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Seven Principles of Government
In the United States, the set of ideas that form the basis for our government are called Principles 
of Government. There are seven of them that limit the power of the government. They are listed 
below along with their definition.

Review the images and quotes below and identify which Principle of Government is 

represented. Write your answer on the line below the image.

"The greatest [calamity] which could befall 
[us would be] submission to a government 

of unlimited powers."--

Thomas Jefferson, Declaration and

Limited
Government

Government is not all powerful. It is limited by the rule of law.

Checks and 
Balances Each branch of government has controls (checks) over the other two branches.

Federalism Power is divided between national and state government.

Separation of
Powers

Power within national government is divided among 3 branches.

Popular
Sovereignty

Ultimate power rests with the citizens.

Republicanism People use their power by choosing representatives to act or speak on their

Individual
Rights

Freedom, protection, and equality are guaranteed to people in the Constitution,
Bill of Rights, and laws that are created.

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jeffdec1.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jeffdec1.asp


The Texas
Legislative Branch

Texas is a large state with a large population. It is important to have rules that everyone must 
follow. The Texas Legislative Branch is given the power to make these rules called laws and they 
help everyone. The Legislative Branch is the branch of government whose function it is to vote on 
future laws called bills. If both houses and the governor approve the bill, then it becomes law.
The Texas legislative branch is a bicameral body. This means it is made up of two houses. The 
Texas Legislature is made up of two houses, they are the Texas House of Representatives and the 
Texas Senate.  They meet in the State Capitol in Austin, Texas and each house has their own 
chamber on different ends of the capitol building.

On the capitol building below, label the left side the Texas House of Representatives 
and the right side the Texas Senate..

The Texas Legislature is unique because it does not meet every year. They meet every other year 
for 140 days. The idea is that the legislators make the laws and then go home to live under the laws 
they made. They make $7,200 a year for their service.

If the Texas Legislature met in 2025, when is the next year they will meet?

The Lieutenant Governor of Texas serves as the presiding officer of the Texas Senate. 
He is elected by voters in Texas.

The Speaker of the House is the presiding officer of the Texas House of Representatives. He is 
elected by members of the Texas House of Representatives.

As you read through the list of powers below, highlight or circle the two you feel are the most 
important and complete the sentence below.

Some of the powers of this branch include the power to:

• Make laws
• Pass tax bills
• Propose amendments to the Texas Constitution
• Impeach members of the executive or judicial branches
• Approve appointments
• Override vetoes
• Create and approve a budget

I feel the two powers I highlighted above are most because



The Texas Constitution outlines how the Legislative Branch is set up.
As you read the sections of the Texas Constitution listed below, highlight

 the number of members in each chamber,

 their term of office, and

 the qualifications to serve in that office.

Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP OF SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The Senate shall
consist of thirty-one members. The House of Representatives shall consist of 150 members.

Sec. 3. ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF SENATORS. The Senators shall be chosen by the 
qualified voters for the term of four years; but a new Senate shall be chosen after every 
apportionment, and the Senators elected after each apportionment shall be divided by lot into two 
classes. The seats of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first two 
years, and those of the second class at the expiration of four years, so that one half of the Senators 
shall be chosen biennially thereafter. Senators shall take office following their election, on the day 
set by law for the convening of the Regular Session of the Legislature, and shall serve thereafter for 
the full term of years to which elected.

Sec. 4. ELECTION AND TERM OF MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The
Members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen by the qualified voters for the term of two 
years. Representatives shall take office following their election, on the day set by law for the 
convening of the Regular Session of the Legislature, and shall serve thereafter for the full term of 
years to which elected.

Sec. 6. QUALIFICATIONS OF SENATORS. No person shall be a Senator, unless he be a citizen of 
the United States, and, at the time of his election a qualified voter of this State, and shall have been 
a resident of this State five years next preceding his election, and the last year thereof a resident of 
the district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained the age of twenty-six years.

Sec. 7. QUALIFICATIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES. No person shall be a Representative, unless 
he be a citizen of the United States, and, at the time of his election, a qualified voter of this State, 
and shall have been a resident of this State two years next preceding his election, the last year 
thereof a resident of the district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained the age of 
twenty-one years.



House Senate

Constitutional 
Qualifications

1. Age

2. U.S. citizen

3. Qualified

4. Resident of Texas for
years before the election.

5. Resident of district for
year.

1. Age

2. U.S. citizen

3. Qualified

4. Resident of Texas for
years before the election.

5. Resident of district tor
year.

Term of Office

Number of 
Members

Title of the 
Presiding Officer

Using your highlighted notes from the Texas Constitution and the reading on the 
legislative branch, complete the chart below:



The Texas Legislative Branch

How a Bill
Becomes a Law

Someone has an idea and 
introduces a bill in one house.

The bill is assigned to a
committee.

The bill goes from committee 
to the house for a vote.

If the bill passes both houses 
it is sent to the Governor

The bill becomes a Law

If the bill passes the vote of 
the whole house, it goes to 

the other house.

Examine the chart below. The arrows on the chart represent how a bill moves through the 
process. The dotted arrows represent where a bill can “die” during the process.

Use the circles to explain what might happen during that stage of the process to 
cause a bill to die. A list of possible answer choices has been

Possible Answer Choices

A. The Governor might veto
the bill.

B. A committee might vote against a bill.

C. The floor of either house might not
pass the bill.

D. The bill goes to the other house and
the process starts over.



The Texas Executive Branch
The Executive Branch is the branch of government that enforces the laws that are passed by the 
state legislature.  The chief executive is the Governor who is elected by the voters and serves a 
term of four years.

One of the functions of the executive branch and the governor is to make sure that people follow the 
laws that the legislative branch makes.  He/she can veto a law from the legislative branch.  If the 
governor vetoes a bill then it does not become a law.

The governor has the power to call a special session of the state legislature. This means he can 
have them come back to Austin to consider business he/she thinks is important.

The current governor is Republican Greg Abbott. Before being elected as Governor, he served as 
Attorney General of Texas.

The governor’s salary is currently $150,000 and is set by the state legislature.. This makes the 
Governor of Texas one of the highest paid Governors in the 50 states. The governor lives at the 
Governor’s Mansion in Austin, Texas.

The Lieutenant Governor is part of both the executive and legislative branches.  His role in the 
executive is to serve as governor if  something were to happen to the governor. Their role in the 
legislative branch is to serve as President of the Senate.

Other offices in the Executive Branch include the Attorney General, Land Commissioner, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Comptroller, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Secretary of 
State, Railroad Commission, and the State Board of Education.

As you read through the list of powers below, highlight or circle the one you feel is the most 
important and complete the sentence below.

Some of the powers of the Governor include the power to:
• Call a special session of the legislature
• Sign a bill into law
• Veto a bill
• Make appointments
• Enforce laws

I feel the power I highlighted above are most because



The Texas
Judicial Branch

The Judicial Branch in Texas is made up of different courts. The judges interpret the laws and help 
to solve legal disputes.

Texas has two high courts.  One is called the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is the highest 
court and it is made up of nine judges. The Supreme Court in Texas only hears civil cases. A civil 
case is a case where people are suing each other.

The second high court in Texas is called the Court of Criminal Appeals.  This court hears criminal
cases. A criminal case is where a crime has been committed.

They meet at the Supreme Court building in Austin, Texas.

The lower courts in Texas serve as the trial courts. If a person is not happy with the results of the 
trial courts, they  are sometimes able to ask a higher court to hear their case.  This is called an 
appeal. The arrows show how cases can move through the courts.

Using the reading above, fill in the 
two high courts in Texas.

Some of the powers of the Texas courts 
include the power to:

• determine guilt or innocence for criminal 
offenses.

• interpret the meaning of the Texas 
Constitution.

• interpret laws and settle disputes.

Texas Courts of 
Appeal

Texas District 
Courts

County Courts

Justice of the 
Peace Courts Municipal Courts



Texas Levels of Government
The 10th amendment to the United States Constitution says that powers not granted to the federal 
government are reserved for the states and the people. Some of these powers include conducting 
elections, creating and maintaining public schools, and maintaining law and order to make sure the 
people are safe in the state. State governments also regulate businesses in their state. These 
powers and the structure of state government are explained in the state constitution. The Texas 
Constitution provides for three branches of government in Articles 3, 4, and 5.

Consider what you have already learned about the three branches of government and 
select the correct branch in each row below.

In addition to the three branches of government, the Texas constitution also provides for different 
levels of government: counties and cities.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

ARTICLE IX COUNTIES Sec. 1. CREATION AND MODIFICATION OF COUNTIES. The Legisla-
ture shall have power to create counties for the convenience of the people…

ARTICLE XI MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS Sec. 1. COUNTIES AS LEGAL SUBDIVISIONS. The
several Counties of this State are hereby recognized as legal subdivisions of the State. (Feb.
15, 1876.)

These smaller areas of land help to carry out state laws and policies. These levels of government 
are closer to the people and the levels most of us would work with. In Texas there are 254 counties 
that vary in size - from 148 square miles to 6,192 square miles (which is equal to the combined area 
of the states of Connecticut and Rhode Island).

As you read the text below, use three different colors to highlight or underline the
structure of each branch of government at the county level.

Each county, regardless of size, has an elected County Commissioners Court which is an arm of 
the state government. It performs legislative functions and works to deliver many state services at 
the county level. They are primarily responsible for setting policy for the county including building 
and maintaining roads and bridges.

Legislative Branch Executive Branch Judicial Branch

Enforces the Laws

Interprets the Laws

Makes the Laws



As you read the text below, use three different colors to highlight or underline the 
structure of each branch of government at the county level.

The presiding officer of the county commissioners court is the county judge, who has both executive 
and judicial power. The county judge is elected by the voters of the county and has multiple 
responsibilities. They represent the county at administrative functions and preside over the 
commissioners court.

The county commissioners court is a unique feature in Texas in that it is not a judicial court but
rather an executive body for the county. Every county has one, and it is made up of the one county
judge and four county commissioners. They are responsible for policies such as maintaining roads
and bridges in the county. Other elected officials in the county include the county sheriff and county 
tax collector.

Additionally, the Texas Constitution provides that each of Texas’ 254 counties shall have a 
Constitutional County Court and, depending on the county's population, from one to sixteen Justice 
of the Peace (JP) courts. The Texas Legislature has created additional courts for some counties 
because of their population, namely County Courts at Law and Statutory Probate Courts.
Constitutional County Courts, County Courts at Law, and JP Courts have jurisdiction over both civil 
and criminal cases. Constitutional County Courts and County Courts at Law also have appellate 
jurisdiction in cases appealed from the JP and municipal courts. Probate courts are specialized 
courts that exclusively hear cases involving the distribution of a deceased person’s possessions.
Judges in all of these county level courts are elected by the voters.

City Government

The Texas Constitution references city government in Article XI and divides them into cities of less 
than 5,000 people and those over 5,000 people. Cities with less than 5,000 people are called 
General Law cities and their laws are set by the state government. Cities larger than 5,000 may 
adopt their own laws by a majority vote of the qualified voters in the city.

As you read the text below, use three different colors to highlight or underline the 
structure of each branch of government at the city level.

In Texas cities and towns, the elected city council members touch our lives daily by providing 
legislative functions for their residents. They pass city ordinances and provide services such as 
clean water, garbage disposal, law enforcement, public transportation, fire protection and city 
roadways.

Depending on the system of city government that a city has, the executive could either be a mayor 
and/or a city manager. A mayor is elected by the voters but a city manager is hired by the city 
council. At the municipal level, there are multiple city departments that carry out functions for the 
city. For example, the water, sanitation, police, and fire departments are critical.



As you read the text below, use three different colors to highlight or underline the
structure of each branch of government at the city level.

At the city level, municipal courts have jurisdiction over 2 types of cases: criminal cases [where a 
crime has been committed] that are only punishable by fines and certain civil cases [where someone 
is suing another person]. These include things like Class C misdemeanor cases, which are crimes 
that have the least serious punishments, city ordinance violations, like abandoned cars or parking 
violations,  and  civil  cases,  such  as  dangerous  dog  hearings  or  truancy  (missing  school) 
cases.  Municipal courts and JP courts have concurrent jurisdiction over certain state law crimes 
and civil cases. Unlike JP judges, however, the majority of municipal court judges are appointed by 
the city council rather than elected.

Using the highlighted text from the previous pages, complete the chart below.

State County City

Legislative

Executive

Judicial

Example of services 
offered by this level of 

government.



The Texas Bill of Rights
The Texas Bill of Rights are included in Article I of the Texas Constitution. Below are 
paraphrases of some of the rights that are included.

Compare the rights below to the U.S. Bill of Rights. On the line, write the number of 
the U.S. Bill of Rights that contains the same rights.

Section 6: Freedom in Religious Worship Guaranteed
All people can workshop the God of their choice. The government cannot tell a person they 
have to worship or who they should worship.

Section 8: Liberty of Speech and Press Guaranteed
All people have the right to speak, write, or publish their opinions on any subject, as long as 
they don’t abuse that privilege. This includes freedom of the press (news).

Section 9: No Unreasonable Seizures and Searches Allowed
People have the right to privacy in their homes and with their possessions. Authorities must 
have a good reason and a proper warrant before they can search and take a person’s 
possessions.

Section 10: Rights of the Accused Person in a Criminal Prosecution
An accused person can have a speedy trial, an impartial jury, know why he or she is being 
accused, have a lawyer, and have witnesses to help and support them. An accused person 
can’t be forced to testify against themselves.

  Section 11: Bail—If someone is arrested, they have the right to be given bail, except for 
certain capital crimes where there is solid evidence against the person.

Section 13: Excessive Bail and Fine and Unusual Punishment in Prohibited - 
A person who is arrested should not have unfair bail, fines, or be treated cruelly and 
unfairly.
Section 14: No Person Shall Be Put Twice in Jeopardy
A person can’t be tried twice for the exact same crime if they were already found innocent of 
the crime.

Section 15: Right of Trial by Jury
All people who are accused of a crime have the right to a trial by jury.

Section 19: Due Course of Law
No citizen of Texas should lose their life, liberty, or property without the process of the law.

Section 23: Right to Bear Arms
Every citizen has the right to keep and bear arms so they can defend themselves. The
government can make certain laws to regulate arms and help prevent crime.

Section 25: Quartering Soldiers
Citizens can’t be forced to house soldiers in their homes.

Section 27: Right of Petition Guaranteed
Citizens have a right to peacefully assemble together and petition the government for their 
common good.



The U.S. Bill of Rights

1st Amendment -
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press: or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

2nd Amendment –
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

3rd Amendment -
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor 
in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

4th Amendment –
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason-
able searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and 
the persons or things to be seized.

5th Amendment –
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a present-
ment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Mili-
tia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 
same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case 
to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

6th Amendment –
In all criminal prosecutions, “the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an im-
partial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall 
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa-
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining Wit-
nesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

7th Amendment –
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of 
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

8th Amendment –
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ments inflicted.

9th Amendment-
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.

10th Amendment -
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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