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Contemporary Texas

‘ Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about Contemporary Texas.

Vocabulary

Definition Draw It Out!
Term

aeronautics/ an industry that deals with travel in and
aerospace above the Earth's atmosphere and with the
production of vehicles used in such travel

*Boom-and-bust | A series of events in which a rapid increase
cycle in business activity in the economy is
followed by a rapid decrease in business
activity, and this process is repeated again
and again

Deplete to use most or all of (something important)

Downturn a situation in which something (such as
business or economic activity) decreases
or becomes worse

to gather or collect (something) for use

* Indicates a term that has been used in a previous unit.
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Contemporary Texas

‘ Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about Contemporary Texas.

Vocabulary

Definition Draw It Out!
Term

Incumbent a person who holds a particular office or
position

*Overproduction | the act of producing more of something
than is needed or wanted

Renewable able to be replaced by nature

*Urbanization Process by which towns and cities are
formed and become larger as more and
more people begin living and working in a
central area

* Indicates a term that has been used in a previous unit.
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Contemporary Texas Introduction

Today, Texas is more than cowboys, oil, and cotton. It is home to Houston, the fourth largest city
in the United States. Texas continues to experience economic growth as new industries
contribute to the economy. People continue to migrate to Texas at a steady rate for jobs and low
cost of living. Texas is a diverse state, rich in cultural heritage and resources. While Texas still
faces challenges to meet the needs of all its people, it continues to grow economically, socially,
and politically.

kP Texas INSTRUMENTS  TI-83 Plus.

 vAzlsingy i ;
#=1.7017 - [v=2.9658

The collage above shows pictures of notable contemporary Texans and notable
landmarks and industries associated with Texas. If you were to make a collage of
Contemporary Texas, are there other people, landmarks and industries that you
would include? List them in the box below.
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Political, Economic, Social

When examining history, you will sometimes be asked to identify or
categorize events as political, economic, or social. Below are some hints of
what you might look for.

POLITICAL - Things that relate to the government

™ Types of governments
- ¢ Rules for government (constitutions)
¢ Voting
e Wars
¢ Nations declaring independence
e Court decisions
¢ Relationships with other nations

Economic -Things that are about money and resources

e Gold and Silver

e Paper money (Currency)
e Taxes and Tariffs S
e Property
e Imports and Exports (Trade) BANK
e Technology .r-n]
==
(5) o Transportation I A
Social - Things that are about people
e Groups of people living in an area or affected in some way £
. ol *
& ¢ Education systems » L

Religion

Language S R & W
" S A

Culture (includes clothing, food)

NOTE: Sometimes events can be in multiple categories. One example is trade with
other nations. It’s political (relationships with other nations) but it’s also economic (trade). If
choosing only one category, think about which one BEST describes the event. Be sure to be
able to explain why you think it’s the best fit!
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Looking at Contemporary (or Modern) Texas History Economically

‘ As you read about the banking and real estate industry, highlight or circle examples
of “boom cycles ” in Texas and choose a different color to highlight or place a box
around examples of “bust cycles”.

Economic -Things that are about money and resources

Gold and Silver

Paper money (Currency)
Taxes and Tariffs

Property

Imports and Exports (Trade)
Debt

Technology

Transportation

Banking & Real Estate Industry

The banking industry in Texas has experienced several boom and bust cycles. Boom and bust
cycles occur when industries do well for a period of time and then experience a large decline in
business. These cycles repeat themselves multiple times. One of the most famous is the Great
Depression of the 1930s when the banking industry collapsed completely. However, the amount
of industry and jobs created as a result of World War Il, the banking industry began to turn
around. Another bust came in the late 1980s. Seven of the ten largest banks in Texas failed
between 1987 and 1990. When the banking industry fails, it generally affects the real estate
industry because they are closely connected. Bankers made bad loans to builders who built too
many new buildings when businesses did not need them. This is an example of overproduction,
which caused many builders and banks to lose money in large cities like Houston. The year 2008
brought about another downturn in the banking cycle. The country lost more than $14 trillion
dollars. During this time, the housing market suffered. Bankers had made home loans to people
who could not afford them. People who lost their jobs and could no longer afford their house
payments lost their homes. It also affected the retail market because people did not have money
to spend on extra things they didn’t need. They could barely afford their needs. Since then,
getting a loan has become more difficult. Laws for issuing loans are more strict. As more
corporations move into Texas, the housing market continues to boom. Housing prices have
increased in the mid 2010s because demand has increased with people moving in from other
areas.

- Add the information you discovered to the graphic organizer on the next page.
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Boom and Bust Cycles in Modern Texas History

Boom Bust
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Computer Technology

# As you read about the impact of computer technology in Texas, highlight or circle
the cities where major advancements have taken place. HINT: There are 4!

Texas is a leader in computer technology because of companies like Texas Instruments (Tl),
Electronic Data Systems (EDS), and Dell Computers. In 1954, Dallas-based Texas Instruments
made the first radio that used transistors. This improvement in technology made it possible to
send electronic signals much faster than older vacuum tube technology. Later, Jack Kilby of
Texas Instruments invented the integrated silicon circuit, the computer chip that is the foundation
of modern computers. This was the beginning of smaller, faster computers. In 1961, Texas
Instruments produced a new integrated circuit that was used to put astronauts on the moon. EDS
(Electronic Data Systems), founded by H. Ross Perot in 1961 in Plano, provided data processing
systems and services for large companies. They also developed the first ATMs, Automated
Teller Machines. Dell Computers, founded by Texas’s own, Michael Dell in Austin, was a huge
success. Austin became a very popular place for technology and many computer companies
began to move to the Austin area. With the exception of the “Dot.com Crash” in the early 2000s,
computer technology continues to be a leading industry in Texas.

- Label those four cities on the outline map below.
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Michael Saul Dell

Michael Saul Dell is an American business magnate and the founder and chief executive officer of
Dell, Inc. He is one of the richest people in the world, with a net worth of $13.5 billion in 2010.
While a pre-med student at the University of Texas at Austin, Dell started an informal business
upgrading computers in room 2713 of the Dobie Center residential building. In 1992 at the age of
27, Dell became the youngest CEO to have his company ranked in Fortune magazine’s list of the
top 500 corporations. In 1999, Michael and Susan Dell established the Michael and Susan Dell
Foundation which focuses on children’s causes. He has previously served on the President’s
Council of Advisors on Science and Technology.

How has Michael Dell used his economic success to make the world a better
place?
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Texas Energy Production-Fracking in Texas

Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, plays a major role in the production of oil and natural gas in
Texas today. Although it was first used in the 1950s, commercial businesses began to use
fracking in the 1980s to provide inexpensive oil and gas in Texas. The fracking process removes
trapped oil and natural gas from rocks called shale deep beneath the ground. Fracking creates
cracks in the shale by using high pressure to force liquid into the ground. The trapped oil and gas
travel to the surface through the cracks. Three main areas produce most of the natural gas in
Texas: Eagle Ford Shale in South and East Texas, the Barnett Shale in Northeast Texas, and the

Permian Basin in West Texas.

# How is fracking related to the oil and gas industry?

As you read the next two paragraphs about fracking, circle the positive effects of
fracking and place a box around the negative effects of fracking.

Fracking provides many economic benefits to Texas and the nation. Fracking contributes billions
of dollars and thousands of jobs to the Texas economy. Energy prices remain low. Texas
continues to lead the nation in oil and gas production. As a result, the United States is a top
energy provider worldwide. The United States does not have to rely just on oil and gas produced
in other nations.

However, despite its benefits, people are concerned about fracking for several reasons. It takes
from two to eight million gallons of water for each well. Underground aquifers are the main source
of water used in fracking. Approximately sixty percent of the water used in Texas comes from
those aquifers. In West Texas, water is in short supply. Fracking companies want to tap into the
aquifers, which concerns ranchers, farmers, and environmentalists. Some people also believe
that fracking is responsible for the recent increase in Texas earthquakes. In areas where oil and
natural gas drilling take place, road damage from the heavy trucks, traffic and noise levels, and
public safety have increased.

b What do you think? Are the benefits of fracking worth the possible
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Alternative Energy Production

Texas is a major producer in alternative energies. Alternative energies use renewable energy
sources that do not deplete natural resources or harm the environment. The largest industry is
wind energy. In 2013, almost ten percent of all energy used in Texas came from wind
energy. Wind turbines powered more than three million homes that year. Texas also harvests
solar power. The landmass of Texas and exposure to sun allow Texas to produce the highest
amounts of solar energy in the nation. However, this form of energy is very expensive to harvest
so it is not utilized as much as other energies.

Label the two pictures below with the type of alternative energy sources Texas
harvests.

Texas Highway System

- As you read about the Texas Highway System below, highlight or circle the positive

impacts and choose a different color to highlight or place a box around the negative
impacts. Add the information you discovered to the graphic organizer below.

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 was signed into law by President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
who was born in Denison, Texas. This act established the National Highway System and led to
Texas’s interstate highway system. In 1962, a section of Interstate 45 in Houston was the first
part of the highway system completed in Texas. The new highway system had a positive impact
on the economy because it enabled faster transportation for business and leisure. New
businesses like gas stations, hotels, restaurants, and tourist attractions developed to serve
travelers’ needs. One negative impact of the improved highway system was that the railroads lost
passenger and transportation revenue as more people chose to travel by car rather than
train. More cars on the road has increased pollution, accidents, and people moving to suburbs
and commuting to work. Today, privately owned toll roads have alleviated some of the traffic
congestion in major cities and provided an alternate route to the public highways.

Positives Negatives

© State Bar of Texas
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Science and Technology

The aeronautics industry made its way to Houston in 1958. After World War Il, the country was
focused on providing a solid air-defense system. Texas was a perfect place for the National
Aeronautic and Space Administration (NASA) because of its open areas and mild climate. The
federal government gave millions of dollars to develop new technologies and compete with the
Soviet Union in what became known as the Space Race. NASA sent many rockets to the moon,
as well as shuttles and satellites into orbit around the Earth from its Houston headquarters.
Lockheed Martin and Bell Helicopter, both of which produce top-of-the-line defense aircraft for the
U.S. government, are also part of the aerospace industry in Texas.

- What do the letters in NASA stand for?

Ronnie Walter “Walt” Cunningham
(1932-)

Ronnie Walter "Walt" Cunningham was born March 16, 1932. He is a
retired American astronaut. After serving in the military, NASA named
him to the third group of astronauts. He served in the astronaut
program until 1971. In 1968, he was a crew member of the first
manned Apollo mission, known as Apollo 7. On the 11-day Apollo
mission, Cunningham performed a myriad of duties. He is the author of
The All-American Boys which was published in 1977 and is about his
days as an astronaut. He is the recipient of several awards and has
been inducted into the International Space Hall of Fame.

- Think of ONE word that will help you remember Walt Cunningham and his
accomplishments. Place that word in the visual below.

© State Bar of Texas
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Urbanization

Following World War Il, many Texans did not return to farming. Technology provided new
methods and chemicals for cotton farming that utilized innovation rather than human labor to
complete the work. Texans moved to the cities hoping to find work in the new aerospace and oil
industries. By the 1980s, Texas was eighty percent urban.

Urban/Rural Population: Texas

30,000,000

Percent Rural
25,000,000

20,000,000
15,000,000
10,000,000

5,000,000

Total Urban

2000: 17.5%
2010: 15.3%

Umted States‘ U.5. Department of Commerce
e Ecanomics and Statistics Administration
U.5. CENSUS BUREAU

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://demographics.texas.gov/Resources/Presentations/
DDUC/2018/2018_05_23_RuralTexas.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=16196482903930008&usg=A0vVaw3FHjnoNQoQMQcoSIH8AZEf

# After reading the selection and studying the chart above, complete the graphic
organizer below including your prediction about the urbanization of Texas in the
future .

Urbanization of Texas

Urban Population % Rural Population %

1980’s

2000

2010

# After analyzing the trends of urbanization in Texas, | predict. ..

HINT: (more or less) people will move from (rural or urban) locations to (rural or
urban locations.
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Looking at Contemporary (or Modern) Texas History Socially

Social - Things that are about people

= Groups of people living in an area or affected in some way
& « Education systems
_« Religion
~ » Language
« Culture (includes clothing, food)

- Read the following paragraphs of significant individuals that have influenced Texas
culture. In the speech bubble complete the sentence | have influenced Texas culture

by....
J. Frank Dobie

J. Frank Dobie was a folklorist and writer born on a
ranch in Live Oak County. He became the first
Texas-based writer to gain national attention.
Several of  his books became best
sellers, including Tales of Old-Time Texas,
Coronado's Children, and The Longhorns. In these :

books, Dobie was able to capture the essence of the Southwest which was quickly ==
disappearing as the United States became more urbanized and industrial. President Lyndon B.
Johnson awarded him the nation's highest civil award, the Medal of Freedom, on September 14,
1964. Dobie was also known for his friendship with fellow authors Walter Prescott Webb and Roy
Bedichek. The three have schools in Austin named in their honor.

| have influenced Texas
culture by....

Horton Foote

| have influenced Texas Horton Foote was born in 1916 and soon

culture by.... became a highly successful playwright and

screenwriter. He was known for a writing style

that captured the true essence of the characters in

the work. He wrote the screenplay for such classic

pieces as To Kill a Mockingbird, The Trip To Bountiful, and Tender

Mercies. Foote was awarded an Academy Award for the screenplays of both To Kill a Mockingbird

and Tender Mercies. He won a Pulitzer Prize for The Young Man from Atlanta as well as the

National Medal of Arts conferred by President Bill Clinton in 2000. When he died in March, 2009,
he left a varied and extensive legacy in the field of drama for future citizens to enjoy.

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org


https://www.needpix.com/photo/181073/eyes-surprise-wow-expression-open-emotion-shock-amazement-surprised

Scott Joplin
Scott Joplin was an African American composer and pianist
| have influenced Texas at the turn of the 20th century. He was born in the
culture by.... northeast part of Texas around 1867 and only lived to
be 49. Joplin's works include 44 ragtime pieces, one
ragtime ballet, and two operas. In 1976 Joplin was
posthumously awarded a Pulitzer Prize for Treemonisha, the
first grand opera by an African American. While he did not receive the acclaim while he was alive,
he is considered today the “King of Ragtime.”

Elizabet Ney
Elizabet Ney was born in Germany. She became known as one of the most-well

known sculptors and artists in Texas and the United

| have influenced Texas States. She came to Texas and settled at
culture by.... a plantation near Hempstead, Texas with her
husband. After a twenty year lapse in her career,

she began sculpting again. She was commissioned

sculpt Sam Houston and Stephen F. Austin for the

Chicago World's Fair. Her work can be seen in the Texas State Capitol in Austin, in
the National Capitol in Washington, DC., and in the Smithsonian Art Museum. Elizabeth Ney is
often thought to be a pioneer in Texas art. In addition to her sculpting, Ney took an active role in
artistic and civic activities in Austin before she died on June 29, 1907.

Amado Pena, Jr.
Amado Pefa, Jr. is recognized as an Artisan of the
Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona. He was born and | have influenced Texas
grew up in Laredo, Texas. He studied art and culture by....
education at Texas A & | University in Kingsville,
where he earned B.A. and M.A. degrees. He was a
teacher in his hometown of Laredo as well as in Crystal
City and Austin, Texas. Mr. Pefia has been a successful professional artist for more L
than 30 years. His focus on Hispanic and Native American figures has been described as
capturing the essence of the Southwest. Amado Pefia, Jr. continues to teach as an artist in
residence at El Paso Community College. Mr. Pefia is also an adjunct professor in the College of
Education at the University of Texas. Mr. Pefia maintains his studio gallery in Santa Fe, New
Mexico.

Walter Prescott Webb | have influenced Texas
Walter Prescott Webb was a renowned historian and culture by....
author who lived in Austin. He was born on a farm in
Panola County, Texas, on April 3, 1888. After
graduating from the University of Texas, he taught for a few years. In 1939, Webb
became director of the Texas State Historical Association. During his time as the
director, he began a project to compile an encyclopedia of Texas. This was published in 1952 as
the Handbook of Texas. He became famous for his books and seminars, especially those devoted
to the Great Plains and the Great Frontier.
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Looking at Contemporary (or Modern) Texas History Politically

POLITICAL - Things that relate to the government

M  * Types of govemments _ é— _
.« Rules for government (constitutions) I.,cr F-—ng-t Lt
« Voting L\
* Wars VOTE

r
« Nations declaring independence ﬁgﬂlﬁ

= Court decisions
« Relationships with other nations

- As you read about each of the following government leaders, underline or highlight
the following:

eWhat office did they hold?

eDid they also hold any federal offices?
eWhat challenges did they face?

eWhat were major accomplishments?

- After you finish reading and annotating, complete the graphic organizer on page 20.

Lyndon Baines Johnson

Lyndon Baines Johnson spent a majority of his life in public service and ended his
career as President of the United States. He was born near Stonewall, Texas, and
grew up in nearby Johnson City. A staunch Democrat, he served as member of
the U.S. House of Representative and in the U.S. Senate, where he became the
Majority Leader in 1955. He was elected Vice President in 1960 and assumed the
presidency in 1963 when President Kennedy was assassinated. As President, he
was able to get Congress to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, the Equal Opportunity Act, and funding for the space program.
However, he was not able to end the Vietham War in which he significantly escalated the U.S.
involvement. He was elected to his own term as president in 1964 but choose not to seek a
second term in 1968. He retired to his ranch near Johnson City in 1968 where he died in 1973.
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# As you read about each of the following government leaders, underline or highlight
the following:
eWhat office did they hold?
eDid they also hold any federal offices?
eWhat challenges did they face?
eWhat were major accomplishments?

George W. Bush, Another Texan in the White House
In 1994, George W. Bush, a managing partner of the Texas Rangers baseball
organization, ran for governor of Texas against the incumbent, Ann Richards. He
won and was re-elected to a second term. He didn’t complete the second term as he
resigned when he was elected President of the United States. George W. Bush was
elected U.S. President in November, 2000. In 2001 he faced one of the darkest
times in our nation’s history. This event affected and shaped much of his
presidency. On September 11th, a massive terror attack on our country killed
approximately 3,000 people. President Bush declared a “Global War on Terror.” When he signed
the Patriot Act, President Bush instituted the Department of Homeland Security and authorized
attacks on Afghanistan and Iraq. All of these events were in response to the September 11th

attack.

John Nance Garner
(“Cactus Jack”)

John Nance (Cactus Jack) Garner served as the thirty-second Vice President of the

United States during the first and second terms of Franklin D. Roosevelt. He earned

his nickname by sponsoring a bill that would have made the prickly pear cactus the

state flower of Texas. The bill failed, and the bluebonnet was selected instead.

Garner was elected in 1898 to the state legislature, where he served until 1902.

While in the legislature, the redistricting plan after the census created a new

Fifteenth Congressional District. At thirty-four, “Cactus Jack” was elected the U.S.
representative for District Fifteen. He entered the Fifty-Eighth Congress as a Democrat on
November 9, 1903 and eventually became Speaker of the House. He served continuously for
fifteen terms until March 4, 1933 when he became Vice-President. He died in 1967.

Henry B. Gonzalez

Henry B. Gonzalez was born in 1916 in San Antonio to Mexican immigrant parents.
He became one of the most influential Hispanic-Americans of the 20" century due to
his governmental service. In 1953, he became the first Hispanic American member
of the San Antonio city council. In 1956, Gonzalez became a member of the Texas
Senate. He unsuccessfully ran for governor in 1958, but his candidacy encouraged
more Hispanic-Americans to become involved in politics. In 1961 he became the
first Hispanic-Texan to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives where he chaired
the powerful Banking Committee from 1988 until 1999. As a Democrat, he continued to serve in
the U.S. Congress until he retired in 1999 after serving 38 years. He was awarded the John F.
Kennedy Profile in Courage Award in 1994 and died in San Antonio in 2000.
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# As you read about each of the following government leaders, underline or highlight
the following:
eWhat office did they hold?
eDid they also hold any federal offices?
eWhat challenges did they face?
eWhat were major accomplishments?

Raul A. Gonzalez, Jr.
Raul A. Gonzalez, Jr., was born to migrant farming parents and grew up in the Rio
Grande Valley. Raul graduated from the University of Houston Law School in
1966. His judicial career began in 1978 when Governor Dolph Briscoe appointed
him judge of the 103rd Judicial District. He was elected to a four-year term that
next November. Before he completed this term, Governor Bill Clements appointed
him to fill a vacancy as an Associate Justice on the Thirteenth Texas Court of
Appeals. He was subsequently elected to the same position in 1982. Before
Gonzalez' term on the Court of Appeals was complete, Governor Mark White
appointed him an Associate Justice of the Texas Supreme Court, the highest civil court in Texas.
He was later elected to the same position. Gonzalez was the first Hispanic member of the Texas
Supreme Court. He served in this position from 1984 until 1998 when he retired.

Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Born in 1943, Kay Bailey Hutchinson became the first woman to be elected to the
United States Senate from Texas in 1993. She was elected to serve out the last L= =S
two years of the term of Lloyd Bentsen who had resigned to become Secretary of \¢ -
the Treasury under President Bill Clinton. She was then elected as a Republican
to three, six-year terms on her own. She became one of the most powerful women
in the Senate. She did not run for re-election in 2012. In 2010, she challenged Rick
Perry for the Republican nomination for governor, but lost the nomination. Prior to
her national service, she was twice elected to the Texas House of
Representatives, and in 1990, she was elected Texas State Treasurer. She is a native of La
Marque, Texas.

Barbara Jordan

Barbara Jordan was born in Houston in 1936. In 1967, she became the first
African American elected to the Texas Senate and in 1973 the first African
American woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from a southern
state. After serving three terms, she retired and became a Professor of Public
Service in the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of
Texas in Austin. She earned national recognition during the Watergate hearings
in 1974, when the House Judiciary Committee was considering the impeachment
charges against President Richard Nixon. She was named Time Magazine's
Woman of the Year in 1975 for her eloquence and dignity during these hearings. She remained in
public service until her death on January 17, 1996.
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ﬁ As you read about each of the following government leaders, underline or highlight
the following:

eWhat office did they hold?

eDid they also hold any federal offices?
eWhat challenges did they face?

eWhat were major accomplishments?

Sam Rayburn
Sam Rayburn was born in Tennessee but grew up in Bonham, Texas. He was a
Texas legislator, a U.S. Congressman, and longtime Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives for 24 years. He entered the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1912 when Woodrow Wilson was President and died when
President John F. Kennedy was in office. As a leader, he was known for being
able to maneuver legislation through Congress. He earned respect from both
Democrats and Republicans for his abilities at effective compromise. Rayburn
supported President Woodrow Wilson and favored the progressive reform of anti
-trust legislation. As a senior member of the U.S. House, he chaired the
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee and promoted the New Deal legislation of Franklin
Roosevelt. He was re-elected 24 times as a Democrat from Texas and served until his death in
1961.

Raymond L. Telles

In 1957, when Raymond Telles was elected mayor of El Paso, he became the
first Hispanic mayor of a major city in the United States. He was re-elected in
1959 with little opposition. He also served in the US Air Force for 34 years
retiring as a Colonel. During his military career, he served as a military aide to
both President Truman and President Eisenhower. In 1961 he was
appointed U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica by President Kennedy. President
Nixon then appointed him to be the Chairman of the Equal Opportunities
Commission. Mr. Telles died in 1998 after a long life dedicated to public
service.
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# Use the information you highlighted on pages 16-19 to complete the chart below.

Political Leaders in Modern Texas History

Name

State office (s)
they held

Served in federal
government
(Y or N)

Biggest
Accomplishment
or Challenge

Lyndon B.
Johnson

George W. Bush

John Nance
Garner
(Cactus Jack)

Henry B.
Gonzales

Raul A. Gonzalez,
Jr.

Kay Bailey
Hutchison

Barbara Jordan

Sam Rayburn

Raymond L. Telles
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