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Contemporary America - 1970s-the Present
The years from the 1970s to the present make-up the Contemporary America era. In this
module, we will first look at an overview of the era before taking a detailed look at events from
1970 to 1990 and then 1990 to the present.
Let’s preview key events associated with Contemporary America. Look over the
events below and predict the sequence of the events by putting the event that
happened first as #1 and the last event #10.
_____

End of the Cold War

_____

Watergate Scandal

_____

9-11

_____

Persian Gulf War

_____

Capture of Osama bin Laden

_____

Energy crisis

_____

Impeachment of Bill Clinton

_____

Hurricane Katrina

_____

Great Recession

_____

Rise of Conservatism

Richard Nixon
1969-1974

Gerald Ford
1974-1977

George H.W. Bush
1989-1993

Bill Clinton
1993-2001

Jimmy Carter
1977-1981

Ronald Reagan
1981-1989

George W. Bush
2001-2009
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Barack Obama
2009-2017
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As you read the overview of the Contemporary America era below, highlight key
words in both the domestic and foreign policy paragraphs as well as details about
the events you previously sequenced.

Contemporary America—Domestic Front
On the domestic front, the Contemporary America era is characterized by enormous strides
in technology and an energy crisis, both dramatically changing life in America. America,
once a giant in the production of oil, became dependent on other nations to meet the
energy demands of the nation. Computers that were available only to large corporations
and the government became part of everyday life. Geographically, the population shifted
from the “Rust Belt'' states in the northern section of the nation to the “Sun Belt” states in
the south and southwestern regions of the U.S. In 2005, both geographic and human
factors played a significant role in the devastating flooding to New Orleans and the
southern coast caused by Hurricane Katrina. During the Contemporary America era, the
nation grappled with societal issues including the AIDS epidemic, the War on Drugs, and
the effects of both legal and illegal immigration. Politically, the nation saw the rise of a
conservative movement to address the growth in the power of the federal government while
dealing with the fallout caused by the resignation of one president and the impeachment of
another. Economically, the nation struggled with a sluggish economy, inflation, and the
most serious financial crisis since the Great Depression. These domestic issues often led
to differences of opinion and conflict over the direction the U.S. government and its people
should take to address these issues.
Use the words you highlighted in each paragraph to help you complete the
sentences below:
After reading the overview of the domestic events in the Contemporary America era,
I have these questions…..
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As you read the overview of the Contemporary American era below, highlight key
words in both the domestic and foreign policy paragraphs as well as details about
the events you previously sequenced.

Contemporary America—Foreign Affairs
As the Cold War ended, U.S. foreign policy focused on the rise terrorism and conflicts in the
Middle East. In the 80s, the U.S. responded to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, sending troops to drive
the Iraqi forces out of Kuwait and protect U.S. oil interests in the Persian Gulf. Even though the
Gulf War ended with the collapse of Iraqi government and the downfall of its leader, Saddam
Hussein, the tension between the U.S. and Arab nations in the Middle East remained
high. Finally, the tension exploded with the most serious terrorist attack on U.S. soil in our
history. On September 11, 2001, the al-Qaeda terrorist organization carried out attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. A third attack believed to be heading toward the capitol in
Washington D.C. was stopped in Pennsylvania, but not before thousands lost their lives and
Americans felt unsafe at home in ways they had not before. Relations with Russia and China
remained tense as the three superpowers competed to spread their influence both politically and
economically around the world.

Use the words you highlighted in each paragraph to help you complete the
sentences below:

After reading the overview of foreign events in the Contemporary America era, I have
these questions…

Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin shake hands as Jimmy
Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin greet each for their first
meeting at the Camp David Summit as Jimmy Carter and

President George W. Bush Visits New York;
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Study the collage of pictures below and then use the picture numbers to answer the
questions that follow:
1

2

3

4
5

6

7

10
8

9

Which pictures reflect the domestic events of the era?

Which pictures reflect the foreign characteristics of the Contemporary America era?
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1970s to the 1990s Terms
As you read the terms and definitions below from this 20-year period, decide if it is
domestic or foreign and then create a symbol to help you remember the term.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Domestic/
Foreign

Symbol

AIDS—Acquired
Serious health epidemic
Immunodeficiency beginning in 1981 that has
Syndrome
resulted in the deaths of
over 700,000 and over 1.1
million Americans living with
HIV human
immunodeficiency virus, the
virus that leads to AIDS
Department of
Energy (Energy
Crisis)

The Cabinet Department
created in 1977 in response
to the energy crisis resulting
from high prices for
imported oil; the goal of the
Department is to develop
and execute an effective
energy policy for the U.S.

Deregulation

Removal of government
regulations and restrictions
in hopes of stimulating
segments of the economy to
improve free enterprise

Mazzoli-Simpson
Act 1986

Immigration reform act
attempting to stop
companies from hiring illegal
immigrants; last major
attempt to reform U.S.
immigration policies and halt
rising numbers from illegal
immigration
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1970s to the 1990s Terms
As you read the terms and definitions below from this 20-year period, decide if it is
domestic or foreign and then create a symbol to help you remember the term.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Domestic/
Foreign

OPEC—
Organization of
the Petroleum
Exporting
Countries

Organization of oil producing
nations attempting to
coordinate, unify, and protect
the sources of petroleum of its
members; used price controls
and production quotas to
ensure profits and influence
foreign affairs in its favor

Rust Belt

Northeastern and Midwestern
states; once the center of U.S.
industrial capacity and large
urban populations; began to
decline in the 80s as people
moved south for warmer
climate and new economic
opportunities

Sun Belt

Southeast and Southwestern
areas of the U.S., known for
sunny and warm climate with
growing economic
opportunities; saw tremendous
growth in population beginning
in the 90s to the present

Symbol

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Map_of_USA_highlighting_Sun_Belt.png

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/4/42/Rust-belt-map.jpg
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1990s to the Present Terms
As you read the terms and definitions below from this 20-year period, decide if it is
domestic or foreign and then create a symbol to help you remember the term.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Domestic/
Foreign

al Qaeda

Militant terrorist organization led
by Osama bin Laden;
responsible for the 9-11 attacks
on the U.S.

Department of
Homeland
Security

Executive cabinet office formed
in 2002 responsible for antiterrorism efforts, border
security, immigration policies,
and disaster prevention and
management

E-Commerce

The buying and selling of
products over the Internet

Genocide

Deliberate killing of large
groups of people of a particular
ethnicity—Examples—
campaign of mass atrocities
against the Kurds in Iraq and
the Opposition to the Assad
government in Syria

Globalization

Process of integrating goods
and services all across the
globe; resulting in multinational
corporations doing business all
over the globe
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1990s to the Present Terms
As you read the terms and definitions below from this 20-year period, decide if it is
domestic or foreign and then create a symbol to help you remember the term.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Domestic/
Foreign

Impeachment

Constitutional provision
allowing the House of
Representatives to bring
charges of misconduct against
a public official; if a majority in
the House of Representatives
votes to impeach, the Senate
then conducts a trial; if 2/3 of
the Senate votes for conviction,
the official is removed from
office

Levee

A man-made embankment built
to prevent a river from
overflowing and flooding the
surrounding area; the levees in
New Orleans failed after
Hurricane Katrina causing
massive flooding and damage

NAFTA--North
American Free
Trade
Agreement

1994 Trade agreement
between Canada, U.S., and
Mexico creating a special
economic free trade zone with
fewer restrictions and tariffs

No Child Left
Behind

2001 education act passed in
attempt to provide guidelines to
improve educational
opportunities for disadvantaged
students; led to greater federal
control over education normally
reserved to the states
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1990s to the Present Terms
As you read the terms and definitions below from this 20-year period, decide if it is
domestic or foreign and then create a symbol to help you remember the term.

Vocabulary
Term

Definition

Domestic/
Foreign

Taliban

Fundamentalist Sunni Islamic
movement, whose followers
took over the government of
Afghanistan and established a
radical Islamic state

TSA—
Transportation
Security
Administration

Government agency created
after 9-11 to protect the
transportation system and
ensure safe movement of
people and commerce
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1970 to 1990
To analyze the first twenty years of Contemporary America era, we will look at the
administrations of the four presidents who served during this time—Richard Nixon (1969-1974),
Gerald Ford (1974-1977), Jimmy Carter (1977-1981), and Ronald Reagan (1981-1989).
As you read about the events that follow, highlight key ideas that help you
determine which president was responsible for each event and whether the event
dealt with domestic or foreign policies. Also since the events are not in
chronological order, look for clues to help you sequence the events correctly when
you finish. Complete the box after each event using your highlighted information.

Normalization of Relations with China—Following World War II, the United States had
exercised a policy of containment of communist countries. President Nixon realized that the
United States would benefit from better relations with Communist China because the Chinese
shared our distrust of Russia. In 1972, President Nixon visited China to open the dialogue. He
was instrumental in the normalization of relations with China and in creating the policy of détente.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Détente—Not only did President Nixon seek better relations with China, he also sought a policy
of détente, or relaxation of tensions, with the Soviet Union. Alongside Secretary of State, Henry
Kissinger, President Nixon worked to stop the buildup of nuclear weapons between the United
States and Russia. In 1972, Nixon and Soviet General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev signed the
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT) designed to limit the nuclear missiles in each country’s
arsenals.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Watergate—Following a break-in at the Democratic National Committee’s Headquarters in
Washington D.C., the Nixon administration was involved in an attempt to cover up their
involvement. This led to President Nixon becoming embroiled in the so-called Watergate scandal
after his landslide reelection to a second term as President in 1972. It was called Watergate
because the headquarters was located in the Watergate complex of buildings in Washington
D.C. The investigation that followed over the next couple of years would eventually show Nixon’s
knowledge and involvement in the cover up. As impeachment proceedings were moving forward
in the U.S. House of Representatives, President Nixon became the only President in history to
resign the office.
President:

Foreign

11

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1970 to 1990
Reaganomics—In the 1980s a conservative political revival occurred. As the role and power of
the federal government increased, many at the state level sought to swing the pendulum away
from the federal government and back to the states. President Reagan campaigned on what he
called New Federalism, a return of power to the states. Economically, Regan favored supplyside economics. The idea was to decrease government regulation in order to allow businesses
to produce more goods. The hope was that this would create a larger supply of goods for
consumers while lowering inflation. The goals of this conservative economic policy, called
Reaganomics, were rapid economic growth and reduction of the federal deficit. The actual
results included lower inflation and an increase in the national debt.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Energy Crisis—Plentiful energy sources were critical to the United States in the early
1970s. In 1973, United States support for Israel led to an oil embargo from OPEC, the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Companies. This caused an energy crisis. The embargo
led to high gasoline prices for Americans and in some areas, shortages at gas
stations. Americans would have to wait in long lines to fill their tanks. In areas where shortages
were more severe, some states mandated that cars could only fill up on certain days. The last
digit of a person’s license plate determined which days they would be allowed to fill up their
car. President Carter created the Department of Energy to focus on a solution to America’s
dependence on foreign oil This focus included conservation of energy and researching
alternative energy sources. Automobile manufacturers responded by making more fuel-efficient
cars and by the 1990s, Congress authorized the creation of a pipeline from Alaska to increase
the flow of domestic oil.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Camp David Accords—The Accords were a solution to a long-time conflict in the Middle
East. The country of Israel was created following World War II as a homeland for the Jewish
people. The United States has been an ally of Israel since the beginning. President Jimmy
Carter held a 13-day summit at Camp David, the private retreat for U.S. Presidents. He invited
Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat, the first Arab leader to visit Israel since its formation, and
Israeli President Menachem Begin to meet to discuss relations between these two
countries. The result of this summit was an Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty that gave Israel access
to the Suez Canal and an ally in the region in exchange for Israel giving back territory it had
taken from Egypt in 1967.

President:

Foreign

12

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1970 to 1990
Iran Contra Affair—The Iran Contra Affair occurred during Ronald Reagan’s
presidency. President Reagan and his administration supported the Contras, an anti-communist
group in Nicaragua that battled the Sandinistas, who were supported by the communist
government in Cuba. By limiting the funds available for such operations, Congress had made
support of the Contras almost impossible. At the same time, Reagan supported selling weapons
to Iran in return for the release of American hostages being held by Iranian terrorists in
Lebanon. Reagan had made a campaign promise to not negotiate with terrorists; however, he
felt compelled to protect Americans. Not all of the money that resulted from these arms sales
made its way to the U.S. government. It was later discovered that approximately 18 million
dollars of this money was diverted to support the Contras in Nicaragua.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Marines in Lebanon—The country of Lebanon was experiencing conflict between Christian and
Muslim forces in the country. Both sides were supported by other countries in the region. In
1982, Israel invaded Lebanon hoping to defeat the Palestinian Liberation Organization which
claimed that the land of Israel was theirs. The U.S. marines stationed in Beirut were part of a
United Nations peacekeeping mission following the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon in exchange
for Israel’s departure from the country. The Americans and their allies were viewed by some of
the groups as being sympathetic to the Christian side of the conflict. In 1983, two truck bombs
struck the Marine barracks in Lebanon, resulting in the deaths of 241 American servicemen. This
was the largest number of Marines lost in battle since the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Peace
Through Strength—This doctrine was based on the belief that the presence of a strong military
power would help preserve peace. In the 1980s it became the policy used to combat the Soviet
Union, with the goal of bringing an end to the arms race, and there by an end to the Cold War. By
advocating this policy, the United States maintained they possessed the military arms and the will
to stop hostile aggression. As a result, military spending increased with the development of the
Strategic Defense Initiative also known as Star Wars. This initiative used lasers to shoot down
missiles and prevent a nuclear attack. The arms race between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.
eventually led to a collapse of the Soviet economy in the late 1980s.

President:

Foreign

13

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1970 to 1990
Iran Hostage Crisis—This event occurred during President Jimmy Carter’s administration. In
1979, the Shah (leader) of Iran was overthrown by the Ayatollah Khomeini, a Muslim religious
leader. When the United States allowed the Shah to come to the U.S. for medical treatment, it
caused tensions to develop between the two countries. A group of armed men seized the U.S.
Embassy and held 52 Americans hostage. President Carter ordered a rescue mission which
failed when a sandstorm caused three helicopters to crash. The American hostages were finally
released on January 20, 1981, the day President Reagan was sworn into office, 444 days after
they had been captured.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Eagle Forum—Phyllis Schlafly, an attorney born in 1924, was an outspoken opponent of what
she considered the radical feminist movement. She actively campaigned against the Equal
Rights Amendment and founded her own pro-family movement. In 1964 she published a
book, A Choice not an Echo, that detailed how the Republicans could win the presidency by
staying true to conservative causes. Some reviewers have said that the book was an attempt to
justify a Goldwater candidacy. In 1972 she founded the Eagle Forum and became a national
leader in the conservative movement. This forum encouraged groups of citizens to volunteer in
the policymaking process. In 1990, she founded the Republican National Coalition for Life with
the idea of advocating for a pro-life plank in the Republican platform.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Heritage Foundation—The Heritage Foundation is a conservative public policy research
organization also known as a think tank that developed in the 1980s to pursue policies that would
further the agenda of conservative groups. They supported the values and ideas that motivated
our Founding Fathers such as individual liberty, traditional values, limited government, and free
enterprise.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Moral Majority—The Moral Majority was a conservative Christian organization founded in 1979
by Jerry Falwell, a Baptist minister in Virginia. The goal of this organization was to lobby and
support government officials who would advocate on behalf of a traditional vision of family
life. They urged censorship of media that promoted an “anti-family” agenda and strongly
opposed abortions, even to save a woman’s life. They were successful in mobilizing their
members to communicate with elected officials at all levels. At one point they claimed over 4
million members and 2 million donors. Financial difficulties eventually led to them being
absorbed by the Liberty Federation in 1985.
President:

Foreign
14

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1970 to 1990
Watergate Pardon—Gerald Ford was the first person to be appointed to the office of Vice
President under the 25th Amendment. The Amendment provides that if a vacancy should occur
in the office of Vice President, the President will appoint a new vice president subject to the
approval of Congress. When Spiro Agnew resigned, President Nixon appointed Gerald Ford as
Vice President. Less than a year later, President Nixon resigned as a result of the Watergate
scandal and Gerald Ford became President. A month after the resignation, President Ford
issued an unconditional pardon for Richard Nixon for any crimes that he may have
committed. He explained that he felt the pardon was in the best interest of the country.
Disagreement over the pardon, along with President Ford’s handling of a sluggish economy led
to his defeat in 1976 to Jimmy Carter.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Environmental Protection Agency—The environment became a critical concern of the U.S.
government following the release of Silent Spring, a book published by Rachel Carson, a marine
biologist. In this book she expressed concern about the pesticides being used in the United
States and their possible link to cancer. President Nixon created the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in 1970. As the largest independent regulatory agency, the EPA is responsible for
administering all of the environmental legislation concerning air, land, and water quality.

President:

Foreign

Domestic

Endangered Species Act—This act, created in 1973, requires the federal government to protect
species that are listed as endangered. The act is a result of the concerns linked to population
growth and modernization and their effect on the environment. It protects both animals and
plants that are considered to be at risk of extinction. The 1970s saw an increase in the concern
about our environment.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Community Reinvestment Act of 1977—The Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 was an act
passed by Congress that required lending institutions to meet the credit needs of their
community, including areas with moderate to low-income neighborhoods. Federal agencies were
required to supervise these institutions to make sure they were adhering to the demands of the
law.
President:

Foreign

15

Domestic
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Foreign
Events

Domestic
Events

Richard Nixon
1969-1974

Gerald Ford
1974-1977

Jimmy Carter
1977-1981

Ronald Reagan
1981-1989

Once you have them in the proper place on the chart, put both the domestic and foreign events for each president
in chronological order by numbering them. The first event would be number 1. Refer back to the reading for clues
to help you with order.

After reading about key events, complete the presidential timeline below by placing the name of the domestic
events on the top part of the chart and the foreign events on the bottom row.

Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1990 to the Present
To analyze the next twenty years in the Contemporary America era, we will look at the
administrations of the four presidents who served during this time—George H.W. Bush (19891993), Bill Clinton (1993-2001), George W. Bush (2001-2009) and Barack Obama (2009-2017).
As you read about the events that follow, highlight key ideas that help you
determine which president was responsible for each event and whether the event
dealt with domestic or foreign policies. Also since the events are not in
chronological order, look for clues to help you sequence the events correctly when
you finish. Complete the box after each event using your highlighted information.

Republican Contract with America—This was a pledge by the Republican Party during the
1994 midterm elections. Following four decades of Democratic control in the House of
Representatives, the pledge was aimed at restoring accountability to the Congress. It included
such things as making Congress more transparent by opening committee meetings, limiting the
terms of committee chairmen, and streamlining the budget process. They had an ambitious
legislative goal of addressing legislative reforms within the first 100 days. They planned to focus
on a balanced budget amendment, anti-crime programs, programs to address teen pregnancy,
income tax reform, and congressional term limits.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

National Rifle Association—The NRA was founded in 1871 by General George Wingate and
Colonel William C. Church as an association to help increase the skill of troops following the Civil
War. It would later go on to form rifle clubs at colleges and universities to promote the sport of
shooting as well as developing educational and safety materials. It created and maintained
shooting ranges around the country. In 1990, it created the NRA Foundation dedicated to
protecting the 2nd Amendment‘s constitutional right to bear arms. Today the NRA is a major
political force as they seek to support firearms-related activities. However, even though they
have recently declared bankruptcy to protect the gun lobby’s existence, they remain dedicated to
protecting the 2nd Amendment.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

End of the Cold War—The Cold War began to draw to a close in the late 1980s as Mikhail
Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet Union. The economic hardships of this time were being
fueled by the continual increase in military spending in response to the U.S. increasing its military
arsenal. Gorbachev withdrew the Soviet military forces from the Eastern European countries they
had occupied since World War II. Without the Soviet presence, the communist regimes in many
of these countries began to collapse as revolutions erupted against Soviet rule. The most
notable symbol of the end of the Cold War was the demolition of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
President:

Foreign
17

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1990 to the Present
Persian Gulf War—The Persian Gulf War followed the invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein’s
Iraqi forces in 1990. The United Nations started an embargo against Iraq following the
invasion. All relief except for humanitarian aid was prohibited. When this proved ineffective, the
United Nations Security Council authorized the use of force. The allied forces began what
became known as Operation Desert Storm in January 1991. While many had anticipated a long
fight, the entire conflict lasted approximately five weeks before Hussein withdrew his forces from
Kuwait. The coalition of nations from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East were successful in
driving Iraq out of Kuwait.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Balkans Crisis—The origin of this crisis began at the end of World War I. After the war, a new
country known as Yugoslavia was created. This new country brought together many different
cultures and religions. Following the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, conflict erupted
among the ethnic groups in this region that had been held in check under communist rule. The
Serbians living in Bosnia began a campaign to rid the area of Muslims who had settled in the
area. The international peacekeeping mission during President Clinton’s administration occurred
as a result of an accusation of ethnic cleansing against the Serbians.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

9/11—The morning of September 11, 2001, the United States was attacked by terrorists. Using
commercial airplanes as weapons, the terrorists attacked four targets. Two planes struck the
twin towers in New York City causing their collapse, one plane struck the Pentagon, and the
fourth plane never reached its destination due to the bravery of the passengers on board. These
passengers fought with the terrorists and caused the plane to crash in a Pennsylvania
field. Almost 3,000 people lost their lives as a result of the 9/11 attacks.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Invasion of Iraq—In 2003, the United States invaded Iraq believing that the Iraqi dictator,
Saddam Hussein, was hiding weapons of mass destruction. These included chemical and
biological weapons as well as plans to use them against his own people who opposed him, and
against the United States and its allies. After the invasion, Hussein was easily defeated,
captured, and tried by the new Iraqi government. In 2006, he was executed for crimes against
humanity.
President:

Foreign

18

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1990 to the Present
Global War on Terror—This phrase was first used by George W. Bush when he stated in his
address to Congress on September 20, 2001, “Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it
does not end there. It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found,
stopped, and defeated.” Today it has come to mean the global military and political fight against
organizations that have been labeled as “terrorist.” The authority for this “war” was given to the
President by a joint resolution of Congress. It is known as the “Authorization for Use of Military
Force.” Section 2 of this act reads, “That the President is authorized to use all necessary and
appropriate force against those nations, organizations, or persons he determines planned,
authorized, committed, or aided the terrorist attacks that occurred on September 11, 2001, or
harbored such organizations or persons, in order to prevent any future acts of international
terrorism against the United States by such nations, organizations or persons.” Committed to
finding Osama bin Laden and his organization al-Qaeda, the U.S. invaded Afghanistan when the
leaders of the Taliban refused to help the U.S. find Osama bin Laden.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

2008 election—Barack Obama, born in 1961, was elected the 44th President of the United
States in 2008. This election marked the first time in U.S. History that an African American has
been elected to this high office. President Obama attended Columbia University and received his
law degree from Harvard University. He served as a civil rights attorney, community organizer,
constitutional law professor, member of the Illinois House of Representatives, and a United
States Senator from Illinois prior to his election as President.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

USA PATRIOT Act—In 2001 Congress passed the USA PATRIOT Act following the attacks on
the United States on September 11, 2001. The title of the act actually stands for Uniting and
Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct
Terrorism. This act gave law enforcement greater latitude to search telephone communication,
email communication, and other records with the purpose being to prevent another terrorist
attack.

President:

Foreign

19

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1990 to the Present
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009—The financial problems the United States
experienced in 2008 have become known as the Great Recession of 2008. During the Great
Depression of the 1930s, roughly 25% of the American population was unemployed; following the
collapse of the housing market in 2008, the U.S. saw a decline of 6.1% in employment. In
responding to the crisis, Congress passed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
which is also known as the stimulus package because of its goal of stimulating the
economy. The goal of this legislation was to create new jobs, save existing jobs, and spur
economic activity and investing. To reach these goals, the act provided for tax cuts and billions of
dollars available for federal contracts, grants, and loans.

President:

Foreign

Domestic

Continued Tension in the Middle East—In early 2007, the U.S. began withdrawing troops from
Iraq; however, unrest continued throughout the area. In 2011, U.S. special forces found Osama
bin Laden hiding in Pakistan. He was killed during the raid on his compound. Later in the spring
of 2011, local leaders in Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya staged anti-government protests as they rose
up in opposition to their dictator governments. The unrest, known as the Arab Spring, spread,
causing Arab governments to stage crackdowns on their own people. The most serious resulted
in a civil war in Syria, which has resulted in over 5.6 million refugees and the displacement of
another 6.1 million people.

President:

Foreign

Domestic

Election of 2000—Republican nominee George W. Bush ran against Democratic nominee Al
Gore in the presidential election of 2000. Recounts of votes in Florida left the state’s electoral
votes in dispute. It would take a U.S. Supreme court decision in Bush v. Gore to finally settle the
dispute over the recount. President Bush was elected with a majority of the electoral votes but
not a majority of the popular vote. President Bush was elected to a second term in office in
2004. In addition to the foreign policy initiatives of his presidency, he was instrumental in passing
the No Child Left Behind Act to reform education in this country, as well as a Medicare
prescription drug program to benefit our nation’s elderly.
President:

Foreign

20

Domestic
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Analyzing the Domestic and Foreign Policy Events from 1990 to the Present
Hurricane Katrina—Hurricane Katrina was a Category 3 hurricane that hit the Gulf Coast of the
United States in August of 2005. Over 1800 lives were lost as a result. Mississippi and Alabama
suffered extreme devastation where storm surges caused water to extend from six to twelve
miles inland in some places. The City of New Orleans was devastated when the levee systems
failed. The levees were built to control the flood waters and prevent the Mississippi River from
inundating the city. The storm surge that hit the coast produced more water than the levees
could withstand. Breaks in the levees flooded many areas of the city, some of which are still not
rebuilt. Over one million people were displaced as a result of this storm, forcing them to seek
refuge in neighboring states.
President:

Foreign

Domestic

Presidential Impeachment of 1998—During Bill Clinton’s second term in office, impeachment
proceedings were brought against him as a result of a relationship with a White House
intern. One of the charges was that he committed perjury before a grand jury. He was acquitted
of all charges by vote of the U.S. Senate and successfully completed his second term as
President. This was not the first time that impeachment proceedings against a president
occurred. Andrew Johnson was impeached in 1868, and impeachment proceedings against
Richard Nixon were under way in 1974 when he resigned the presidency. Scandals involving
presidents diminish people’s trust in government. President Clinton’s impeachment also caused
much debate regarding how the Constitution should be interpreted when it says that a President
can be impeached for “high crimes and misdemeanors.”

President:

Foreign
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Foreign
Events

Domestic
Events

George H.W. Bush
1989-1993

Bill Clinton
1993-2001

George W. Bush
2001-2009

Barack Obama
2009-2017

Once you have them in the proper place on the chart, put both the domestic and foreign events for each president
in chronological order by numbering them. The first event would be number 1. Refer back to the reading for clues
to help you with order.

After reading about key events, complete the presidential timeline below by placing the name of the domestic
events on the top part of the chart and the foreign events on the bottom row.

Analyzing the Effects

1970s to 1990s
After analyzing the events from the 1970s to the 1990s, select the two domestic
events and two foreign events you believe had the most significant long-term effect
on the United States. Identify them and explain the effect of each.

Domestic:
1.
2.
Foreign:
1.
2.

1990s to the Present
After analyzing the events from the 1990s to the present, select the two domestic
events and two foreign events you believe had the most significant long-term effect
on the United States. Identify them and explain the effect of each.

Domestic:
1.
2.
Foreign:
1.
2.
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Checking Your Understanding
Take this quick check on your understanding of domestic and foreign events in the
Contemporary America era. Using the terms below, select the one that best
completes the statement and write it under each question.
1. This conflict resulted when Kuwait was invaded by Iraq.
2. This conflict resulted from the fall of communism when ethnic rivals were no longer controlled by
the government.
3. I resigned from the office of President following a scandal known as Watergate.
4. My policy of “peace through strength” led to the largest peacetime military in U.S. history.
5. I was President when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait.
6. This act insured that people of all income levels would have access to credit and that lending
institutions in all areas would comply with the law.
7. This act was passed in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.
8. This was designed to protect the quality of air, water, and land so that Americans would not
become ill due to pollution.
9. I was impeached for committing perjury before a grand jury.
10. My election is a historic election because it was the first time an African American was elected
to the office of President of the United States.
11. This event as a result of President Carter allowing the Shah to seek medical treatment in the
United States.
12. I encouraged Congress to declare war on terror following the attacks of September 11, 2001.
13. I became Vice President of the United States using a provision of the 25th amendment.
14. This conservative group urged censorship of media outlets that failed to promote family values.
15. I won the Nobel Peace Prize for my commitment to furthering human rights in all parts of the
world.
9/11/2001
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act
Balkans Crisis
Camp David Accords
Community Reinvestment Act
Endangered Species Act
End of Cold War
Energy Crisis
Environmental Protection Agency
Global War on Terror

Heritage Foundation
Hurricane Katrina
Iran Contra Affair
Iran Hostage Crisis
Marines in Lebanon
Moral Majority
Persian Gulf War
National Rifle Association
Phyllis Schlafly
Republican Contract with
America
24

USA PATRIOT Act
George H.W. Bush (41)
George W. Bush (43)
Jimmy Carter
Bill Clinton
Gerald Ford
Richard Nixon
Barack Obama
Ronald Reagan
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Chronological Reasoning
It is important to not only understand the key events of Contemporary America, but to also see
how and why events occurred and what connections they have to each other.
Look at the pairs of events below and explain the connection between the two. See
the example to see the detailed connection.
Example

OPEC

With OPEC member nations controlling
the production and price of oil, the U.S.,
as one of the world’s largest consumers
of oil and its by-products, was hit with
higher prices and shortages, which led
to the energy crisis.

Rise of Tension
in Middle East

Energy Crisis

Persian Gulf War

Impeachment of
Bill Clinton

Watergate
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Chronological Reasoning
It is important to not only understand the key events of Contemporary America, but to also see
how and why events occurred and what connections they have to each other.
Look at the pairs of events below and explain the connection between the two. See
the example to see the detailed connection.

Hurricane
Katrina

Great Recession
of 2008

9-11

Capture of
Osama bin
Laden
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Analyzing Societal Issues in Contemporary America
Three societal issues from this era [immigration, education, and health care] continue to be
a source of disagreement on the best way to address the problems caused by each.
Study the statements at the end of each continuum below. Decide how you feel
about each. Put an “X” on the line that best represents your opinion.
Underneath write an explanation of your position on each issue.

Immigration
Immigration reform
should include a path for
citizenship for
immigrants who are
working and paying
taxes even though they
may have entered
illegally.

Immigrants who have
entered the U.S. illegally
should be rounded up and
deported no matter how
long they have lived in the
U.S.

Health Care
Affordable universal
health care should be
considered a right
guaranteed every
American citizen.

Government sponsored
universal health care will
result in higher taxes and
a lower quality of care for
everyone.

Education
The state, not the federal
government, should decide
the appropriate educational
opportunities for students
living within their state.

It is the responsibility of
the federal government to
ensure all students are
provided quality
educational opportunities.
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On Your Own
Immigration

Healthcare

Education

Select an issue that you feel is a serious threat to America or use one of the issues above. After identifying the issue, create an editorial cartoon that reflects
your position on the issue OR write a newspaper editorial expressing your opinion
on the issue.
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