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What do you think is happening in the picture above? 

List any people you recognize from the picture and what you already know 

about them. 
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Civil Rights and Conservatism 

Draw It Out!   The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this 
unit.  As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart  below, create a picture  or 
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read 
about Civil Rights and Conservatism.. 

Vocabulary 

Term 
Definition Draw It Out! 

Amendment  a change in the words or meaning of a law 
or document    

Civil rights  the rights that every person should have 
regardless of his or her sex, race, or 
religion  
 
 
 

  

Desegregation  to end a policy that keeps people of 
different races apart: to end a policy of 
segregation 

  

Domestic  relating to your own country  
 

Movement  a series of organized activities in which 
many people work together to do or 
achieve something 

 

Segregation  the practice or policy of keeping people of 
different races, religions, etc., separate 
from each other 
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After World War II ended, President Truman helped to bring attention and to the 

struggle for equality in America and begin this modern Civil Rights Movement.  He 

did this by creating an executive order.  An executive order is a rule or order made 

by the President of the United States.   

 

Read the excerpt of President Truman’s Executive Order above.    

 

 

1. What policy did Executive Order 9981 create? 

 

 

 

 

2. This Executive Order was directed at the military. Do you think it had any 

effect on people other than the military?  Why or why not?  

Executive Order 9981 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States, by the Constitution and the statutes of the United 
States, and as Commander in Chief of the armed services, it is hereby 
ordered s follows: 

1. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the President that there shall be 
equality of treatment and opportunity for all persons in the armed 
services without regard to race, color, religion or national origin. This 
policy shall be put into effect as rapidly as possible, having due regard 
to the time required to effectuate any necessary changes without 
impairing efficiency or morale. 

         Harry S. Truman 

       The White House 

              July 26, 1948        
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 Civil Rights  
 

Following World War II, citizens of color who fought bravely and contributed to the war effort 

returned home to unfair treatment.  President Truman’s desegregation of the armed forces 

helped create change.  The Mexican-American and African-American Civil Rights Movements 

picked up momentum as people fought for equal rights.  Several Civil Rights organizations 

worked tirelessly to ensure equality under the law and desegregation of U.S. society.  By the 

1980s, the Democratic party began to lose its influence as Republicans began to dominate the 

Texas political scene. 

 

Although the movement to realize equality and civil rights for all Americans began after the Civil 

War in the late 1800s and continues on today, for this module we will be focusing on 

approximately 50 years, beginning after the end of World War II.  The Civil Rights Movement is a 

complex topic.  In order to better understand it, let’s break it into five smaller pieces called the “5 

C’s of the Civil Rights Movement.”  These 5 C’s include: 

 

 

1. Congregations and Key Individuals - groups and important 

individuals whose actions impacted the civil right movement with 

positive or negative results 

 

 

2.  Court Cases  -  decisions by the Supreme Court to interpret the 

Constitution as it relates to civil rights  

 

 

3.  Congress - laws passed by Congress to improve civil rights 

 

4.  Constitution - amendments to the Constitution (U.S. or Texas) 
made to ensure equality under the law for everyone  

 

5.  Chief - the President’s role as Commander in Chief and Chief Executive 
in the Civil Rights Movement 
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Congregations and Key Individuals 

 

To understand the role and impact of many “Congregations and Key 

Individuals”  (groups and important individuals whose actions impacted the 

civil right movement with positive or negative results) on the Civil Rights 

Movement, complete the two steps below. 

 

As you read about people and groups that impacted the movement, use the following 

annotation marks as you read:  

Identify positive effects with a plus sign (+)  

Identify  negative effects with a a minus sign (-)  

 

Next, summarize each short reading by thinking about whether the group or individual had 

a more positive impact or a more negative impact on the Civil Rights Movement and use 

that information to create a summary statement.  To help you do this,  use one of the 

sentence stems under each paragraph.  If you think there were both positive and negative 

impacts, you may use both.  The explanation you provide should contain details from the 

reading.  

 

 

Texan Helps bring Racial Equality to the Nation 

 

James L. Farmer, Jr., from Marshall, Texas, was a founding member of the Congress of Racial 

Equality (CORE).  He and a group of University of Chicago students established CORE in 

1942.  The group wanted to stop discrimination, prejudice, and racism.  Their goal was to “bring 

about equality for all people regardless of race, creed, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, 

religion or ethnic background.”  Members of CORE were extremely active in the civil rights 

movement.  They used tactics inspired by Ghandi, including sit-ins, boycotts, and marches.  They 

also organized the Freedom Rides in 1961 to end segregation on public transportation.  Their 

efforts to end segregation and obtain equality had a significant influence on the nation’s fight for 

civil rights.   

The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) made a positive impact be-

cause…. 

 

 

 

OR 

The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) made a negative impact be-

cause….. 
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 James L. Farmer (1920-1999) 

 

 Born in Marshall, Texas, James Farmer became an important leader in the 

civil rights movement of the 20th century.  His frustration with segregation and 

his belief in the non-violent passive resistance ideas of Gandhi from India led 

him to found the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) with other students at 

the University of Chicago.  CORE became the first protest organization in the 

United States founded on the concept of civil disobedience and non-

violence.  Farmer was its director. To protest segregation on buses in the 

South, CORE organized the “Freedom Rides.”  These non-violent protests 

played a part in making people aware of segregation in interstate 

transportation. This practice was later struck down as unconstitutional by the Supreme 

Court.  Farmer passed away from complications of diabetes in 1999. 

Mexican-American Civil Rights Movement 
 

 The Mexican American Civil Rights Movement began with the creation of LULAC, the League of 

United Latin American Citizens, in 1929.  This group is the oldest national group established to 

address racial discrimination of Hispanics.  At the time, Mexican-American children attended 

segregated schools.  Mexican Americans were not allowed to learn English, which prevented 

them from voting.  They often could not afford to pay voting taxes.  Mexican Americans were 

also discriminated against in public places.  “Whites Only” signs applied to Mexican Americans 

and African Americans alike.  Formed in Corpus Christi, LULAC still has strong support in 

Texas.  The organization’s goals include addressing issues of segregation, discrimination, and 

political representation, as well as trying to solve issues related to poverty in the Mexican-

American community. 

James L. Farmer made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

James L. Farmer made a negative impact because….. 

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) made a positive impact 

because…. 

 

OR 

 

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) made a negative impact 

because….. 
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 American G.I. Forum 
 

 As Mexican-American soldiers returned home from World War II, they faced discrimination in 

getting medical services, burial services, education, and basic civil rights.  In 1948, Dr. Hector P. 

Garcia established the American G.I. Forum of Texas, to help all veterans gain access to 

services white Americans had.  The organization gained national attention following World War II 

when Felix Longoria, a Mexican-American soldier killed while serving in the war, was not allowed 

to be buried at a Texas cemetery because he was not white.  The news made it to Senator 

Lyndon B. Johnson, who made arrangements for Longoria to be buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery.  When news of this story made it around the country, more and more people joined 

the American G.I. Forum organization to help fight for equal rights. 

 

Hector P. Garcia (1914-1996) 
 

 Hector Garcia moved to Texas as a young man when his family fled unrest in 

Mexico. He attended the University of Texas and later earned his medical 

degree from the University of Texas Medical School in Galveston, Texas. He 

served in the Medical Corps during World War II where he was stationed in the 

European theater. The discrimination against Mexican Americans that he 

witnessed during the war led him to found the American GI Forum. The original 

focus of this organization was to increase veterans’ benefits for Mexican 

Americans, but later the Forum worked to improve  education, public housing, 

etc.   For his community service and activism, Mr. Garcia was awarded the 

American Medal of Freedom in 1984. He was the first Mexican American to 

receive this honor. 

America G.I. Forum made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

America G.I. Forum made a negative impact because….. 

Hector P. Garcia made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

 

Hector P. Garcia made a negative impact because….. 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia 

Papers, Special 

Collections & Archives, 

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi Bell Library 
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Mexican American Youth Work for Equal Rights 

 The Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO) was established by five young student 

activists in 1967 in San Antonio, Texas.  MAYO worked for equal rights for Mexican 

Americans.  The organization learned from strategies used by the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee.   They registered people to vote, but had a more difficult time getting 

people to actually vote.  They staged walkouts in high schools to protest poor education given to 

Mexican-American students.  They took over school board seats from all white school boards, 

which eventually gave them more influence over Mexican-American education.  The League of 

United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) thought MAYO was too militant.  Members of MAYO 

eventually merged with Raza Unida Party (RUP or Race United Party).  

 

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

The Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) was founded in San 

Antonio in 1968.  It is now the leading Latino legal civil rights organization.  MALDEF worked to 

increase Mexican-American voter registration in Texas.  As a result, Mexican-American voter 

registration increased significantly.  Mexican Americans were elected to local and state offices 

and appointed to national government positions.  Today, the organization continues to advocate 

for equality by providing educational opportunities and promoting involvement in politics and in 

the community.  

The group has also taken civil rights cases to the U.S. Supreme Court.  In 1982, Plyler v. Doe 

overturned a Texas law that allowed school districts to charge tuition for students of 

undocumented immigrant parents.  In 1989, MALDEF won the Edgewood ISD v. State of Texas 

case.   The Supreme Court declared Texas’s system for financing education 

unconstitutional.  The legislature established the “Robin Hood” funding system to distribute taxes 

more equally throughout the state, although differences still exist.  In 2006, the MALDEF 

organization successfully challenged the Texas Congressional redistricting plan.  New district 

lines were drawn as a result of the case, making for more fair elections. 

The Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO) made a positive impact 

because…. 

OR 

Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO) made a negative impact 

because….. 

The Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) made a 

positive impact because…. 

OR 

The Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) made a 

negative impact because….. 
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 Women Begin to Make Political Gains in Texas 
 

During the 1970s women made great strides politically.  In addition to the passage of the Texas 

Equal Rights Amendment, six women joined the state legislature in 1972.  One of those women, 

Kay Bailey Hutchison, later became a United States Senator.  In 1976, Irma Rangel became the 

first Hispanic woman elected to the state legislature.  Barbara Jordan gained national attention 

when, in 1974, she served on the House Judiciary Committee investigating charges of 

impeachment against President Nixon.  She also gave the keynote address to the 1976 

Democratic Party National Convention.  Ann Richards, a former school teacher, became the 

state’s second woman governor in 1990. 

 

Barbara Jordan (1936-1996) 
 

 Barbara Jordan was born in Houston in 1936. In 1967, she became the first 

African American elected to the Texas Senate and in 1973 the first African 

American woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from a 

southern state.  After serving three terms, she retired and  became a 

Professor of Public Service in the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs 

at the University of Texas in Austin. She earned national recognition during 

the Watergate hearings in 1974, when the House Judiciary Committee was 

considering the impeachment charges against President Richard Nixon. She 

was named Time Magazine's Woman of the Year in 1975 for her eloquence . 

Women like Irma Rangel and Ann Richards made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

 

Women like Irma Rangel and Ann Richards made a negative impact because….. 

Barbara Jordan made a positive impact because…. 

 

 

OR 

Barbara Jordan made a negative impact because….. 
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 Kay Bailey Hutchinson (1943- ) 
 

Born in 1943, Kay Bailey Hutchinson became the first woman to be elected to 

the United States Senate from Texas in 1993.  She was elected to serve out the 

last two years of the term of Lloyd Bentsen who had resigned to become 

Secretary of the Treasury under President Bill Clinton.   She was then elected as 

a Republican to three, six-year terms on her own.  She became one of the most 

powerful women in the Senate. She did not run for re-election in 2012. In 2010, 

she challenged Rick Perry for the Republican nomination for governor, but lost 

the nomination.   Prior to her national service, she was twice elected to the 

Texas House of Representatives, and  in 1990, she was elected Texas State Treasurer.  She is 

a native of La Marque, Texas. 

Oveta Culp Hobby (1905-1995) 
 

Oveta Culp Hobby was the first Secretary of the Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare, the first commanding officer of the Women’s Army 

Corps (WAC), and the first  female chairman of the board of the Houston 

Post. She was born in Killeen, Texas. She received her law degree from the 

University of Texas and later moved to Houston where she became an 

assistant city attorney.  After she married William Hobby, a former Governor 

of Texas and the publisher of the Houston Post, she became executive vice-

president of the paper. When her husband died in 1964, she became the 

publisher of the paper.  In 1983 Texas Business magazine listed her as the 

only woman among "the 20 most powerful Texans.” She died on August 16, 1995 in Houston. 

Kay Bailey Hutchinson made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

Kay Bailey Hutchinson made a negative impact because….. 

Oveta Culp Hobby made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

 

Oveta Culp Hobby made a negative impact because….. 
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 Jane McCallum (1877-1957) 
 

Jane McCallum was a leader for the women’s suffrage movement in Texas. In 

1915, she joined the state organization attempting to achieve the right to vote for 

women.  Within a year, she was elected president of the organization.  Through 

the years, she organized rallies, wrote newspaper columns, made speeches, 

and distributed literature for the movement. She then organized the “Petticoat 

Lobby,” which was dedicated to the passage of laws protecting women and 

children. She supported Dan Moody for governor.  When he was elected, he 

appointed her to be Secretary of State. She continued to write weekly 

newspaper columns and published a book of essays about pioneer women.  On 

August 14, 1957, Jane McCallum died. 

 

Lula Belle Madison White 

 

Lulu Belle Madison White, teacher and civil rights activist, was born in 1907 in 

Elmo, Texas. Until the late 1940s, White served the NAACP as director of the 

Youth Council, fund-raiser, and organizer of new chapters throughout the 

state. Her seven-year tenure in the post brought her both state and national 

attention. After the Supreme Court handed down its 1944 decision in Smith v. 

Allwright, outlawing the white primary, White was at the forefront of educating 

blacks on what they needed to do to vote. When the NAACP looked for a case 

that would integrate the University of Texas School of Law in 1950, White 

chose the plaintiff, Heman Marion Sweatt, and, with the legal core of the NAACP, pursued the 

case of Sweatt v. Painter all the way to the Supreme Court. This case was significant in chipping 

away at segregation.  She resigned as executive secretary of the Houston chapter in 1949 and 

became state director of the NAACP until her death on July 6, 1957. 

Jane McCallum made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

Jane McCallum made a negative impact because….. 

Lula Belle Madison White made a positive impact because…. 

 

OR 

Lula Belle Madison White made a negative impact because….. 
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 Court Cases 
 

As we continue to look at the Civil Rights Movement, let’s look at the 2nd 

“C”, Court Cases and the decisions by the Supreme Court to interpret the 

Constitution as it relates to civil rights. 

 

As you read each court case, highlight ideas that explain what this case was about. 
At the end of each case, complete the two sentences with your own thoughts.  

African-American Voting Rights in Texas 

 

Smith v. Allwright, 1944:  Lonnie E. Smith, an African American, was denied the right to vote in 

the Texas Democratic Primary because of the 1923 Texas law that only allowed whites to vote in 

the primaries.  Smith sued for equal rights.  The U.S. Supreme Court ruled African Americans 

should be allowed to vote in the party’s primary.  The justices stated that denying the right to 

vote based on skin color was unconstitutional.  This court case was significant because it 

increased the number of African Americans registering to vote. 

 

I think the court was correct/incorrect with its decision because….. 

 

 

 

This case is important to the civil rights movement because….. 

 

 

 

African-American Educational Opportunities in Texas 
 

Sweatt v. Painter, 1950:  The University of Texas Law School denied admission to Herman 

Sweatt, based on the color of his skin because they also offered admission to the university’s all 

black law school.  The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of Sweatt because the black law 

school was not equal to the main law school white students attended.  As a result, some 

universities began to integrate. 

 

I think the court was correct/incorrect with its decision because….. 

 

 

 

This case is important to the civil rights movement because….. 
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 Hispanic Civil Rights Movement in Texas 

 

The Hispanic Civil Rights Movement is most often called the Chicano Civil Rights Movement 

outside of Texas. In the case of Hernandez v. the State of Texas, Pete Hernandez was accused 

and convicted of murder by an all white jury.  There had been no Hispanic citizens on any juries 

in Jackson County, Texas, for twenty-five years.  American G.I. Forum lawyer represented Mr. 

Hernandez.  They appealed his conviction all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.  In 1954, The 

Supreme Court overturned his conviction, stating that the trial violated the 14th Amendment 

because Hernandez’s peers were not allowed to serve on the jury.  The Hernandez case allowed 

the Hispanic Civil Rights Movement to take a major step toward gaining equal rights for Mexican 

Americans.  

 

I think the court was correct/incorrect with its decision because….. 

 

 

 

This case is important to the civil rights movement because….. 

 

 

 

On the timeline below, record the three cases significant to Texas in the correct 

location. 
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 Congress  
 

Let’s now take a look at the 3rd “C”, Congress and the laws they 

passed to improve civil rights. 

 

As you read the two laws below, underline or highlight at 

least 5 and no more than 7 words that describe and help 

you remember each law.   

 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 
 

Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 during President Lyndon B. Johnson’s presidency. 

Originally proposed by President Kennedy, Johnson used his influence as a former senator to 

make sure the legislation passed.  This law outlawed segregation and discrimination in public 

places, schools, and in the workplace.  The Southern bloc of senators voted against the Civil 

Rights Act, and groups throughout the nation challenged it in court.  Despite legal challenges, 

the Supreme Court upheld the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  As a result, integration began to occur in 

schools, in the workplace, and in public spaces.   

  

Voting Rights Act of 1965 
 

This law banned the use of literacy tests and allowed the federal government to oversee voter 

registration to ensure fair practices took place.  It also gave the U.S. Attorney General the power 

to investigate reports of discrimination at the polls.  As a result of this legislation, African-

American voter registration increased.  Candidates began to campaign for support from African 

American voters, and more African Americans were elected to local and state offices.   Barbara 

Jordan became the first African-American woman elected to the Texas State Senate and later 

became the first African-American Texan to be elected to the United States Congress. 

 

How are these two laws similar and how are they different? 
   

  Similarities       Differences 
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 Constitution  
 

The fourth “C” out of the five is the Constitution. Included in this 

are amendments to the Constitution (U.S. or Texas) made to 

ensure equality under the law for everyone 

 

You will read below about two amendments or 

changes.  One amendment is to the United States 

Constitution; one amendment is to our state 

constitution, the Texas  Constitution. Think about 

how you might create a visual to remember each one of them.    

 

Be sure to label each drawing! 

 

 Women Fight for Equal Rights in Texas 
 

In 1919, ratification of the 19th Amendment gave women the right to vote in the United 

States.   They steadily gained more political power through voting and serving in public office.   

 

In 1972, the Texas Equal Rights Amendment passed after a fifteen year campaign. It guaranteed 

equality between men and women.  In this Texas constitutional amendment, men and women 

were given the same legal rights.  In Texas, a woman now had the right to own property 

separate from her husband. Within the next few years, women legislators successfully drafted 

bills that ended sex-based discrimination in processing loans and credit applications.  
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 The Chiefs 
The fifth and final “C” stands for Chief. This includes the President’s role as 

Commander in Chief and Chief Executive in the Civil Rights Movement 

 

Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
 

President John F. Kennedy planned a trip to Texas in November of 1963 to 

reunite the Democratic party which was divided over the support of civil 

rights.  While riding in a motorcade in downtown Dallas, President Kennedy 

and John Connally, Governor of Texas, were shot.  Governor Connally 

survived but doctors pronounced the President dead thirty minutes later at Parkland 

Hospital.  Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested a few hours later and charged with murder.  Two 

days later, Dallas nightclub owner, Jack Ruby, shot Oswald as law authorities transferred him to 

another facility.  The timing of the two events has caused some people to wonder if Oswald 

might have had help.  Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson became President after Kennedy’s 

assassination.  He ordered an investigation into the killings.  After looking at the evidence, the 

Warren Commission concluded that both Oswald and Ruby acted alone.  
 

 Why did President Kennedy come to Texas in November 1963? 

 
 
As you read about LBJ below, highlight or underline everything you can find about 
his influence on the Civil Rights Movement. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson Becomes President 
 

Lyndon Baines Johnson (1908-1973) was born near Stonewall, Texas, and grew up in nearby 

Johnson City.   A staunch Democrat, he served as a member of the U.S. House of 

Representative and in the U.S. Senate, where he became the Majority Leader in 1955. He was 

elected Vice President in 1960 and assumed the presidency in 1963 when President Kennedy 

was assassinated. 

Johnson completed the fourth year of Kennedy’s term and won the 1964 election.  As President, 

he was able to get Congress  to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 

the Equal Opportunity Act, and funding for the space program. Johnson also worked with 

Congress to create programs like Job Corp, Food Stamps, Medicaid, Medicare, and Head Start 

to fulfill his dream of a Great Society.  He launched his Great Society programs to rid America of 

poverty and racial discrimination.  Although his domestic programs were quite successful, the 

country’s involvement in the Vietnam War required more of President Johnson’s attention and 

the nation’s resources.  Johnson’s popularity declined as more and more American troops were 

sent to Vietnam, with no end to the war in sight.  Johnson announced in 1968 he would not run 

for reelection.  He retired to his ranch near Johnson City in 1968 where he died in 1973. 

 

What programs were created to fulfill President Johnson’s dream of a Great 

Society? 
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Congregations     Courts      Congress        Constitution           Chiefs 

 

After reading about groups of people in Texas who sought equality (African 

Americans, Hispanics, and Women) during the approximately 50 years after the end 

of World War II, why do you think that it’s called the “Civil Rights Movement?”   

HINT:  Look at your vocabulary list to help you remember the meaning of civil rights if you 

need to! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which “C” of the Civil Rights Movement had the most important impact in bringing 

about changes to civil rights for groups of people who sought equality.  Use the 

ribbons below to rank each of them from most important to least important.  (This is 

YOUR opinion.  There’s no right or wrong answer! 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 
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