Acquisitions Map and Westward Expansion

U.S. Territorial Acquisitions Map and Westward Expansion
As you read below, highlight major groups and events that helped to expand our
country. Label acquisitions on the map on page 14. As you read, the items to be labeled
will be in bold.
Lewis and Clark’s successful expedition,1804-1806 of the Louisiana Territory, caught the
attention of the American people.
Label the area between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains: Louisiana
Purchase 1803
Their descriptions of the fertile land, plants, and animals of the West raised the possibility of many
opportunities west of the Rockies to the Pacific coast. By 1845, the United States and its
territories reached from the Atlantic Ocean to the Rocky Mountains. From the American
Revolution, to the Louisiana Purchase, to the Convention of 1818 and the Adams-Onis Treaty the
territory of the United States more than doubled.
Label the section that includes Florida: Adams-Onis-Treaty 1819
More and more settlers wanted to move west for opportunity, religion, start businesses or cheap
land in the Southwest, California, and the Pacific coast. Not all the land belonged to the United
States. Some of the land was claimed by Native Americanss, Great Britain, and Mexico. After the
Lewis and Clark expedition, different groups of people came west. Among those that came were
the Mountain Men for fur trapping, missionaries to convert the Native Americans, Mormons to
escape religious persecution, the Forty-Niners seeking gold, business, and trade opportunities
and many more. Native Americans were displaced and forced to move west to lands occupied by
other tribes. Slaves were forced to move with their owners who were looking for more fertile land
to grow cash crops.
This era is defined by “Manifest Destiny,” which was the dream that the United States was
destined to expand across the North American continent. During the first half of the nineteenth
century, territory was added to the original United States eventually extending the borders from
east to west from the Atlantic to the Pacific.The expansion north to south from the Canadian
border to the border of Mexico caused conflict as the annexation of Texas led to a war with
Mexico and sparked debate on the expansion of slavery into the western territory.
Label the area that includes Texas: Texas Annexation 1845
The discovery of gold in California and the end of the war with Mexico led many Americans to
move west. Many in the United States felt it was their “Manifest Destiny” to spread American
ideals from ocean to ocean. With the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo in 1848, the U.S. gained
California in the Mexican Cession.
Label the area that includes California: Mexican Cession 1848
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U.S. Territorial Acquisitions Map and Westward Expansion

As you read below, highlight major groups and events that helped to expand our
country. Label acquisitions on the map on page 14. As you read, the items to be labeled
will be in bold.
As more Americans moved west along the Oregon and California Trails, border disputes and
land claim conflicts continued. Due to a successful Treaty with Great Britain in 1846, the U.S.
gained the Oregon territory at the 49th parallel.
Label the area that includes Oregon: Oregon territory 1846
In 1853, the last piece of Manifest Destiny was completed with the purchase of the southern
parts of Arizona and New Mexico from Mexico. Over the next nine years, these disputes would
need to be settled. The United States was expanding from coast to coast. Eventually, inventions
for better and faster transportation and communication united the Atlantic coast of the United
States with the Pacific coast. Manifest Destiny had been achieved through treaty, purchase,
cession, annexation, and war.
Label the area south of current day California, New Mexico and Arizona: Gadsden
Purchase 1853

Mapping out the trails
Santa Fe Trail: The trail from Missouri to New Mexico, where American traders, including William
Becknell in 1821, brought in American manufacturing goods to sell and trade. These goods
were cheaper than goods from Mexico, disrupting current Indian and Mexican traders.
Label the line from Missouri to New Mexico: Santa Fe Trail
Morman Trail: In 1847 Brigham Young led a group of religious followers called the Mormons
across the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains. Mormons were escaping persecution by
establishing communities in Utah and spreading agriculture in the region. Mormons would build
settlements and cultivate the land along the trail for future settlers. This helped make the trail
much easier for other travelers.
Label the line from Iowa to Salt Lake City, Utah: The Mormon Trail
Oregon Trail: The Oregon territory was claimed by the U.S., Spain, Great Britain, and Russia.
The U.S. and Great Britain would send settlers to occupy the territory. In 1841, thousands of
settlers lured by fertile land caught “Oregon Fever” and began to travel to the territory. Once
more Americans came they began to call for Great Britain to leave. In a treaty signed by
President Polk and Great Britain, the 40th parallel line became the border of the Oregon territory
claimed by the U.S. Travelers along this trail faced a difficult journey with harsh land and Indian
attacks.
Label the line from Missouri to Oregon: The Oregon Trail
16
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Who Went West?
The following groups moved west. As you read about each group, circle positive
effects of the group moving west and then put a box around potential negative effects.
When you are done reading, answer the questions that follow.
The Mormons are members of a religion founded by Joseph Smith in 1830. It is formally
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. After Joseph Smith was killed by a
mob in Illinois protesting Mormon beliefs and religious practices, Brigham Young became the
leader. Because of the religious persecution of the Mormons, Young decided to move his
followers west to Utah Territory then owned by Mexico. There, he hoped he and his followers
could create a safe utopian society for themselves. As the first wagon train moved west towards
Utah in 1847, Young and his followers planted crops and built shelters for the wagon trains that
would follow. This enabled later wagon trains to survive. The Mormons founded their first
settlement on the Great Salt Lake. To survive, these pioneers had to invent creative ways to
irrigate crops in the desert. This demonstrated that settlers could adapt to living in the
desert in a dry climate. After first making friends with the local Native Americans, conflicts
started to arise over ownership of the limited water resources. With the addition of more and
more settlers, the Native Americans were eventually pushed onto reservations. Soon, Salt Lake
City became a trade stop for wagon trains going west to Oregon.
What are two positive effects of the Mormons settlement of Utah?

What is one negative effect of the Mormon settlement of Utah?

In 1848, gold was discovered in California and by 1849 the Gold Rush had begun. People begin
to arrive in California from the east coast, following the Oregon and California Trails, and many
countries from around the world. Thousands came from as far away as China. These “Fortyniners” were mostly young men seeking to make their fortunes mining for gold. Though some
did make a fortune in the gold mines, most did not. Some left the gold fields and set up
businesses in San Francisco and other California towns, pushing Native Americans from their
native lands. Many moved to Oregon. The population of California skyrocketed. Soon, California
had enough population to enter the United States as the Thirty-first state. The diversity of the
Forty-Niners” is still reflected today in California through the descendants of the “FortyNiners.”
What are two positive effects of the California Gold Rush?

What is one negative effect of the California Gold Rush?
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