
 
 

Scrappy Reader’s Theatre 
1st and 2nd Grade Version 

 
Premise: There has been a fire in the community and the pups are coming together to help the 
person/pup who was affected.  The owner has lost everything and is sad. 
 
Characters 
 

1. Scrappy – Community leader 
2. Lucky and Caddo - Shelter for a place to stay 
3. Minnie- Soup kitchen at the shelter 
4. Tucker - Food Bank 
5. Sadie - Community garden brings food to the food bank 
6. Harley - toy drive organizer 
7. Buster and Bailey: Pup scouts helping with the toy/clothing drive 
8. Duke the Dalmatian - Firefighter 
9. Anna - pet shelter  
10. Hank – construction worker 
11. Captain - Crossing Guard (his house burned down) 
12. Narrator 1 
13. Narrator 2 

 
Materials Needed: Copies of the script for each character, Paper Bags and puppet copies or 
flat puppet pages. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Make copies of the script (attached) for each student and highlight their parts so that 
they can follow along as the reader’s theatre is being read. 

2. Provide students with a paper bag and a copy of their corresponding character. Have 
them glue their puppet on to the paper bag (see attached instructions).  Note: Large 
images of the dogs have been provided so that a teacher could copy on card stock and 
allow students to attach to a popsicle stick to use as a “flat” puppet. 

3. Have students practice their parts with a partner to become better acquainted with their 
lines. 

4. Once students are comfortable with their parts have them perform the reader’s theatre 
for other students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scene 1: The News 
 

 
Narrator 1:  Welcome to Justiceville where justice is served everyday! 
 
Narrator 2: Duke the Dalmatian dashes to the dog park with some news. 
 

  

Duke the Dalmatian: Hi everybody, I have some important news to tell 
you. Everybody, huddle up! 

 
Tucker: What news do you have, Duke?  
 

 

Harley:  Yes, please tell us Duke! 
 
 
Duke: The news I have to tell you is very sad. It might even make you 
cry. 
 

Anna: Oh no, I don’t like sad news. 
 

Duke:  I don’t like sad news either, but poor Captain lost his house last 
night to a fire. 
 
Lucky and Caddo (in unison): That is sad news!  
 
Hank:  I bet poor Captain and his people are having a hard time right 
now. 
 
Scrappy: Cheer up, pups! We are a community of people and dogs 
who are good citizens. We always help others in need. I have a few 
ideas. 

 
Narrator 1: The dogs begin making a plan to bring some happiness back 
to Captain and his people. I wonder what the dogs of Justiceville will do to 
help him? Do you have some ideas? 



Scene 2: Food and Shelter 
 
Narrator 2: Scrappy and Captain come walking up the steps of the food 
kitchen. 
 

Captain: We were all asleep when I smelled the smoke coming under 
the door. I woke up my family and we all ran out of the house just as 
Duke and the fire department showed up.  
 
Scrappy:  Gosh, Captain. That all sounds so scary. All of Justiceville 
is so glad you’re safe. 
 

Captain: Thanks, Scrappy. We are so lucky to have made it out 
without getting hurt. We just don’t know what to do about our home, 
though. 

 

Lucky and Caddo:  Hello there, Captain and Scrappy! We’ve been 
waiting for you. 

 
Minnie:  We’re so sorry to hear about what happened, Captain.  

 
Lucky and Caddo:  Very true. We know it’s not what your family is 
used to, but we’ve got somewhere for your family to stay for now. 
 

Minnie:  And some good food for you all to enjoy, too! 
 
Scrappy:  Lucky and Caddo helped put together a place for you and 
your family to stay for as long as you need it. 
 
Minnie:  And whenever you guys are hungry, the soup kitchen is open 
and has some wonderful meals. We’re ready to feed you all! 
 

Captain:  Guys, you have no idea how much this means to me. My 
family will be so happy to have a warm place to sleep and warm food 
to eat while we figure things out. Thank you so much! 

 
Narrator 1:  Captain’s droopy ears begin to lift up a little as he steps into 
the shelter. I wonder what the other pups are up to? 



Scene 3: Toy Drive and More 
 

Narrator 2: Scrappy visits Harley at the school to see how the toy drive is 
coming along. He sees that they’ve decided to add clothes and household 
supplies to the drive, which Buster and Bailey are helping with. 
 
Narrator 1:  While Captain settles in at the shelter with his family, Scrappy 
heads over to the Justiceville Elementary School where Harley leads the 
charge on a toy drive. 

 
Scrappy:  Harley! How’s it going on the toy drive? 
 
Harley:  Hi there, Scrappy! It’s going great! We have had so many 
people and pets from the community come and donate. All of the kids 
and their families love their favorite crossing guard, after all! 

 
Scrappy: I’m so glad! Justiceville is full of such caring and giving 
people. 
 
Harley: It truly is. 
 

Buster and Bailey:  Hi, Scrappy and Harley. The Pup Scouts 
are here to help out Captain. 

 
Harley:  What do you have in the wagon, guys? 
 
Bailey: We heard about your toy drive for Captain and his family, and 
thought we’d help! 

 
Buster:  Yeah! We brought some boxes and donations for a clothing 
and supplies drive to support Captain, too. 

 
Scrappy:  That is such a wonderful idea, you two! See, when the Pup 
Scouts work together, they can do amazing things. 

 
 
 



Scene 4: Progress 
 
Narrator 2: Scrappy checks in on Captain at the soup kitchen, and Sadie 
comes to get him to show him what’s been happening at the food bank. 
 

Scrappy: Good morning, Captain! How are you and your family doing? 
 
 
Captain:  Scrappy! It’s good to see you. We’re doing pretty good, 
when you think about all that’s happened. 
 
Scrappy:  I know it’s been hard, but I’m sure you all will be back in 
your home soon! 

 
Captain:  I don’t know, Scrappy. Building a house and filling it with all 
of the food, clothes, and supplies we need will take a lot of time and 
money. It may be a while before things are back to normal. 
 
Scrappy:  I understand, Captain. Just remember that all of 
Justiceville is here for you. 
 
Captain:  Thanks, Scrappy. You are such a great friend. 
 
 
Sadie:  Scrappy, you’re just the dog I’m looking for. Can you come 
help me carry some bags of food down to the Food Bank? 

 
Scrappy: Of course, Sadie! I’ll see you soon, Captain! 
 

Narrator 1:  Sadie and Scrappy say goodbye to Captain and make their 
way to the food bank with two bags of food. While at the food bank, 
Scrappy and Sadie run into Hank. 
 

Sadie:  Scrappy, we’ve made so much progress on gathering food to 
help Captain and his family. I’m bringing these bags to add to our 
collection. 

 



Scrappy:  I can’t wait to see everything you and Tucker have put 
together. 
 
Tucker:  Good day, Scrappy and Sadie! You’re just in time to hear 
the latest count of food boxes we’ve collected so far.  
 

Scrappy: How many food boxes have been collected? 
 
Tucker: We collected 20 boxes of food. Not only can we help out 
Captain, but we can help others in need in our community too! 
 
Sadie:  Look, here comes Hank. 
 

 
Hank:  Hello everyone!  I have some good news to tell you. 
 
 
Scrappy: We could use some good news. 
 
Hank: You know that I’ve been rebuilding Captain’s house and it’s 
almost done! 
 
Scrappy:  That’s great news!  Let’s throw a surprise party for Captain 
once the house is done. 
 

Narrator 2:  Scrappy says goodbye to Sadie, Tucker, and Hank.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scene 5: The Animal Shelter 
 

Narrator 1: Scrappy goes to the Animal Shelter. Duke is there and gives 
another suggestion for helping Captain’s family find some joy. 

 
Scrappy:  Duke! What are you doing here? 

 
Duke:  I’ve been helping out at the Animal Shelter after my shifts at the 
Fire Department are over. Actually, I wanted to talk to you about an 
idea I had for Captain and his family. 

 
Narrator 2:  Duke and Scrappy turn and start walking towards Anna, 

chatting excitedly about Duke’s idea. 
 
Duke:  Anna, do you have a minute? 

 
Anna:  Duke! Scrappy! I always have time for two of my best buds. 
 

Scrappy:  Anna, Duke had a brilliant idea about how to help bring a 
little extra joy into Captain and his family’s lives. 

 
Anna:  I’d love to hear it!  
 

Duke:  I’ve been thinking that, even when we show Captain and his 
family all of the donations and the new house, they might still feel a little 
sad for the things they’ve lost. 

 
Anna:  Yeah, I’d thought of that, too. 
 

Duke: So, Anna. Let me ask you this. What’s the one thing that can 
make you smile, even when you’re having the worst day ever because 
you can’t find your favorite chew toy? 

 
Anna: I know! We are both thinking the same thing! 
 

Narrator 2:  Hmm…I wonder what idea Duke and Anna have for Captain.  
What do you think it  will be? 



Scene 6: The Finale 
 
Narrator 2:  Everyone in Justiceville has gathered at Captain’s new house 
to surprise him and his family. 
 
Narrator 1: Scrappy brings Captain on a walk in the direction of his house 
where Captain and his family get a big surprise. 

 
Captain:  What’s going on? Why are there so many people around? I 
haven’t heard of a parade or anything happening around here. Wait, 
isn’t this my neighborhood? 

 
Narrator 2:  Captain and Scrappy move through the crowd until they see 
Duke and all of the other Justiceville dogs standing in front of Captain’s 
house. 

 
Captain:  Is that my house? How does it look brand new? 
 
 
Hank:  Well, we knew you wouldn’t want to sleep with Lucky and 
Caddo at the shelter forever. 

 
Lucky and Caddo: Of course you are welcome at the shelter at any 
time Captain. 
 

Hank:  So the construction companies and citizens from all over 
Justiceville got together to fix up your house. Do you like it? 
 
Captain:  I don’t just like it; I love it! This is amazing. Thank you, Hank! 
 
 
Hank:  You’re welcome, Captain. But that’s not all! 

 
Tucker:  Inside the house, you’ll find your kitchen full of delicious 
food donated by the Food Bank. 

 



Sadie: Along with fresh vegetables and fruits grown and picked by 
the Community Garden. 

 
Minnie:  And some meals already prepared for you and your family by 
the Soup Kitchen. 

 
Narrator 1:  Captain’s tail begins to wag, and a smile starts to creep onto 
his face. 
 

Harley:  We know your family’s little ones lost all of their toys in the 
fire, so we also held a toy drive at the school and filled their bedrooms 
with all the toys they could ever want. 

 

Buster:  The Pup Scouts helped collect different supplies for your 
house like paper towels, toilet paper, and dog shampoo. 

 
Bailey:  And the Pup Scouts collected all kinds of clothes for your 
people. There are even a few dog sweaters in there for you! 

 
Duke:  We have one more big surprise for you and your family inside. 
Come on in! 
 

Narrator 2:  Duke, Captain, and Scrappy all walk into the fixed house, 
where they find Anna sitting beside a box in the living room. 

 
Anna:  Your last surprise is waiting inside this box. 
 

Narrator 1:  Captain opens the box to find a….. small, orange kitten curled 
up inside.  

 
Anna:  This little kitten was brought in by a little girl who found her 
inside of a fireplace. The poor thing could have been seriously hurt 

if she hadn’t been meowing loud enough to be found. 
 

Duke:  We thought a new friend might be what you needed most of all 
to help you and your family get past the fire. If you don’t want her, 
though, we can find her another loving home. 



 
Narrator 2: Captain’s tail begins wagging so much that his whole back end 
shakes with it. He turns and looks at his friends with a big grin and tears in 
his eyes. 

 
Captain: Thank you Justiceville friends for everything! You are the best 
friends a pup could ever want!  
 

Narrator 1: Captain and his family will never forget the kindness the other 
pups of Justiceville showed them when they were in need. 

 
Scrappy: After all, Justiceville is a community of dogs who are good 
citizens and always help others in need. 
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