Texas History

Texas in the Great Depression and World Wars

Content Module

This content module has been curated using existing Law-Related Education
materials along with images available for public use. This resource has been
provided to assist educators with delivering the Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills for middle school Texas History. This content module may be utilized as a
tool to help supplement instruction. It is not intended to be a complete unit of
study.

Note: Arrows have been placed throughout the module to indicate areas where
students should interact with the module.

Law-Related Education

State Bar of Texas

www.texaslre.org

All rights reserved. Permission is granted for these materials to be reproduced for classroom use only.
No part of these materials may be reproduced in any other form or for any other purpose without the
written consent of Law Related Education, State Bar of Texas.

For additional information on the LRE Program, please go to www.texaslre.org




Texas in the Great Depression and the World Wars

‘ Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about Texas in the Great Depression and the World Wars..

Vocabulary Definition Draw It Out!

Depression a period of time in which there is little
economic activity and many people do not
have jobs

*Immigration the coming of people into a country in order
to live and work there

Migration to move from one country or place to live or
work in another

Neutral/ not supporting either side of an argument,
neutrality fight, war, etc.

*Vocabulary word from previous module
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Texas in the Great Depression and the World Wars

‘ Draw It Out! The following chart contains important vocabulary words from this
unit. As you read the terms and their meanings in the chart below, create a picture or
symbol for each word in the third column to help you remember that word as you read
about Texas in the Great Depression and the World Wars..

Vocabulary Definition Draw It Out!

*Overproduction | producing more of something than is
needed or wanted

Speculate to invest money in ways that could produce
a large profit but that also involve a lot of
risk

Urbanization Process by which towns and cities are
formed and become larger as more and
more people begin living and working in a
central area

Volunteer to offer to do or give something without
being forced to or without getting paid to do
it

*Vocabulary word from previous module
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The World at War

‘ As you read the overview of this module below, highlight how Texas was impacted
by each event.

In the early years of the 20th century (Remember-- the 20th century = 1900’s!), the United States
of America, and consequently, the great state of Texas, became involved in two big wars. These
wars were so big and involved so many countries from around the world, they are known as
World Wars. The first world war, World War |, began in Europe in 1914. The United States
remained neutral in the beginning and did not join the war. That changed, however, in 1917,
when the United States learned of an attempt by the Germans to get Mexico to support the war.
Mexico’s close proximity to Texas caused the United States to join the war.

After World War | ended, the 1920s were a time of great economic growth in Texas and the
whole country. Advances in technology allowed products to be made more quickly and
cheaply. People were able to purchase big items like cars. Many people also began speculating
in the stock market, hoping to become wealthy. This all came to an end on a Tuesday in
October of 1929 when the stock market crashed. Many people lost all their money in a single
day. This led to the Great Depression.

The Great Depression affected people in Texas, the United States, and even the entire
world. Texans were affected by the Great Depression that hit the United States during the
1930s. Citizens relied on assistance from the government to make ends meet. New Deal
programs provided relief, economic recovery, and reform legislation. The Civilian Conservation
Corps provided jobs and helped create several large lakes and parks in Texas.

The United States officially entered World War Il in 1941. This involvement created opportunities
for Texas to provide food resources, oil and petrochemicals needed for the war effort and
training grounds for troops. Women worked in factories, preparing airplanes and bombs for the
troops. Increased employment opportunities and need for resources brought Texas out of the
Great Depression.

‘ On the timeline below, create a headline for each period of history discussed
above. You may not use more than 3 words or the name of the event in each headline.

__The Daily News | __The Daily News |

1914-1917 1941-1945
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World War |

World War | is known for "‘?
soldiers digging trenches b
and using them to fight !
during World War l. The
term is called trench
warfare.

- Why do you think they used this technique?

The United States Joins World War |

In 1917, in an attempt to get Mexico’s support for the war, Germany sent a message to the
President of Mexico stating they would help Mexico recover the lost territories of Texas, New
Mexico, and Arizona, if Mexico would join the Central Powers. This message known as the
Zimmerman Telegram was intercepted by American officials. The Zimmerman Telegram, along
with Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare, was the tipping point that caused the United
States to join the Allied forces to fight in World War I.

‘ Two things made a major impact on the United States deciding to enter World
War I. Refer back to your reading and highlight or underline those two things.
Next, create two drawings to help you remember them!
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Efforts at Home

Many Texans volunteered for the war effort. Women took over jobs while
the men were away, and Texas reported almost 100% employment during
the war. Texas provided most of the oil and petroleum for the war
effort. In order to save food for the troops, the government rationed foods
such as sugar, dairy, coffee, meat, and canned goods. It instituted
Meatless Mondays and Wheatless Wednesdays. Citizens grew their own
food in Victory Gardens. This allowed commercial farms across the
United States to send their food to the troops. The government issued
Liberty Bonds to fund the war effort. When citizens bought these government-issued bonds,
they loaned the government money to fight the war. The government promised to repay these
loans with interest in a specific number of years. This was an opportunity for citizens to support
the war financially. They hoped to see the return on their money once the war was over. After
the war, citizens could continue to buy bonds, called Victory Bonds.

‘ The reading mentions four ways Texans who were not away fighting the war still
did their part to help.
o List them in the chart below.
« After listing them, think about which ones you think helped the most and
rank them. Number one is the most help.
Below the chart, explain your thinking on why you ranked them the way
you did. (There’s no wrong answer! Just explain your thinking.)

Ways Texans Volunteered to Help at Home Ranking

as the most helpful because. . .
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Economic Effects of World War | in Texas

Texas grew economically during the war. Most of the growth occurred because of the many
military training camps created in the state. Camp Bowie in Fort Worth, Camp MacArthur in
Waco, Camp Logan in Houston, and Camp Travis in San Antonio are examples. The
government established aviator schools and an officer training school in the state, which also
contributed to the economy. An army airfield created in Dallas later became Love Field, a major
commercial airport in Texas. Texas women, along with women from across the nation, were
employed during the war. They took jobs left vacant when men joined the military. In many
cases these jobs were only temporary. By the end of the war, approximately 200,000 Texans
served in the armed services. Over 5,000 Texans died while serving in the armed forces during
World War I.

Complete the chart below. HINT: Refer back to the beginning if you’ve forgotten
why the US entered the war. List as many effects as you can from the reading in
the space provided in the chart above.

CAUSES EFFECTS

Identify two causes of
U.S. entry into World
War I.

Texas
Enters
World
War |

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org




The Great Depression

After World War | ended, the 1920s were a time of great economic growth in Texas and the
whole country. Advances in technology allowed products to be made more quickly and
cheaply. People were able to purchase big items like cars. Many people also began speculating
in the stock market, hoping to become wealthy. This all came to an end on a Tuesday in
October of 1929 when the stock market crashed. Many people lost all their money in a single
day. This led to the Great Depression. The Great Depression affected people in Texas, the
United States, and even the entire world.

Texans were affected by the Great Depression that hit the
| United States during the 1930s. Citizens relied on
assistance from the government to make ends meet. New
Deal programs provided relief, economic recovery, and
reform legislation. The Civilian Conservation Corps provided
jobs and helped create several large lakes and parks in

opportunities for Texas to provide food resources, oil and
petrochemicals needed for the war effort and training
grounds for troops. Women worked in factories, preparing

After studying the photographs, review the
meaning of the word depression in the
vocabulary section.

‘ Why was this period of time in history
called the “Great Depression?”
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Texas Economy During the Great Depression

After the stock market crash of 1929, the entire country sank into a terrible economic
depression. The Great Depression had economic, social, and political effects on
Texas. At the beginning of the Depression, Texas relied on oil production. However,
overproduction caused oil prices to fall to eight cents a barrel.

Texas struggled like the rest of the nation. The competition for jobs in Texas was fierce,

creating tension among different groups. Many Mexican American farmworkers left

Texas and returned to Mexico to find jobs. Texans struggled to find enough food to

eat. Some Texans began to eat armadillo for their meat. Armadillos, or Hoover Hogs as they
were sometimes called, became the Texas mascot. They helped many Texans survive the Great
Depression. People turned to music and novels for inexpensive entertainment. Jazz and Blues
became the most popular forms of music. This music reflected the somber emotions people felt
while they went through this difficult time.

‘ During the Great Depression, the United States President was Herbert Hoover. Why
do you think Texans nicknamed armadillos “Hoover Hogs”? Was it to honor or
dishonor him? Why do you think that? Put your answers in the box below.

Collector Man Blues

Who is that knockin' on that do'?

| believe that, that's collector man

Man, go tell him | ain't got a dime, t'day

‘ Why is the collector man visiting? Tell him I ain't made a penny all this week

Tell him I'm just as broke as | can be

Or just knock 'em down

Tell him but | have some money, sometime.
Now go open the door

Here come that collector man

Go open the door

Here come that collector man

Well, you can tell him | say, 'Come back tomorrow
Because Sonny Boy, ain't got a doggone thing'.
Tell him that | ain't got no money

Now, he know how times is now day

Tell him that | ain't got no money

And he know how times is now day

Well, this elevator man ain't got no money
Can't hardly find any place to stay

Sonny Boy Williamson, a noted blues
singer and harmonica player recorded
this song during the Great Depression.

Why does the singer tell him to
come back another day?
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National Response to the Great Depression

To ease suffering in the beginning, churches and other non-profit organizations stepped in to
provide relief. Volunteers opened soup kitchens to help meet people’s basic need for food. At
first, President Hoover relied on volunteer organizations because he did not believe the
government should be responsible for people’s welfare. When he realized just how difficult
things were, the government took more responsibility to provide relief.

After President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s election in 1932, the government began more serious
efforts to help the economy recover. The government also took steps to reform institutions like
banks and the stock market that caused the Great Depression. Congress passed President
Roosevelt's New Deal legislation. Under the New Deal programs, government agencies like the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) created
jobs. The CCC built bridges, dams, parks, and recreational areas like White Rock Lake in
Dallas, Texas. The Farm Security Administration (FSA), helped farmers by providing housing,
food, and skills training. The Soil Conservation Administration taught farmers responsible
farming methods to prevent events like the Dust Bowl from happening again.

Complete the chart below by describing what these three government programs did
to help the economy during the Great Depression.

President Roosevelt's “New Deal”

(CCC) (FSA) Soil Conservation
Civilian Conservation Corps Farm Security Administration
Administration

0 © State Bar of Texas
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World War i

Wait, another World War? World War | ended after 5 years of fighting in 1919 with a peace
treaty. Peace did not last. Twenty years later, another war, World War Il began. Once again,
the United States wanted to remain neutral, but once again, that changed. The United States
joined World War Il in 1941. Wartime affected Texans socially, politically, and economically.

Social Impact of WWII in Texas

Women began to play a larger role in the economy by filling the
traditional male roles outside of the home while men were away
fighting. The percentage of females in the workforce increased
dramatically between 1940 and 1945. Women played key roles in
building weapons, ammunition, and planes. They also worked in
assembly-lines, and shipyards. Many women worked in non-
factory jobs as well. Women’s roles in the family shifted as a
result, and it became more common for women to work outside
the home. “Rosie the Riveter,” a song celebrating the many
women working to help the war effort, became a national hit.

Here are a few lyrics from the song “Rosie the Riveter”. Look for what the song says
about Rosie’s role during the war.

‘ What are some of her jobs? Highlight or underline all that you find.

"All the day long,

Whether rain or shine,

She's a part of the assembly line.
She's making history,

Working for victory,

Rosie the Riveter.

Keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage,
Sitting up there on the fuselage.
That little girl will do more than a male
will do. . . .

There's something true about,

Red, white, and blue about,

Rosie the Riveter."

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/journey/rosie-transcript.html
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Political Impact of WWII in Texas

Texas had many prisoner-of-war camps that held as many as 50,000 German prisoners. White
Rock Lake in Dallas had barracks that held three hundred German prisoners of war. It also
housed a training base for American troops. Texas forts provided training for many American
troops in the Navy, Marines, and Army. Americans feared and distrusted German-American and
Japanese- American citizens. Both groups were often the target of persecution.

The reading above mentions two groups of Americans that were feared and distrusted
during World War Il. The reason for this distrust might be because of who the United
States was fighting against.

‘ Can you name two of the countries we fought in World War II?
1.

2.

Economic Impact of WWII in Texas

The war improved economic conditions in Texas by erasing the effects of the Great
Depression. Industrialization in Texas increased as new factories opened to keep up with the
demand for war materials. Texas became the leading producer of oil in the U.S. as the need for
oil increased. @ The new petrochemical industry developed along the Gulf Coast of
Texas. Petrochemicals are products like synthetic rubber and plastic and other chemical
products that are made from oil and natural gas. Other industries like the lumber industry in
East Texas benefitted as well. These new industries led to job growth and urbanization of major
cities like Dallas, Ft. Worth, and Houston. World War Il turned Texas into a strong state and
major contributor to the U.S. and the world economies.

‘ Highlight or underline all of the positive effects World War Il had on the economy of
Texas and the United States.

‘ Which one do you think had the biggest impact? Why?
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